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@ Rgiwaer 2 BauTssSSer Graasid LOHYID aleTjEF

The Scope and development of Iduthulai formation

9. FHmw GRF e,
(LpeOeTaUT LI L QYUIGUTETL,

S @) VEHILSSHID,

QI FGTEIGTLI  LIGVSHENGUSHLPSHLD,
G\ Feremer-600 005.

A.Sahaya Jessy Kala,

Ph.D Scholar,

Department of Tamil Literature,
University of Madras,
Chennai-600 005.

QYUIAYF FH(HSFHLD

S  SHFTVSHE  QIDBSUTHMGTL  LISHGLD Lpshssenar Yribilss 6G&mev Loefiger
QUEBBIFDHTVSFV QUTHEGT UHTEIGLD QULPSGFHSHBeweTS QHTEHTH MUBSTET. @DbD HYGTLOT FHeVedlev
2 ewpuib ereirp pLoiFemsuley Quifiu snseerd G&mewI(B)  FLLFFTaTRISET 2 (HouTshE LievGalmy
BLOLGSGHET OHMILD  FL_BIGLpedDFHars CHmomieiss el _eayb QBTL_BIFeTT6T TTLINS  LIGV
wrefl_efwev whmih GBTevedie YUITaTIHeNGT YUiuHFHensEseT 2 NISILRSHFGTDT. ()dbHeHILI
FLOFFGTTHRISETTET  HeULIGIGeS, FHw@L e Cumermeupmlev @QBSGIewer eraliL@d S HieumTib
STETLILGSDSG). Q)5 YTIDLISFQ @QIeri_mib (Lpevm L_&Hd QFunuliin’ 1 TehFu 61eY/LDL|SemaT
gmerierr anfurs QBMSHGLL ARSI STl (B Boevs@ eeTiEF) e s V6T LewL_wich
QUL &6T @QBMUSHEGLD, LIWGTUBRSSLILIL (H) QUBSHETTend DFHLpMIIeY STeysHer OeuefliLI(BRS5 S eTneT.

Qepid G GBgieer FBLb LIpFFD Fov @G rsafiley LODPUPSLTS QBhHSI MBHDS.
BoeyFOFTHSHGT

QG\SIewar, @ TedTL_mib (Lpedm DL_&&Lb, GUIIBBRIFDHHETELD, FDLIGIGHH, HeVF L a0l
Abstract:

This study delves into the evolution of burial practices and ancestor veneration among
early humans, with a particular focus on the megalithic period. Numerous anthropological and
archaeological studies corroborate the hypothesis that the practice of burying the dead, which
began in the Neolithic era, subsequently led to the development of ancestor worship during the
Megalithic period. The belief in the soul residing within stones prompted the construction of
megaliths as funerary monuments, giving rise to a variety of beliefs and rituals. A common

feature found in these megalithic structures, such as dolmens and cists, is a small hole known
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as an 'idudulai'. Initially used to insert the residual bones from secondary burials, this hole
evolved over time into a focal point for worship. Although the practice of creating these holes

has become less overt in many cultures, it continues to persist in some regions.
Significance of the study:

o The transition from Neolithic burial practices to megalithic ancestor worship.
o The significance of megaliths as funerary monuments and places of worship.
e The evolution of the 'idudulai’ from a practical function to a symbolic one.

o The persistence of ancient burial customs in contemporary societies.

Key Words:

Idudulai, Secondary Burial, Megaliths, Dolmens and Cists.

(LpeTEnyEmT:

