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@ OFmev L Gummer - CagsGeFmew aifl allerdsd nPlHev

Polysemy in Tamil: Elucidating Meanings Through Etymological Roots

Dr. A. Senthamil Kothai, Assistant Professor, Department of Tamil, MNM Jain Engineering
College, Thuraipakkam, Chennai - 97

Abstract:

Tamil lexemes often exhibit polysemy, where a  single word encompasses multiple, and
occasionally contradictory, semantic interpretations. This presents a significant interpretive
challenge for language learners, particularly when consulting dictionaries that list a wide range
of meanings without contextual hierarchy or etymological guidance. This study proposes an
etymology-based framework to resolve such semantic ambiguities.- By analyzing the root
morphemes of polysemous Tamil words, the research elucidates how divergent meanings have
historically branched out. The central thesis asserts that root-based -interpretation provides a

reliable pathway to disambiguate word meanings with greater precision and contextual accuracy.
Key words: Root word, Word meaning, Dictionary, Polysemy, Etymology

aaray 9 QFBsLApSECETmS, 2 s ICLTTRNwid,  HL0psseo, erib.eTeim. 67 G@ulssr GLimpuwiev

ST, FHILILITSESHD, CFerener - 97

21| FF(HSHLD:

sULflev e GFTev L alsomer QUIRENaTd ST6 dnly . HHTTHF™er Crrs@GLd GLITLHS
@O 1L e GFmeveyssTar L GuTmeley ety Capeeuwmer g GLT®Heer oL (HLb
Caibs@liug GPSs alerss Geusry w GCseneu 6Teimih 2 6TaTd. FHQYLD, G6TMNISH0)HT6Tm)
Qam_jlievers, wpgewrmer LGam Oummpever, Ybsd CFTV FHHheusparTew GLomLSevwss
FDLUTH@hSGHS GLiumser Gsrarmfearmer. @Qbss GLiusmsls GCuTsiG aemsulsy,
CougdGlFmevenav eLpeLDTS 6T(RSHIS O\Fmavr(®), GUILILIL L bs @b CFTeVed6T (LpTeddTLITL M6t
Qurper eTLiLLg 6TeVEUTLD 2 (KeuTHUNHSFeTmer et laTsGaems, @eeuTiia) CrTsHLOTHS
Qaremrerens. Gogyib @@ GFrevesbsmear Lew GuTmer alersssamssd HLfler CoufdGlFmey
glewent OFrew® Ffloug O FaflhgOGTETTeVTLD GTRTMILD 6T(H SO THH TN

Says QFmpaer: CafdGame, OQFmmaefer Gummer, YFTTH, @@ GFTVL Lev GUTHET,
QFTHLIDLI w6y
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peT@)IDT :

Qempaafer  Qumpenar yhg GQamerer pbwper erIGUMEID  @BLILG  HFTTHS .
safissUfler QeueusTTd HHTLPSHeD eTeTm  LPSSHLIGLINF DI Q@UOuTps  Q)bsF
QampaewarGu eT(Rsa% OFHTarGaumid, YHTTH YV6VF AFTALPSHD er60TD  OFTHEHGEHSHSH T

Qurpemer,

“oarupsed. (Qu) - @& @ QUWIFFQFT (YFHTbFLpHev)

93T5FV  QsmL_m&), @b Omyhuisr erevevTd  GFTHSGTUID  DeVeVE  OLIHLLLITDH
QEFmpheeaT b aUGTITeRTLLTeV aAFLILBGSHLI QuTmeT Famid CFTHOLTSSHLD .
sty QEpsLOpERETHLIDIIILGD SIS & BHGNG. ASTTHEGLD (st 9ys)
2G5 QurrpGar. (QaFpslpd CFTHLDLIIIGD YFTLLDT, (LPBHET LDL_GULD (LPSDLIGD - 9 -
us —— 52).

