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Film Narration and Social Impact: A Study on the Film Asuran

(Film Theories, Technical Aesthetics, and Audience Reception)

Mr V.Sasikaran,, Lecturer, Department of Fine Arts,Faculty of Arts & Culture,
Eastern University, Sri Lanka.echnical Aesthetics, and Audience Reception)

Abstract:

The 2019 Tamil film Aswuran, directed by Vetrimaaran, is a significant cinematic work
that intricately weaves artistic techniques with profound social themes. This research
paper explores how the film effectively portrays powerful concepts such as generational
trauma, caste oppression, and resistance, helping audiences to understand these complex
social issues with clarity. The critical analysis focuses on . the film s core cinematic
elements—narrative  structure, editing, cinematography, art direction, sound, and
performance. By applying theoretical frameworks such as Representation Theory (Stuart
Hall), Realism (André Bazin), and Reception Theory, the study examines how Asuran
impacts diverse audiences and contributes to contemporary discussions on caste-based
inequality. Through thematic, character, and visual analyses, the research demonstrates
how the film s aesthetic and narrative choices have shaped its wide social influence
and critical recognition. Ultimately, the paper argues that Asuran functions both as a
work of art and as a form of social activism, redefining the role of Tamil cinema in
shaping collective memory and narratives of resistance. The film also received the

National Film Award for Best Feature Film in Tamil.

Keywords: Asuran, Vetrimaaran, Tami/ Cinema, Cinematograplhy, Art Direction, Realism,

Audience Reception, Caste in Cinema.

SegliLiL & FSOFTVVEYILD FeLpHS STHSHAPLD: Y FTGT FewTLILIL_Lb.
@evgiiuL_& Gam_um@sen, OFmflevm L1 YPPW LOHMILD LITFenaULITaTy
ugCaumry)

. dFwmiCumy  FRsgerr, Afleyewgwmerd, mETHMVSEH®D, FHeev FEQUTFTT LFL_LD,
FPSGLI LIGVFDSFLPFLD, (@)GUEIGHS.

QUi F F(HHHLD
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2019 b Yyew® Oeuppormer Quisssge Oeuellaubs FT6T FewTLILIL_LOTRTS), HeD6V
BIL_ LBISEOT  QYIPLOTGT  FoLpsd  H(BSbaF@nL_a  OeupmsTonsl ereflls  eveniss b
WpéHFwiomer Feflom’s e _LiLTs Qbs Yuwieys s _(Heng aleurTHasEng. seeipern FEHwimer
un@iy (generational trauma)> 1w @ESGLeD, wWHMID THILy Curein FEPauTLins
FGBLUOUIGTSewarts UL b ereueumny G fLOFTeI(®), QBB LNTEFFHCTFHDGT
urgeauumeriser erafi@ev g Osmetar 2 HaPns eTTLINS (QbS YUy YTTUIS DS
QéFevgliL_sHer alofFars LGLUTLIG) ST eLowdF FT FnmiFevars (Fe0d HewLoLIL],
UL $0sr@Ly, geflliuGe), FewewedioliL], 6, whmib ByLiy) uflfeveer QFUIS DS
oS nPsgieus Caml um@ser (wBail apmev - Stuart Hall), wamisseaunsb (e Gy
un@er - André Bazin), wpmpnib augGeaupys Casmiumn®  (reception) yHweupenp
ArCursliu®ggiauger epevlb, @SSt b LGain urieeiwmerjseflen_Gui eTeucumm)
BTHEHSMS  THLURSDIG - GTTLIGHSULD,  FTHW LY LiewL _wievmer FLogGIuLbeTenls GnHlss
FLo&T AlaTsSHe HYpeT. GFvaTsmSI D Qhs e NFTHSHDS. Dnermiie) FHwimer
SOLIQUTIRGT UIay, SSTIUTSDT UIYH6T, LOHMILD FTL P LUGLUTLIG HYPwena, LSS
FLPFHS BHTHHHMD (LPSBUILDTTSTHALD LTUeVTSH YmSH K %sLILL L _STHayLd LomHHud(HohELD
Seogriu_g Caiaysewaer BlenLsSeTner. @QnISWITS, HFHTT HILILIL_LD H6V LOHMILD FoLpsF
QEwevLn® (activism)) erenr @ meauensdd QFuUTBSwerd QFUIRDG, @)BH6T eLpevLd Fnl' (B
Devenay  Loppis BTG sossmer b ETSGNHS Slps Degiiu s Lieos
wneuenTien OFIFNG eTein QBsSS% FL_Hor LAbsIsHNs. QsFengii b CFws

Sangri_ pevsuyd (Fvps 50065 DevrliuL_s@nsamer) GLbHHS).