S sHETVSF @ nhsauisemer smigser eumpell mselGe « Ljehsshs YTibilss  LDdd6T
SDG 2ABQSS HTVSHL L 1oTer QUBEISHHTVSHV SuiFer eumpell L LGHs@ Fhm G&menevaiey
U555 Yblisseard. @Q)BH@& FTeTmTs Yspmiialey Hewi_s@Ld OLIBRISDHTE) FLOFF6HT6wT RIS 6T
Idarsgih auTpell L UGHSG Fhmy sSareflujerer G _mear LGS Sl _s&ermer. (Q)SHeaTTev
QwES oL _VFmard SRTILTE LeOSH@GLD W BISTH LGSTLTL 16 QUHkSDHTIL aThs @)BESmS
B (AP ENG). @SHMHIW LDGFHET YGTLOTUTERTS Hevedle o emmuyib eteirn  pLoLIbensuiley Giflus
FDFard QFHTe(R FFFeTarnFmer 2 (haumsHearg. yalmw BleweBnSS mas@Gd Q)L _LoTHEs H6v
ger CainbOsBesliul_ L G eTersn@ Combraiu eugemnml puwieumers WFFwm eredwr’ LjFSmer
wefisjsefles FLOW 2 UTFUTGTS HlY TS0, (APTL (R S6TeOLD, BlEHGVSHBETEOILD GTGID CLPGITMILD
QleventhssTGLD. SHbLiTomar CHTHHUPL W @I LITED VS FBEIGHOMO @il o wWiFLmearg)Lb
wflurengewg SGTaT@ag/omes welens QUDD GIGYLD IYFFIPFSHV DI @)Venev  6TeTDI
afyerermd. (uewen_g SUOpE  FupssPev  @oiGsmd e fun@  wperGermd  euyflLIT@LD,
9 AausLi Ngoesfliie, u- 24) Qs SBSPer epevd  BlevevuisvevTioey FHm Dfluyd  elenuw
RAL_SG6v  BewewBlnss aeyeuTers FsnEHCar  FAppas  ereTUens  QUIBRISDITV DB THET
DS BHSETT. QESTTV YeTom et QarsCHTH @QBSGLD ererayib, Giogyih et @erid eSS
yewL_uib ereaytd LIVGaun FL mGsmenrd OFuigeTarery. euisefer LGaimn BLOLISSESH6TCY
ammrer &L shFeTTer aTHUBGSSILL L Lgdmaule @@ QL-SHev L Bb Flu ey
Quiflu yerailevmer geurgib Gumeiny geweruil (B euGHGTeTeTH. @S YUIUTOTIHET Q)BT
erarts QUi B yewpsFermerd. Qbs QEE®eT 2 (BUTSSHLILL I 6T CBTHSHLLD 6T6oTeT GT6TLIS
upluyib, GEHIeT @ALD ULPSSSBT UTHEF Blewev GMSHID, SDFTRVSF VD @BHIeT (F)HLD

QUPSHLD 2 GiTemeTeuT? TeTLINSLI UpBlujb yomuyb Sors QEsL_ (DT DYOLDHSIGTATS.
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QYuiaumarfeir H(5hIsHeT

v Gpliysemers G&mar . QUEBRISHETY FFFerarkisailey STeRlL@L QBHIMT 616D
el Fagewiib @GPGS U YuwieuTeriser eferdad OsilaldgieTatari. eupednd &GDSS

L9GOTQU(HLDTI)]  HITGOOTGUITLD.
Craxr@f

DG  LVSMOVGHLFSF  ugerm  wpmid  Osmevedwey  gewpulesr  Cupm@flwigms
venflwmpweigmer @eug @GB&mer LDBi FBsSDewar wmmubCurs Qmiseuisensr el Hm@GHen
DIGVeVG 2.DULD Q)L _LDTSHS HEVVeDD HLOGHLILIL (ReTerer. @Harme ybs Hoi oarGar GFem
UBUSDSG QbS QDB eusGHLILIL (RaTerd eTalmib Q&6 auflunsls L _wev GLm(HL FHener
DUSHATT  GTOTLHLD  SUDTENE. 24l  9JGUGUSI  <QGLDT 2 DULD @)L LD GTGTLISTC) LIGHL 16V
QUITBL_SeTTsg Sevmentl, LowNS6T, LD SRS, | (QBHLOL] Y BmiGer GCLTTHET eweushsL il (HeTarer

eTetT) Fmpluyeirartd. (SLOpESHEV QUIGRISDHSHTVLI LGTLIT®, 9.sLilrweniwer, Li-130)
QUMY QD@6