R0 OFmevayssrar Gummper O&Hlwmoey SHTmID CUTEPS Bjevevs W Cauesrig w
GCoemeu au@pd QLIPS ASDGS SHiawent @ Litieoas GpOemerer 9srTSsCer.  erefw
QFmhsmarsd FL_pGl  GOLILTSE FaE QevsHwdE OFThEeer o Cauesr(hLomeTTEY D
YSDGLD FTTHHMaTGWw BT Couehrig w Blenevwerard. GFTeV 6TaIMI &N 2 BTG _GTDTeL
2g sy Lunsl Qumrmer &MSsGal 2 haurssLOLDBHSGLD. Q)BeaTGiL,

“erovevrd QFmeVaYILd Quirrer @GPSsaTCar’ (Qsmev. 642)

Tr@pri Qsrevsmiwg. @QEBIOUT epeh GFToTars GUTH®T & GPSGLD CTeTLS
Osaflaur®mnsl. @ CFTVNISG @@ OGLIAWHET eTeim| @UBLD GLITLPS BLOSGLI GULICHLDLIMTGYLD
GLpLiLb gHURaIS (3)6VeM6eV. Y&TTeL 6(h OVFTCVEIGGLI L QUITWRET 6TedTm) au(HLD O\LITLpS),
Cs14 $Qsmaimy GLLMT APV B QuUTG@er TRSS5IS Csmearas eram SELTHEIGLD
e  gpul GIRPHDSG. QBsHS  GpLusamst  CuUTSGL L) NS (LPEDDEHLLFEDET
YITIAIGDS QbS 2UuIayd SLU_BHedT (LpDHeTenls CBTeHsTHs O\&TeT(H6TeS.

R QFmew Lew Qummer : QuTmeTewy allerd@GLd wpewp - OSTWSTLILIWLD euLf)

Uy erarn QFTVRISGL LG SS6, MG LILIG SSC®), Uy (L978) @SS, (H1)LLgH6v eTeTm)
vy GurGer @BbsHDG. Yuigib Qurper SpPlw  pHUGHDaT @GaipPlev,  Bmer
Ca19 $00F ety (FH@Ld GUITHET WTEHl GTGTLIGHS GTLILILG HDIUS ?

Qv e QFmaveyd alswrss GsmesTi w2 fufwelsy Gummenar b
@i agpU® QL @6 ererer GFuiw Ceuehr(HLD 6T6TLIHS,
"Quui Ips Petps 2 NFGFT TEOVITLD
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(petTeib L9GTEILD QUBHLIGHG [HITLY-

@55 Quomlumey Ljewrisser 2 emiisse

85510 gl Csmemmoat Qum®Ger” (Qgmev. G&Fmev. 872)

erarm  Guopsenr . mrouT  aulfl  NaTSEGHDTI. DTS, QUPSHV  LILIGTLIRSSLILIBILD
o NFQFThHewer oumpler  (perayd  Llerenid @D QFTHHCerTRH  OSTL_FLLIBISS
QumrperOHmerer Goueir(Hb ererimiid, %% OFThaHmens Osmew® GCFrisg GuTmeT ynlw
GeuewsrPLd  ereimyd QSTVSTLILIWT FnmIB DT

&g eTab GFmevauLf) allerdsid:

@s Qsmvsmius CCu @L b QuUIPBSGL &g  eTd Q&Te QLD BIHLITG
T(P&%1 %O\ F TEHOTL_ TGV,

"$19. e Horad

aengGeu gnienin HTLIGL LigIewLD

alewgCGeu allardsid LGS AmriGL

9YFFLD (LpTCHHMI | DyUTeWIHS/ LD

Quouitin_g Ggrermud Qurmp L_r@bGw" (Osmev. G&msv. 866)

“@uapd sALIYD Yseib 2 N5C%” (Qgmev. QFmev. 869)

QEG Sy T QETR BEGSN, I, STal, Lgiein, olorey, olerési, WSS, FLi,
QYFFLD, FH6T 2®IHBH6V (LpHeOlw LictTalgenr(h) algLlomes OLIThenar efsE ndy).

"s19 a1 Harad STLIGLI FaffevLn

NewgCuwr aflerdsd yFFb FpriGu

alewgGar 0GP LG Fs5H6v

wengGau Loaitpey SALIGT Y@Ly’ (Beranrev: 457)

GTeTY BT @QBH& UPepeimy alsomer Gumpeer HaflsHng. @& 2 NFCFTNNIGG
L BLD YGLD. Hlg. TP H145S6 6T GLITBE@BLD QIBLD. UGl @bS BIHLITHG G)_Lb
QupafevenevCuw ereer uwith arpLL_evmib. CH@GOIII L F1g eT6TD QFTVV FHLYGHV GTGTHD
dlleverenwis GHls@b alenerd GFmer YewsHwme, @Qm@ 2 fudwedsv g @ b GLmpaidvene
er6trmy  GlBeIGUITLD.

