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Fishermen's Culture in Contemporary Novels

Dr. N. Ratnakumar,Associate Professor,Madurai College,Madurai 625011
Abstract :

Fisher folk constitute one of the major ethnic communities living in the southern
districts. They are referred to by various names such as Bharathar, Fernando, Mukkuvar,
and Nulayar. Literary references to these communities can be traced back to the Sangam
period. The Neithal thinai poems, which focus on coastal life, are highly prominent in
ancient Tamil literature. Even after the emergence of modern literature, there has been
extensive discussion about the lives of fisherfolk. Notable fictional works such as Rajam
Krishnan s Alaivaa; Karaivile, Bodhi Sattva Maitreyan s Sippivin Vayittril Muthu,
Vannanilavan s Kadalpurarki/, Thoppil Mohamed Meeran s Oru Kadalora Gramathin
Kadhai and Thuraimugam, Ponneelan s 7heda/, Sridhar Ganeshan s Vaangal, J.T.
Kurus s Aazhisoozhl Ulagu and Korkai, Christopher Antony s Thuraivan, as well as
the stories of Kurumpanai Berlin and Varithaiya Constantine, hold great significance.
This study explores the representation of fisherfolk in these fictional narratives, focusing

on the challenges of their daily lives and the cultural identities portrayed within them.

Key words: Mukkuvar, Bharatavar, Prati,” Identity Crisis, Ethnic Groups, Trade,
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<9 GHIGHLOWI [5TUGVFGTIGV LOGToUFSHaR6o LIGRTLITL 19 16y

amearay B @USFars@GLomd, Qeents Guor@flwg, Lgewrs sewrd), wgey 625011
QYUIGF F(5SHSLD:

ey o&ser  OFeir  omeul L _migefley  eumTupld  (PSFw  FeLpHld. LTS,
QugermesorGL_m, LpSH&auL, BT GTGUTL I LicvGaumy QLT HETTGV @eugser
@V _LiuGFernery. @dFepsmsearts UpPu QeEHws GOILILSET Fhg FTevsHHCevGw
srerlIL@Ferper. LGy eumpaluene ewowioTss Gsmenr . GBI Hevenrs Hallensser
uee»L_wg SUp QevsGwrisellsv hsab pSHWSHSGIQILD UTLIHS. BT (@)eVSFUILD
Camerw  Letrerpid ey odsefler eumpaiwcy Lpy) eflfleurer afleumsmigser BL_hieTaTeT.

gr&Ld Hpayesrener emeveurTs FevgulGev, CuT® Fdheu ewiogCruwefler P uier euuinaflev
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LpSS], UGTTERT BTG HL_VLTsSHev, CHTLILIV (LpsHng LBFmefer eh HL_Cevmy &ImdSer
F0% LOMMILD FIewm(Lpsid, Oumeratevefler Gsrcv, GBm.1y. Gmedler YLiGLp 26V& LoHMILD
Qarhens, HleavCGL_mug e _efluiler gewmeust, HCs Gumev Ghbuemer GLifeder LoHmLD
aanlflewswm  srerev_ctent_eT  YHCwmler FwBHT YHwewes WGBS (PSP H@ILD
UTBSal. @ brTacvsellsy  FTeTLLRWL  eraiiseler LTS B SsHMuSDS  FalaTsFev
TBS5HG OFTaTHNSG @Q)SHL_Hevy. LiaTeuisHefleT YGTHTL . QUTLPSHHUNGT FOUTCHET LDMHM)LD
QYUTFHErEGHT  FSSHFHLULPLD — FUTEFTT — OL_WTATHEIFEOT  GOLDWILOTHS — O\HTeT(h)
<Y GNLDHSIGITATS.
Spayd QFmpaer - (pi@Geud, LuTseud, LTS, e wrer QBHSHLY, @)eTHGLPSHHET, auemhasLD,
2 pLiSs
(pSRTEIGHT