SoayF QFmpser: yxger Gawplwmper, Hlps Geogiii 1, RIS, FeIeVLenoLiL),

WSTTSHSUTSLD, LITTenuTenrT agGaupL), Feflomalsy Fr).

upeTenieng :

QUTGUITHM) F@wirs, SLOLpS SeOILILIL_LDT6E ) 2TF w6 QeuafliLim’ 19 HE&Lb
QuTupsICUTSRDGLLD M FEPaumiihs 201_sw0Tss CFeneu OFUIG GHSIETTS. QeVSHEHILILD
whmib wrL_mig Performance wpysefev Gaensrdw @1 omp@ws DewgliLiL_miser,
FTP), QUFsHLD, wHmId ew_wrertd Gumerp Fohsevmer Fepsls LIgFReveisearsd OmL_[Hhd
SWTeT(h)  eubgerarar. Fger (2019), QaupilormeT @QuisssS60 S LOHMILD LOEHIF
aurflug By lniey OQeeflleubs @QBbSHL  LL_LD, Foips FLoGHUOGTEIWD LODMILD  eTEmDILI
QYTFTHEISSHFT HDHTT FOWNTCWTHLD YFWIDINS DFWTE@HLD (K  T(HSHIHHTL _L_TeT
aljsaionss saisg PO DI
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yoewfl erp@uw Gaudens preaiemes Hupad THSSLLIL L QSFewgliLi_ib, Bl 2 flevnssrs
aeipedns  FTHw  Cuwrseley FEHG sHalsGh @@ H0%  afleuFmwd  G@LDLISDHET
Sumpm’__mgeerts L9eTQSTL_FRNE. Pousml) etestp LTSI SHTUTESS TS (Protagonist)
FdB, SUOPHTL 19 6T FImoliyn Blev Hewolifev YLponsll LIGhserer yenoliy F@wimer

RO GG perpullert auaTpennd CHTILOTT WHTISSSwHLI LITHLOGHNS).
QFsL_(Hevg ysger Peorli_ sl Lerteuhommy UGLmiey QFuSHng):

1 gyLpLomer  SHLIGLITHeTHET:  auaTLpedmuiet HHF), sSeevipedm FHwimer LTI,

wHmib FHvelleviws THIFUILNGT YUBLOTHS FH(BSH/SH6V.

2. Feflom  mCusiser:  geflliuBey, UL H0STGLL,  FeweuwenioliL) HMILD 660

QUL QUGLOLIL] PWenal GTeUeTH DTLILIL_GPGT WSTTSSUTHSS aUeYLILIESSIF GTDE.

3. Camuml_ ®F - QFWeUTSSHLD: FTSH Yy len_ulevmer  aueTLpedn  LDplw
2 TWITL_e06VS HTBTRUBV BT HTHHHMS arall , LITHGT wHmib ewBeuil_ ammeler

CamL_Lm®FHearTL! LIIGTLI(H GESH6V.
guiyssrear Camlum’® s Lewiiysear (Theoretical Frameworks for Analysis)

QYFHTGHT  DOILILIL_SPGT Fewevd CHHeHeT LOPDMILD BT FeLpoHd BTSHLD  YFH DD
wpaperowmss L haOsmaragn@ 2 Sajb LvGan Gl Lml (H% SL_L_ewliLFewer @)bss

FL_Revg 2uia) CFUIS DS
Seoguiev wamissansy (Realism in Cinema) (e’ Gy un®er - André Bazin)

0 ress alwjssi e Gr Lumfermev aeduymiSsLiul | wWSTTSSUTSSBET FHL_L_eoLoLiL,
Fevgriu_sFer  Qupevswrer  umemievwwb  (Naturalistic  Style)  Qsmiflevm g
Copigoyseanuyd  LhgIQsTd0sDG @G WPIPwwTeT  SETGaT LS5  aIpEGHDS.
um§et, el 11 LG Iolh TGS WHTISSSD e QuibBTssariomer LTSI 6TeTLIST6,

Faflor aumpsensulier wgTissnsamart: LNrLedss GCeauerRd erern eUedumisSerT.