@QUOumTeps @i Cs@L Qemew &' erefldr, g QUrmeeT Tl HPUTT? Fl4.5G
(petrepib L96Tend BB (HHGLD CFTHH®T DausHHILI GUITMHET G\&TETaTeVTLD.
“suyflorg’ - @ et eTetim dewoausarTer g% S (smyb) @S Ward eTesmy

eralGmaLs Qummer O&mesr(Hal_cUITLD.
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“9a aupsTi ety - elwIaITs aUBSTH eTeim QUITWHET eNeTmHIGLD.

pb Hlp ey CsrevsTiNugHer aulfl, @@ OFTVNGGL L GummeT @)HSFHeTD
pevevenwiuLd, yHer GuTewer eTliLIg  YWhs  OFmeTeus  eTetTLIenG WD  CLopFHesTL
dearsammiger auLf allerm&e0HmeTaTeVTLD

ABSBHTH, R OFTNRHSG T Q)oFewars GLITBET aubSDLLBLSBSFHTDET, QPEMISEG QT
Qar_jlievers GuTmpear 2% oeT GUsFDH eretUeSL DY) YomuiiGauTib.  Q)BSHS
SL_(hengullesr GBraohapLd 5% T6T.

R QFmew uew Qummer : Gafd@Fmev eyl aflerdsid

g erattn OFTVNIGSG TeT QST IOUTReT b CFinGpasHermer. @ GFTevGev ereir
Qssmars Gurmpmers 7 Cousmy ulnsSng!?

allevgey, miein, &FFib erendar Cumetn @emi$@ eem QT _jGu @evers GuTwheer
TN bB R OFTY GPSPDSHI?

“QuomPcs QummpL. smrewrd aNfiig Camerpm’ (Qsmev - 879)

aTeD  BIHUT ol @y OFTVesG  @lerer  GuTper @B  GIbEg 6T
Qaeflliuew_wrssh  Oaflwng erer@omi  Osmevsriiwy. Oevefllewr wrss  OsHlwng
etarmsTCer  QFmev@pmy. yPwGas  @plgwing eTerm HDPUI_BS Fmpaieveney  6TedeyLD
2SO T(HSHIS OHTTOTVTLLSTSET.

Qawars F_RenL_&& YPuyb puHFwnsEF QFen mrHmreye Csmery) sayb GFLfés
aerghgiarar  GCaufdGlame smaig  OFmpLiplifuew eyl flur  (pguyd  eTETHMTIHGT
Quomfludwicy episer. Gullinssd GFmevemiieisy FHUBSDuTHE, CauiGFmev 9nlehisar,
2AFITHS Flewm YBehiser YFCwng s YjeumGsTan® @Fv FRUL (B UBHDTISHET.
siflev CpauCpuwilimaumentd, mef, & .HrCFE@Ter Gumetn (LpsHeTeLowiTersd GFTeVeVTIIG
2episer Qe LvGaimy alarssnHears g mlujeTaTey.

TBHSHGHTL 15 Qatmssmen OGsm_fiisvevrs &0TSi Qummer Gplégd Caumr &b
QFmevenev 6T(RGSHTUIGauTLD.

QDL GTRTDTR) RGN LBV, Qevdewrs eL_gev etern  GriLoedmLIGLITHEHLD
UBRMSI. ST dL_SFei L &), eLplgail’ L &, sHSSLILL_ B L & 6TeTHD TS TLoeMLI
QurmhEsd QUBHDSG.  eTHeTTeL @Iig s Ul L apgermi_mer Gurmpener Gr GFmTev
SBHRDSG TS G UBENG. QEm@GSTer GCaufdGamev euyl) alarssi, eflerhsTHIL
Qurmer  sBPNS. OGeellliuey_wrHls uTilsnNG emsCsTern  GsTL_FLldveTss

Gumevg Gamelarmeyiid, LPLIIMTSGLD QUTLpd HeT GSTL_[L] LjeVLILIBILD.

123

Sgan UNaTEBH HUTDe Widralipd ISSN: 2582-399X BoremL:7 anid:27 sdmo 2025



Aran International e Journal of Tamil Research ISSN: 2582-399X Vol:7 Issue :27 J uly 2025

CopGiererar @ GFTveney eweusd Fnmi alfleurs yuiGaumip.