BB aumupl FeLpSiseRedBHgl LPOOID LADILILL &I, $L_0 uTlp LBeTeuTSaneT
QUTLPSHENS, GOLOILEF FeLphmisaraey Lfihg Osmerer (plgwirs fefbLBleYevF FeLpSHEIFET e,
S GOLOWILDTES QESTGRI_ FUpSEISE. LITSUT eTeTLS QLTSS QLuTTs @) BHSTaLD
2BV gﬂ@%@u_ﬁT, @6’5@@1/.7, Quiermesn QLT eTelt Lev GLwTHeNev SIS FHLILIDS DTTFHET.
Qserarss &0 gl OacuGam @)MSGUPSFET GUTLPS I WG] STV @)USEEILI
Lgtidey eareum aumpees LIVSTLLIRI@LY T8 QUBHGTDRTT. YaTTeyh LgSeaus ererGs
QUITSIAITGT  SEL_WITGTLOTS, FRSFTLD QST m% QUISIILIWETUTL 1960 U(HLD QL.
QIWTELOW  FTAIVSGeNG LTSeuiFaflar  eumpaiwey ermmentd  UZey  QFunuliL’ (HeTend)
erarieng  Fuierr euuilnslev (1LpSF, HYeweveuTuisemTuICa YHu (TR  FTACVHMETS
FeTLoTHS O&Te(® (Q)m@ aleuTsss ILIBS nS.
SL_FTy LBasaursener QUITLp@JLD @UTGUTMILD

QumoprsyTy OsTLm& Qsramy, C&TH®S SHTEHHGY. oaf, serafumgof
eTeor  pevr_  FSL_pFevgeowd  CFips  UGHeow  2eTer_S@uig  OFGTLDTOIL L MGG,
“QaafprBLcr Qmfj Qeraragp Lp Csmhdsdr pLggiuspGL o flu B
SL_DFETLI  UTGRTy W BIL 1960 26@. Qevaufins LSS SOISHL_6V  BT(HHEHL_GYILD
FpsFTFW  FTRS@HL_gID UTewTigw  FI®R OS50  UpmsTUEOSTL B L6  (LpenpnsHaflev
Oam_jyQsranBererg. @)Cs Gumeim Lmemgw BTG S HFOITLI LI 1 GOEIFEHL_GT
L BTl ®, Qeaeallprl B pasgmser Qsm_ju Osmeaw@ererer. ‘v e fwms Limesg w
BTGV LIV Felpsk, LIGTUTL (DS STSEHmIGeT eThiLl_(Rererer. HL_cvaulfluims pL_sSS5L06LHD
ouenflaid Limesg w19 T QuITGeTTSTT aeniENSGL QUi geew NS BSPeTng
eTar@ T (pewereui Geugmdaevib.t

276

Algan VATATTEBH HYNWE| VidTalpd ISSN: 2582-399X Eomrcal:7 amuie:28 AdSLaug 2025



— Vol:7 Issue :28 October 2025

Uggaud, Lgeld, eoag Lgsd erertGumd, sllpssger s Lipeowner FTuieTs.
LIGRTGYL_SHTeUkIFalley SL_6V FITT FHewmpsHniserTar O&menry, (PFM), LPHGTSHETLD eLPGTMILD
umeserigw 19T FiauGsas QBT[] eOWBISET QY@GHLb. HSGTTCV, LITGHTL) W Y TFeT
o BaUTSSHFNN aerTidPuisy LTsaTsefer LSl SSWLDTTS. LITETIY L aILbFSmSS
Cammmielssaiiser WarauisGer eretn FHHHH/ID 2 6®). Wer G&mguileverd G&me(k) SO
QYrenad Cammmieildsauiser LTSaisGar erem(pLd 2 6ir(h). LS6T LG SH6v, (LpSHHidH GeflssHey,
FEFMNISH, 2 L efleveralsse Gumermenas @auiseler OBmyevser. Fmis Q)evsH&HILnkisemey
LG LML GV&6T  @aufiser Ljsepll  UThSermer. QevsSwmkiser, OFLILLILIL 1L _wikiSer,
Qaualpr_L_mi GPiyseT, SOQUL_PESET TRILI LIV YSTIHSET LTSUTSNGT aITeuTHen
TBSH®TSFDS.  LGamy UL Qu@lseT YU &H  wahoEiseilsty @RGSR
mBSGTaTLILIL_L_MeY/LD LEGRT(RLD  LEGRT(RLD  SHmFefler 2 @LPLIITeY @)TH@GLY  UTLDHEDSIITCV
BQL_(Lphs  UTTHEDL  LUTFSSUPYSnS.  (LPTBTL_Fafley  LITewTquif — eTedmiLb,
uen_wr Fuwg, aleveveugmwd, Lumegmwd, ureguwGsed, Fmsrmug  eTerGneveVTLD
QYLpSSHLILIL_L_aufsHer @erm GuermewGLm, wdFmGLm, wdsTCpetanmev, Grm fGsm
aretry  CUTiSHSEFW  QLIITSETTEYILD  PSSLILIRRDTISHET. LaTel 5 HTevs2e0nnbC%
EFTNES GTGUEHGV FHL_GUIT6V LOGSTOU [ FHGITIT6V LIMSIHTEHSLILIL_(B) QULSIGTOTCNS LGV
ugeTHDTLITeTTSHGT GV RReTmerd. “sllprasefen. Guw Gumigser pL_pEmeib qGumd
SL_nCuTIns @)BhsPevener. HL_e0le eLpeiTn HTHS@HLD @THTHCa GFWLIL (R eubSH6T.
gns  sTwsPHG wWwarlinEGs Qbs pHmILw QoS WbSSTES  OBARDS T LT
FENIGTLITGUGH. HTHEOD, HL_6D6V, LOGHGT HLDLOMGY HL_BHLILIBSS (LPLYULD 6T6T [HLOL|SHGTDETI.
FAmieugser LT YOWHSES uTrew alewarumi (b eT6TLs FMIQUTHET eMeUens 6T(LPLILILI
um@® Uml (k. YW GTLPHSTR ST LOQTOUTHET HL_gYIsGeTGar GFVGULPLYUJLD. SV
LOBSTLILITL_6UTEV 9emevenil (Quishsh (LpLgujLh 6TedTmI BHLOLIFGTmETL.