&I PewTlii b Quipend @efewwls LWGTLRSSHIS, L _sasds Cswgrssear (Handheld
Cameras), wpmb 2 ewewowmes @ _mseflev L rnfginy (Location Shooting)) Gumep
Qemfloomi’ s SpiHeer  LWETLRSHUSET e QbS  WSTISSMUTS oINS
Qe GHDH, Qe  warsgib e ewewssarewerw  (Authenticity) o (heunds

2 &6 FeTDeHT.
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@S gaiad Gasm_um® (Representation) (sw@agr_ apmev - Stuart Hall)

FTH  FTYW  POSGLP®D  oppiid  THFUIL  QSTLJUTRT LI LOBSEGT  GTEIAITDI
SL_L_OWEHNE LOPHMILD QLY UEHLLEH NS GTTLGLI LIGLILIMIe OFiuBev ev@euil_ ammeder
oS BPssieus Casmlun® Weseb @erdwenownsgs. FeoTlil b FTHW IGTLHGHDEIL
QeauelLILBSHIAUBET eLpeVLD, FeLpdh AYPFHTT o paysemer Fefom ereueumy GOufL_MHGH DS
aeTLmE  Gpbu . BeplsSng.  ddeflibyBlevey  wssefar  (Marginalized — Peoples))
Qerarevsmars  GevgliuL wrearg  STLOLURSS (WPYSDG, @ST epeud  Jyeufsafier

@I L @RS ssusems (Symbolic Representation) o mi@liLi®gsSng.
agQGaipys Csriur® (Reception Theory) (aw@eaugL_ ammev)

QFEIeT  PevgliL_S@er  euewlBFRwImer - QeupPlyib, < LTHS  STHFHUPLD  ugGeupLd
Cam_um’iger epevb  Fpibiir.  @llerdsLi_eomib.  @QBss%  CHsmL_uLn®), uTieauwTerleT
"o o Beégw" - (Decoding) Geweoun®, ssmrmwuser Geugmd) Ssmar  Leyerer
e wrerliu@sse (Empathetic Identification) wpse ey FRuwmer auetipedn LHPIW
<fleysmg  Critical ~Fbgever cueny, whmid QmoiGwrs OGpry  rfwe FHUIEG  aUenT
GOLN_G555 erallev oTmLL L & eTen SwmmPng. OGeaGaiy Demographics @bz
ughs wpmid wapul L ugGaupL] FPS S @ITWITL VHM6TS HTEWTLY LIL $H6T LpHEHwL

UBSDG 2 5FH DS

@ofiliuBey whpib sewevweroLnier ugLumiey (Analysis of Cinematography and Mise-

en-scéne)

DYFTGT FeOJLILIL ST FeLpSd HTHaHD jHer HPpaiar Faflom Gomywmeyid G\&riflevm L

QFWITEHFSHTILD YLPLOTSH LIGVLILIBSSLILIL (H6TeTS).
qafitiu@ab wamissarsw (Cinematography and Realism)

eaflliL@eumery Geucvgmeslesr 2SS (LPEOD LIL_g&eT [BLDLIGLDITGOT O mefenws
BleveuB T PDagsn@& 2SS wmauPwiorers). Lereier Bns s @Hsefer (Earthy Color Palette)
aflaurer LweTLT® whpid Gupas peflowd FTikEg QBLLS AP F®S LPLHRISILD
wSTISSUTSSDS  GPLIIN_S555 eraller GBSV,  @QbsS S  FL,
Qpwpssoner, swuL_&5s5 ST Gsemerts ((Handheld Shots) vLwetL®$51Pns,  @eveu
Sgmoliyp  Bevliugliyseerts UL NG GG Lghs  STC _fseper  (Wide  Shots))

Caumi®$Ps ST _L_LiLBFermer. BlsFnasrer sHTUTSSTmGeNsr CUTITL L S8, Q)55
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BIGULILITLIL|FH6T F&6P)T5 S 6T [5LDLIGEHEHILILLD, AL SHeiG@GLD Y DDEDEIYLD