L etatr®m OGFmevaler L GLim@per alardsLb:

QL e1etT) QFTVISHGL LIV GLITIHET 2 68(h.
e - Gefley, Fpliyl Quuwgd, Geawev, Lslb, afEOSHM, LGB, STHBSW,
FeraarLomesr LIl auend(Chmens), Hmm&% ereriier GLimetpn v QUITIHEOOT FTTHHGT FrL_(HILD.
(Qsp581pF QFrHLIn ey sTLps56el), (LpS6T L _6UD LPSHUGS = <2 -Ls= 157) @eupmlev
Fevaupflerr Gummener CaugdGFmev eyl mlur wpHL®Gaumib.
260 > v > et > e () > B > YL GTeTLIE) o eaTerdn GFmev
2 paurerens alard@ CoufdGlFmev euyl LpedmIITELD.
oo ereorp QFmevelleir GougdGlFmev Y GTGTLISTGHLD . 6T GTGITLIHI 2.6V GIGILD eLPGVS
FBSPV QhhSl AUHBSSTSGLD. (260 - 2esTrdH B) Qm@ 260 erasllev CFigev, GLITHHSIH6V
GTTD FH(HSH FDUILBGFDE. BT auyf IeTenBev eTaTnIID OBBHEIGH GCoisev eTearGmn
Qumrer. (#® elerss, CaeauGrwiiimementd, S0 Qevewrius H6vailssps LOGTHI, LG
46)
Gorsspev, Oer Gogyib CFing GameamGL GFarprer GlFley YGLb. L ererpmev GFMlay
eretT QUIT(BET DBHGTTEV HL_(HLD.
<L waerlp - GFPlaurer LoewLp
255 - GFpaurer
9L g - Paewenn ( CFy CFr @edimy HLYQTOTGHLD = HOTHLOWTEGLD)
OIL_FSSUWITGT FnfhH6V.
L - pawp @GerQamam Griag ; yoag - Bopa | wyoy
DYRUGT @Q)VHF IGVL_[bSB/TGHT.
YL - gerednsd CFialg).
vra) - Coipgl | Qunps® @olug ( shGas)
YL_a - LD | $m&F QhSGL QL b (e _&&Heid Q&T(H%Sa6T)
RHUNIGSGSH HHaF QLD OFT(HSHe6T
" oyem_alGeumih ettty B wiaumy) QrecsFGw” (Bseurgp 3.24.5)
e Gl - eoaumsagd Csmd Guuwi . Gsmb Guuwdi Fpliyls Guuwi.
sallwgs FHeentsraesr - FawgsFi QUITHSSLLTRT Hau(hshGF CFmb Fpriyls GLiwd

124

Sgan UATATEBH HOVIE VIBTalHD ISSN: 2582-399X EoremL:7 anuile:27 sdHmem 2028



Aran International e Journal of Tamil Research ISSN: 2582-399X Vol:7 Issue :27 J uly 2025

9o Cxmens - L Qurmerser CFipse 9L_féSwmer Cspmens

prewareL_aflev (Brer + yewr_ailev) erermmeyd  pmer Gumsls Gums, Gy Gsy.. eredimigmesr
Quimrgper.
I - Caisse | QUTSES aISHe

Camf) yew_ F15HH60

Qe - GFTveverL_ ey OFThIwerd CFidd USHBHGLD LOLIL);  D(BFHGDET
Qemevaver_ay; Caigg @asELd amseamw (folder)

QuBERSBreny  spssom_aysdr  eay  uraGrm  QUEBERSPreT s Bre
Qs1GDF@nsGL QUi  QESTHSSLLL_HETOTH.  QUMBEL_ILI  GTOVGIT  6T(LPSHHIH@EHLD
Cagdatiul_® Qeueflud i’ 1 & Qsr1&S.

YwL_a - qetednd CFisse , Q6TedD YML_BH6V, YL hg I GL M, 9eWL_H6v
Grioempls Guimmer,

LS - @arewp QerGenmen  Osmeawn®  CFiSHB, YDL_SHBX,  YDL_S5H6
peo_Oupayd getn @erGerTarCnm® GCsussmer Geauer(Pib. Qm@sH SHSH0 GLITHET.
SBS® - a@iepls Qurmaley eukgaiEILb.