TRV 2 6Tar @SSmaHw Perarmisafiev @Q)BEmarenws GLTeTn HQUTTLD 2 6TeTsH GTeMmILD
Qeves  LIDFSTUSFV  LUAHSTESLLL L. 2L gV6@ epdensll LjenFeow  26TGar  201%/6USDFH TS
@aUSFLILIL_(DeTane eTemth Fnmy@ainrd. (SLNSSFV QLIBESHSTVL LIGTUT®, . 19 ioeniiie,

1-130) gyewmev OgealB@iw GLI(BEISHHTVF FTRTRIGEHSSG Q)FI THLIDL_WSTSH @)eUen6V.
oMy Log afevd

A ey Qsmevedwe Yyuieumergmet. afevd  euiser (@@geart Uns)  LeTeiELommy
@U@ PnTd. Fipm_sraleerer Lgbw&feow spmiey QFUISECUTH HEFBHS FHevevennsersy
Qoaeerts Guifiu oeralleib, weflgr oarGar GFeim aUMpLD eTalleVh &HTERTLILIL I 6. (Q)BHETT6V
venL_wiey QUTBL Feard Hevevapuller oL LGSy eweudhd @& LIWGTLL I & 6T6in H(RGIFHeTDTL.

(555G CUBEISDHSTOL LeTUT®), . i dTwenfliwer, L~130)
8. SLgLocwflweir

QGsmar ereTLG el o epujb @)L oTeT SHVveDSEGE CFIn MBAUSHSG 2 FaTSE

QeLoGHLILIL_ L & TR Y. (SLOpHSS® QLBBISHETL LeTUm®, §).& idgweniuer, 1-131)
Gam.FRFHeT

Qoisauflar el 9evengy 2uli Wew® LnsG erern pAGSUIL THUBSSLILIL L
QGaemarser Quesrenier LIpliymiing @riums smplul Bererer eterm Caumyeisiomer GsmentsEev
Qaui G Rerertd. (Q@mevadlwey CpréHlev Fhissmew Fepstd, Gamasfaeum, w1-90) @eueurmny
@QGsmars  GHleH  gmpli’ @erer  LwGain  Ylepiser Yyerom  QeauelCumieSHETE  (G)emay
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THURSSLILIL L & eTeim  Fmib  plevevudlev  afevd  yeufser Ll @b UewL_wed  QUIT(HL_FHener
@ULILISHHTES  THURSSLILL L glewar oTar GO Rerermy. CFFm@fl  Qjeuiser LewL_wiev
QUL 6T eusi@b aulfl erettm FmmlarTayib YeToTCaur® @ementsGs  FmplyeTerT.  (@)IauTm),
QGamar CHTHDSHDHTAT 2 GRTEDLOGSETEILODIL  HYTTULD (LpedTLy @BGIar eTatTn GQFTVIDS T

Qurmpever pHedlev yrmu Gasewry o 6reng).

@ @giemar

QGamer erettn OFTevevey elardGd Cuns @HWUSHHTE FPUBRSSLILIL L ST 6T6TD
Qunmertag HevL_s&Herper. Yarmev Gopaerri  (pepuley  GFmeveliiey YuieuTeTIHeT  (3)bS
QO amar YGTLOT VG Y& OFITNMBUSDHTS THURSSLILIL L V6 GTeTn| HmmID &H(BIHHIHET
(PIGRTUTL_T& 2 6ToTal. YFHwre QBGwar eTern el earensCwenib  (QRUSDHEHTH
TOURSSUILL L ST  Yved  Quieidlehd .« dmmiaugl — Gumev  yerom  QFeny  QUBUSDEHTSE
TOURSSILL ST GTGTLINS QIS o FUWILLTRNS).  ASDEGLPeT OLI(BRIFDHT LDSHET L&D
QFg pepulevar Ogmevalliicy. FremisCarT® Mhs O\&TeTauDI6T eLpevlb. Q)BHHIOT 2 (HaUTH%HSSF 6T

FTTeRTHS BTLD WhEHICVFTGTOT (LpLg ujLb.
@uen_meug 2_ssapewp (Secondary Burials)