“peurGev guihg eur

govaulL_1b Gum’ ® eur

LOTBIGT QRevL_FR% HTGrer

LDGDGUIILDGDGUIIT G IIhS GUIT

Capmam gev_d&s5 HTGrer

Casmp GGev eap) eum

&L_m QOFTepsHF % HTGTET

FMIFDILILT QUIHEHIUT GUIHHIUT eeeoss
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@aveorwrs Lew Qu@iiier Curs 2yseT RBH&GSOV TP iss%, CUTisHs FPwisefsr
YU Fudev gpu L FelGumgm L _mser Gumermenes Qauiseflsr (Qars@Hp cUelevLoewiL
LepFThmeIeT. FTevai FTevmseles QUBLLLITILD GEBHTETSL LITSMTHET D055
SLpNPSTOGTT.  YIILSH® prwssiseT LarupPud sL_Gomall LG@edT QSTL_fLTens
Qs metensuiey sseguieTy) QBHSSTR 2 (haureT Blenevenioseverss GUmui  &Tev(H Glaey
QeveuTmy g mIH DT “Gaailwideee.. Lgaimeven(iBara) piggis  Cusib  Gurgl, Syeujser
CumisHGPw  GLyosser erern GUUAGR .  WSereuls wGHsefler U B Qrss
QusISHIdD FTTHS BIUTHD OHMID GHOWD QBTL_JLTET FLU L YPHTITLD WSS W LD
CumrssGRuid welng ®%sGCFTen® I L &4 LTsa GusDeard OCuUITsFi @Gevdseaud
CTRTLSDSHTET LIV L _IITOTHISET YSPUTTTIFRFNYID Fewl_S% @UGHTERTLD 2 6iTemeT,
THENG LTSI GV @eeni @QWSSLD. @S LomILILILD 2 @R, LITSUTEMETL Lifeiss
GUSTTEE  FBSCAUGTHLD  GTHTUTMHLD 2 WT(F.  SJOUTHGT @emmaieyr  @aTdhdLp
DL WTaThIGaTs: Q& TesL_aursertas e @&Q@W@mﬁ. QYUTHNGT  9EWL_WITETRISGEHLD
G@UILILITS  FLOWBLOLIGFSHET, FL_BIGHET, 26016 LIGTLITL RLPedDSH6r, GaaulfliorLFefev
Aeruppliu’ ® e OSTL_féfser (FeamauQuiceuri eUDHEDDLI  LILPAIE LY LILIGETLITL 19 65T
QsmL_fdRwrssd ST Qs @oiurs  “apreper  aflur®  @emib  OFeirarss et
vevuGPsafller LeTLppli®GFng. Fus@ewsHwsFer CsTL_GEF Qbs  FDILpeTeuSIm(.
Ul g eriuTme  Waraumsellar @aré@Gly L wiahSmars USey QEFUigeTers. xS
FDILpeT uflum’ enr . enwwionsls CUFH DS
P0G Bewrs Cpdamen)
BB FvedeT gymever GLimev
QBB HSITevTy- 0D HTLpCFisP
GMIBIF TS LY BTLILI
BlevauenL 55 @)peTGLImev
GUEMGVIL{GWTTRIEG LOGRTGY (LpGiTfley
Apdsrevps ST L mpbs
OloueTgn S TeTSH SIS HevTLmCHTenS LT
Fevardapraier CHm®bL_ (B
LoenaTFCFIi B QAUGCVEVGHTHIF T TeV 8
LOG@TLITLILIeY HDTLP6Tear BL_(h HMUDD GUETHEIGS HuFHeller GeTL. @&n& LT
L flerssmser smpPall L arr. @& ewh@ afur®, SLcogmEr eufum®. eriig Guim
FDOILpeT uflm® QersGip Fwow auflum e SSmer ST HFPnS. Qemid  OperarsL
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ugsel  @Qes@rp eufurhisellsy  @enes  sSaflisgeunTar L wTeTLILRSSN.  SHSTHSET
WRIBS Yiger GLmieT swevew THSS DUSS AUTHIGUS TG  LOTLITS
QBSPNSI. 24F HOTL_FHTeL Q)asGLpSHsHafley Q)bFamai CLITHGHMaTd: FTILPLY-FNG. HYFHLI
LITSQITE@EULD  LIGRTEDL 1l HTGLD  (LPSG6V RB  QATEGLp AP IWTTHEFDTS  OFHTEOTL_HTH
QuuRaupauspe Wsd Gpss sram Qbs sprwer afur®. ussisefeEr aTpailey
Gaur_etr  1hetr  pafgHeunns  @QpSFDH.  Gaur_er et  LseuiHefler  LeTLITL B
TIFEDBFFTL_HHNG. Oer SUpHsH  HL_pHIOIILGHuI T  UTST,  (LpdhGaud
PG L_mevLleneT gEISe) 6TeTm ewLpS&HeTpard. @6t GuuwifssTIenTd O)%Hlieleveney.
aueevuiley yFLLL L_mev, @)bibevers &HL_aGewGw ol (HelBeus eupsHLd. LG SHLIIL L
L_meviietr, Loeflgearis Guimev 9jupb @Quicvliers) eTeTmLb, LOAGEeTd STLIITHYILD GTGTMILD,
Cprailps@d e upplu yurudews werarGr Hhg Osfailégd e L mevLisr
et Lpl aupsTOser QUGS Wereufll b eaupriGHerme*.t