Sfew_ay wper] Gphoewpls Qummeney @)bhg iy QUIGLITLLS 2HeDL_S560 - upig el BS60;
SBSSW; @) LS eraip aTGiompl QUTmETTE uhd Q)BSFEDS

Qe haH@b PG eLpevdshgaisTer (QUITMHEGIB) 6TTLINS 2 GRTTGTLD

@atn QerOerTetenn CFIaUSHISTET - HewL_H6v

ety @erQearmerevmrs GQuThgugL, (CFigg) Qummp@ermev $TGer epL_ayib (LpLgujib!
Quuy @ QFTVIGGL e QuUTmeT gnU@LD Bleveenw allerds (LY ULD  GTTH DS
CauggQFmmgeon. QUL e1hs @@ OFTeveevud TRSHSH, 6T ASHDGL L6 GLTHeT
uBFeTmar eTeim eflends @)uiey/Lb.

L e etetr®p GFTVIGT aflardisLb:

@Gs Gumev oo Geug Qam_jyeL_w  @erQarmm GFTvewe allerdHerTey (@)eTay b
OgefeyGLpeVTLD

L L eTeTDIeY L e _LIFF), 9 ew_ssmer eretrm @QpCauny Osm_giiivers GLimpeT
Qareir_ QFTVENE Y UiIbBT6V,

26> 2 (B> oYL

<6t etalev CFIH6V, QUITIHHGIBN 6TeaM) FnmLILIL LY (BEHF M.
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YL L - qerenp eeim CFIHHIG HLU_(HLD ST, HGGoTaT Hmer, YL e - Gosv L' (B
2 mIehHd 2 udf. @atepls  QuThEEF CFihsg SarsHTar o ewienas 2 eay/b o udlf.
2 miehHLd OFwedeyb eetn @)erGerTarennd GFpgsmer GeuerBLb. (Q)LILIG, (LPTGHTLITL T6o

Qumrmmener aleTm&d GFTETETEUTLD

uraumentd, GaufdGsmevader (easmgds B afl auns CeaujdGemnser) Lwewnid GCsmatney,
wpouL_6, LpHOF, GBBHEFW, OBTHH, Fnl 6V, HEMaTHHeV LSHTBHLD HlewaTdhds GCHTeTnev
e auf) @QE R FpHFwrs  yowdHng  aar@pri.  (psHoTdGmLS),
CoeauGruwliumaumentd, S @enenTishscvaid Hps eTHTe, LIG=31)

@@ Geoug Cupsewr_ LvCainy INSLOTRT HBdd HenevH@hd@Ger LIwenitd GFeVev eumuiLiLy
QwLiugme s CaufdGFmevevmens LG  elgwmer  Gurmenars CsrhmialsFermer
ereord  QgeflweumLh.

QevellliLew_wrs germisE eerm Osm_iildvewrs OGFmmaer Gume, @ewey GgmernlarmayLb
@0 dsFer aufs Csmery wpewerss @Gr GBUSHIL LKetevarser GLITEVSSHTET 6TeTLINS
2G0T (LpLg-ULD.

Dpopmaug), Qevar pGT eLpevsashsg Oama_ Coaufleadmhs @)mhg Camerhlu Lew GFTHEHET
ererens  aflerds  @Quieuid.  @Ung s uetern  QFThEemer  CaufdGFmey  yMehiser
QubpedpLiLig. aleTshHujd QBSHDTIH6T.

ry-ajeog

FT1HSHmDUIV CFTVNSGL OuUTEeT 6llerdHd HMHD GLpLimigsamear CaifFOFThHgemn
Curé@gib ety yhw pYySng. SOp wry afurs efeTs@G (LPODFHETS BTN,
CaugdGamev auyfl alersasomers), GFmevader GUmmer aleTssSPNGS H55F STFGT QUGY/GITS
UYPBRGHDG  THTLDSULD TROSHDIFANG. PG OFTOQSG gt @bsemarn GuTbET,
GFIayd  (pIeTUTL_mar  QUTWRET 6UBE HLOHF(BSFGTDET  GTaTLISUILD (ST  eLPGULD
b Qs meTer  (1Lp1gSngl. QUbLPEDWITEIS] YDhGI FDGLD YT W YEOTAIBSSLD
ySw Frgomarseer aipm® Guweyb @8 yomi§) QFuug Sream®Csmevrs allermi@Lb

GTGTLIGHG /LD 2 60TT (LPLY- S
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