QperafpG wmelev Hevr_sHReTn QUIGHLDLITCTET FLOFFGHTGTRISET (Q)TGHTL_MTeUS (LPeWD {L_dSHLD
QFWLILL L Dal. @Q)HEET LIV SLPTUIR] FTGTMIHET 2 S IIBSSPTneT. @SnHTer elendssgemer
WLOGHI  LIVHVSGHLHSHT  Gsmevelwe Yuieuerd H.S. et euisefer smprier eLpevib
sfwerdt.  CeaelipPu  QuEhsHETwd Reraiiselev @S oL dloer fPg BT S6r
Qarafuied’_ ® wupevas Hpib alvEGHeTTe 2 @waTLILL ®  eFw  eTebLEemar Lo BHGLo
ameugglerarany erar GPLLI@SDTT. @)5Coar @)reri_maig 2L_sHLbpern TGS NG & Tevadlicy
Quiaumery &).&llgwenilweT aifser S oflerdsd @)bHmHaws Goeyd GgefleyLBSHRGTHS.
@isaiisafler 21 _me Qawfuie ol Gell ® Werery U BT ser sifl&Gg eTaybaud GFaflég
FLOSFRGTRISE agsl Lidssglerarary. @)$smsaw GCFWGTER FLOFFGTRND LIV BT ST VeVs)
rgEFer sfiss o @aurssiu’ Gerarar (BUPESFo CUEBESDSTVL LGTLT®), $.&UlTenfiie,

L-141 )eT6id FamieuBesT eLPGULD <9fMLIGUITLD.
@G gimaruiar CarmLb

QUIEBBISDHTEV LoGSHET Q)THGL UTLPHeS (Lpewpuied euTLpBoseuTsHer etariig Quilu sHHeerd
Qaran®  modRerariiger  eraplidwerer  LpeypulGeCu MGG TeTaT (LY EnE.  HLPTUIIG
Fev_ss5 mFPerarmseied @Gr FTATEHV LIV 2L V&Hele 6TeV/LDL|F6T HenL_shHermer. eTesTGeu
P FLLFFGHGILD PHAIBSHTAG V6. G RH SUADHTATCHT VG R GOLOLSBDITETCHT
QBHES(BSHHeTLD. FHLIGISmS: arailev sLCUAWSTS 2 6rearsTer QEemar anU®BSS GLEHLD (LPwHEF)
whmib  9P%  Cauevevliim@Eer  CaeauliLil’ 1g (hd@GLd. L6  wdhsefler sl @ wpunHFulerTev
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@QFRsramsen erpliiil ®ererer. Gogyib, Quflw Fwelle @y @L_GPev L RLb Gever QHSH6

eTaiTLg) etevpuws GSmflevmi L H@palser @evevns HTevSSev Lidab HlgaTdbSeTenn aumiihs GFuwev.
Qsbsmar 2Ly WGEs QOSmar earn ewwlily OGaimib Yyerom GFermy eu@d el eren
FBSPV YL GGG (PODWITS  QBSHTE. LIDSTSHSTT QBGmar ol euflum (B
wpoons@ wiwGs sl semew_w GCHmhmid (@)Tewr_mb wpevm L &Hd OFinwuiiu’ 1 18epFuw
21 efletr erpibysemar 261Ger @QBUSHETE THUBSS (@)(BbHeTb. 2 (heurssliul L G w
LigIGe&Hen  LBaTRD B&5I5S Caubnmm @Qwis oL cdowar oaugg LBa@TBL Y LiLigSamsulenet
APRB  GTHTLIG TP FUPSTIWSPHV eTaflsmar GFuwey @evevev. FHeT GRLOLSHCVT Yeveug)
&alGevr Qmisaufler 21 e 2L_&asb CFunn b FemerGuw Cungirers. abearafsy anaarGa
FPWISGTLILY. (PP 2L D6V SfaUfseT L &b OFunueldvene. @nis 2L _we Gaelulel B ereh&w
eTeibflenar i BHCw yhsiemaruieT eufluins ausaieTares. @ LIGISMBHSET LIV 2 L cuEaner
eTLbLSeir  Ge_sGermert.  (QFev  QLIHLOLITEYILD | Lhewrenl_ @(B&en, Bewr_  ereybLjger, afleur
eTQYLDL|FGT LoDmID SipSsTent_ger YFwaipanGu GCaibOsB sl @aiggierarary®.  GLI(BLLITVTeT
QamerseT  LGISmSEE@G . S LGHuICGW  LDBEHIGTATHIC  eTeDLSmEaT  @)(RAUSDSLD
LID&TVSHe  Lien_wey OCUAGL S6T @aIlUSDESGLD @Q)eval LILg)eTeTsns  Qbhhgierers. GLogyLb,
UFHEHSG@G LN SHoTar wHmid LWSTURSHW QUIGL Fever emaidgl - aufluT®  OCFIuSHELD