LTS BB a0 ILRSGSHID GSOWIRSTTS LOTMISHGTHET.
seewenLolIL|ld @)L _SGler psRwdgiauupd (Mise-en-scéne and Spatial Significance)

Sevgli_SFer  FHTU_FE  Feveweu, euisHd  wpmib  FTH  Lfaleweruier  (LpshHwis
FBLIOUITHETHET UeYLILIRSGS HeEUWGHLOLIGHLILT LILIGTLBHSHHF DS/

° Somwoliyp  Beliugliyser: @@SSLUC L aleuFmwd  G@LUSHET  Hlg S5

Cumgm_L_gews o6t _&Hw, Qevar HiL s 1 sHTUTSGTESMerL  GumeGay
QFWLRLD (LPSHENILDTGT Fn MISHG6T.

i g gear  (Costumes): augdsts  UOfledevearenws Oseflauns  euewgwmdbsa b

UMISSH@ LD YEDL_FET LIWGTLI(HSSLILI(HF 6T DT

¢ Qumrmerser (Props): éeusmws smalser wpmid yflemarger Gumerp GLimberaer

GO @ FOwrs PsHLGSHID UTLIESM, @eal 2 uljeuTpaisnsrer GHemeaiser LoHMILD
Grgeilev 2 erarTinbs $alliss (LPYILTSH UETLAEDDUIGT HBELOWITET WSTHSSHLD (3)TevmenL _ujLb

FL 195 FTL_(HFeTmeT.
uL Qsngliyw gy (Editing and Sound)

UL S0sm@Liumery .  gmod, STLOIGT  SEHERTEIFGTUILD  FHHENGTS  HTEUBIGEGTILLD
(Reflective Periods) @mewownssd FopleneoliL®SSH@ming. eueripeond Fr Fsefsr Guns),
s@eowrar  wipprserts  (Sharp  Transitions) L $0sn@Ly  UWGTLGSHB DS,
YD TFReOW 2 (BUTEGHHDS, HCH Fowlb 2 eTFFRASTLOMGT HTL_FsHer LmFenauwmerL_Lb
ponss @lILgnE Hew &1l Rsemerts (Sharp Transitions) vweTL®SHBng. CLogyiib,
&. &f. KrsmevgLomflsr @esweioliL, oL i o $FTins Gnarisermea (Restraint,
Utilizing Strategic Silences) aes iIL@SsILERDS. sl L ereesnt  @)enguiesr
CouetrHOIpetTeny LIwGTUT®), @GDLILTS NBSLILIG WITET [BTL_& 2 eOFWITL_6O6VS5 HeNFLILIG6T

eLpGULD, LIL_SFeT wHTisHs 2 ewrgenes GLolbLi(hSaIH DS
swLQuTmer ugliumiey (Thematic Analysis)

QFTGHT  (PHIFFUL_eID  YLpSHHIL D  Fdhsevmer  Felps-rFuwev  LTFFenearsevar

QYT TUIQUSET CLPGULD HeiTewarTd HeN5al%h HTL_HHMS).
FThw @@FGwepyLd Mot Cumgm L _risend (Caste Oppression and Land Struggles)
381
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FTHWL ULy plewevsar QUBLLTeYID 2 fleninsewers Siomefls@g SLOPHTL 1960 GLImS/6uTesT
B 205 ples ssgamsefer GCoryll Kog&uadliuns Qbss Fo% OFLOLGFDS. Q)bD
Blevls Cumrm L miger, FeLpssHFev FTHW HDHTT o peysefler G&TEILLTGT HL 19 LILITH@ LD,
gpsmar  Haujsefler QUITBTTSTT epevsaisFer  QBrd GCeyb el GasTaea b

OCEEBET
sevapep Fwmear ur@iiy (Generational Trauma)

SeLoliL] FWTT SBFujib ITCITHDI UGTLPEDUILD SEVLPTIDHGT (LPLPGUSILD SelibLIT a6
o TFFS FMETFETUILD GUTLDSHEDHEOUWIULD GTIITN] BYLPLOTS  QULY UGHLDGFGTHEGT GTGITLIHS
QBs5% Ss ewli] YNISHSDG. FeuFml) HYID HUTH LSS LDHEGT  (Lp(HHGT
YPCuThsEg Qe Guwmer apgedTUL_ L emiGUpenuist epevldb Q)& Osefleurs
QaualliLGFDS. DB  SDOLDD WG WHDID L _SGLpepuldBhg LT S5s