“@rselo . auhg 2 winGsri Q&my umTH®” THTHNG Hevriy.
SLLpS LBeraufsHer er L9 SSGLD Lpewperws eugg e Lfleysertasl L9SsL0LC_(HeTerey.
ULl g esTeud, LTSI, eUeneVWd, ST, (Lph@Geud, OFLbLIL eud, HewL_wd, Hevd eTeoLls LIy
fleyser o er®. S0ps rs Wereui peveaumfluib Yenwds LOCAUD BL_GULY HDSHHEEN,
WerGarpriseer Werauf eumpailey gnUBSS — QUBAIS BTLD LUTHSS (PY-Fnd.  @)bsLi
Werarenfuiey LvGauny Sriniar Beteur umpmSmW TS UBGRGTDGTT. DIy
Fevfletr LiewL_Liysewarts Lereupd LGFFeflev &messrGuLimLb.
Cur@ssgiau ewwsGrumailer FLNuier auudpplev Lpsal

UBISHGHMBF CFIhHH @G)J;T SITESISSIY. QUTLD HL_DHT BeTauTsearu b Gseioman’
aurpsesewud 055 Fevelwwons erpPuilBsHnrd. @& e OmHOLWTIL  Brasy.
Operalb@u  FL60 PSSHUTTESDT QLGB HLGV  pSHSIQTTEFND  GLbD
e LIauBIGeNeT ULfumTs @QbS BT GTLPBETTH. FL_GVILb, 2 L] IIGGE@HLD LOGHBIHwaT
eTehTaT  GASLOTGTLI LIGRTLITL (RF (@LpevFafley &L I _ennsEms 16T (Q)bBTeueledT eoLOuILD.
sup Qsflung IpQwmf) Cussemywaisensd Qbs pras S FLGVFTT aimpeiueme
Qaremr®  OFetmg etetpIe 9%  WewFHuwievew, FHHawewreLpis@uiertev  GQomSiimssid
Qi _Bererd. SHTHSIF5G-ulev eurapd  OuierTECHT  LieTeuTHefleT  QUTLPSFEIILI
LB QFisTed USCSTHTLSTD HITHDTTY O OF6T SLALFSFY BLbS HTFWD, FoLpd
LOTDODEISET,  (LpSEITEDLD. FHHPT  QBFwraller e,  Bepewd,  GuGHTewIh, gD,
Qpevevey, seraflwm@Loll GumeTy BHTRIGND BL BB FLpd  LOTHDBEIHENGT  LOGT6UTH6r 6o
ampsmsiler s WTpPESGTH @mamissi LSe Gigisors @ipras. HusHd
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