QsaiemaruienaT LILGTLRSS Q) BHPDTIHCT.
@ GsImaTuder aeTiEFBlenev

ugldeanssafev 2 arer QGSGmaruier aearTiFd Blevevulevesr 5 HL 1 _mFenTs H). FHULTLoewh e

QUTHT GO _BHGTOTTH. 606U,

1. Qhamarsg uewrs aumuiey GCumev: Lgishansuler o UGS Smhselliuc L plenev.

2. svevepuler g @@ HaFule Gevugd oL saliul B geurgd Gumerm
YLoLiLIeweT 2 (HUTSEHIL Blevwev.

3. svavmpulsT Asel LGB wepwrer agaid @ U auger @@gwern.

4. YB$s aaTiFF el age QGBSer. QbBleney OLI(BEGSNSTEL  LIGRHTLITL 1q 65T
QUGTTFF Blevev 6T YMLPSGFHLILIGF NS

5. UGS QUL L & FOVDWTS UaTiFF e psl ety @Quewm®  Q)hgiemer
@G plenev.

sHBumensw Blanev

sHCUTMSW Yi_d&b QFiud LPeDFaNL (IpLp 2L 6V LBHHH) HMILD HEHDHE 6T6TD

Quem® (pewpser STETLLGEDS. @ear @uOaT(h LWSSHDHGL RPACGTH FeLps eLILNDEGLD

TaT LIV FL_m@G (pewper Gamu@&etpar. @Fe Q)BSGIewer eTeTaenh aupdhsd OeuellliLen _wims

QeveeQuweTIeb Hev LIGHFeNV @AIaIpSFLD LODLPSLOTS QGTmih 2 6rens). SHCUTH FGHSTE

TETELpSSLILIRLL  @mEGHTevr 9L _dsib  OFyd @ rerg GO L eray il BHGw
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RaQeurw Fpssamsd Fiihs Lflalanmeg oar salwns @HISSLLUGRGTDT. bs QL _SBDHGET

" BHC &Feps sFafle SaeuipenpFer Langsasliu . Ceauahrgw @Gpelsy @ GALUSSHDSG @0
Fevevemn L HCWw YLGSFILGPDS. 2ABS GRLLUSmSF Fiibsauismer @Gr &Hevevenpmuiev
LS55 Qbs QBEmaT el Qe Hev @L_misafley pSFSEH 2 GTaTH. 0 GRLDLSMSF
Gorpsaui Qmwis ey <eufler Blevereurs 9 &ab Qi L QL $Fe GFmsev O&Fmear(h)
sl 1b eraprinii’ @ Gasmullev Gumeirn euflum@®ser pevL_QUuSeTner. bs FHL_L_L_SIGT (LpeiT
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1. After death the body was left Exposed for a considerable length of time and subsequently
the available bones, salvaged from the feast of beasts and birds, were interred, without
reference to their normal articulation, along with grave goods in the megalithic tombs.

(H S.Ramanna, Pg:5)
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There are also graves with multiple burials, sometimes upto sixteen people in one

graves, as reported by meadows Taylor from Gulbarga region in Karnataka (H
S.Ramanna, Pg:5)

Usually skulls, a selection of long bones, ribs and mandibles formed the bulk of the
collection. The method of Interment involved here is termed Post-excarnation burials.
(H S.Ramanna, Pg:5)
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