FOMISOFTeTL %I LoHOWITGTNY, SHNg-LiLTer Lpewpuiey LLfeummis elBLbLF ng).

aGiTpernd HPHPEG eTBuTar updsd s @Lur® (Moral Restraint Against the Cycle of

Violence)

FSHTHTWSET FouFms) 15 i0\smerepd eow  Grsey, Uaummhsey 2 arenuiey FEHamevs
SiHGLT  Yovevdy  Cogyid  FEHMQV 2 BUTHGLOT 6Tty  Slgeromer  CHeraflenws
UTFenauumeriser e1@iG&men@nbLg. S L muliLIGSHFDS. Q5 augs Qnis 2 eguiev
2 FFEHHL_L_GH0F MDL_BNE. UTH LOGHTeT  LIFEHFUILDLOTGT, DGITLILD, EHLOBNLDS TG
aueTpempedws SHLILSDHSHTaT @CT aulfl eremy TS BB epevid, @QBSLI LITFRenearTudev

R (PSFWLDTET THILILS STV QULPHIGFH DTT.
a@iliunss sevel (Education as Resistance)

FvallGu o @wapLowrer Yusd eern QT ST WEDISG APDISSID Cus, Qb5
FOS P PEAWS SSHUTISS LIHPS®S UPHGHNS. Q& T@ilieon oL & FHwmar
ULAQUMTBISEUTS  9eVeUToey  HMleyFTd  ompmib  Yewioliy  FRwmer  yFETILoeflIITS
puguen QFUSNg. Svalleow @ Fps epvsearonss (Social Capital) smsiaug),
aepeypuleT FpHFAdW 2dL_GF, RERFHULL L FepsHrisens@Gs GFageud (Dignity)
whmpib Bevewss pFeow (Sustainable Justice) sjewL_augsnamar @ BOL_(LPODLI LITEOSILI

LRI ETS
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pig-ayey

Qsmfleuni_Lg Fmevioujb Feps @SSP FTLG 2em &b elpeuld e _wiiLBLOGLITS)
Slaflomeie #68%G R FSPUTLIBS FTHPTS &I BOFHDSG. WSTISSSMS GLolbLiBSSILb
aflliu®ey, Fpsemarevwid HSTHLL UL SOSTGLL, L YBHSGHS HGUIGLOLIL] LDHMILD
S GUU@PSSLILIL 1 BLg LI 2 6Tefll 1 P mi LIBISeneT BIg)ISHLOTHL LILIGTLI(H S aIH6T
eLpeuLd,  @QbSS  Pevgli b F1% g liiewl_ulevner  eueripenpuler  Gugiley  &H@pLb
WSTISSmiFewar (pareflenauliLiBgSILD R 2 GIT@HET @y DS
2 (BUTHGHRDS. HBLGUTHBeT FHwrs, @bss Hos5 seevipepn [FHwmrer UTHL, BlevL
Cumpml_L_m&er, pHmib Hevalufesr eLpevd  eueTLpedDWHD THFLIeT euFPwid  CLimetp
LrdFenarsemerd — @FWT@EpSNg. UTFeauwmerisefen,_Guw  wassmer  Gpioenpuwimes
augGaupLy, GOILIN_S555 Fps 2 @FIWITL_VEHD6TSH HITRUSDHTRT  HewTLILIL D6
pSFuwionet Foewer 2 YGLILGSSIPNS), F\5I AFTD GO PFPUILTET JTFWID BIVTHe]LD
LODIGS  (PYTE  HDF  FTSOOITHRLD  BOVBDISSPDS. olawile FHuwmer  miliL,;
I JEOLOWITET FeLps AMDFFILPLD QBTG Q)bSHS Il (HBV R(h HEVF FISDGT &S/l GiT
rFlwev o eguieb - eorliLL_Sm%  ULILIBSHIF DS QmiPullev,  DF:TeT FewriiiL_Lb,
FepFSH  lflieniey,  HESTLLD,  LHDILD  WIDPL  ARPUUPPDSTET  FHBAUTLIBS

afleveryshHuwins Feflom ereueumy GFWLIL . APLYU/D GTTLSDEG (B TRHHISHTL L _TEGLD.
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