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F5M5TVCau BHLIFFSeN LBSHISSD 6T LIk

The role of Mridangam in Kathakalashepa performances
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Guide: Dr. S. Umamaheshwari, Principle, Kalaikaviri Fine Arts College,
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Gam. GeumisGL_ayLimy,
wpevereuiLl L puiaumerd, Hemevsamalf] mietaamev Hevgr

SwpFFrmiLeTe - 620 001

@Qpplwmery: (peveais. & o omolansvailf], (psevaid, Fevevssrallf] mietsamev Hevar
SwmFERTTLILGTEN - 620 001

Abstract

The Vedas are the foundation of Hinduism. The Vedas are the texts that explain the
principles, justice, and morality in human life. The Puranas and lItihasas were created by
ancient scholars to explain morality in the minds of the people through these Vedas. The
central idea that one who practices morality will ultimately achieve excellence. One who
practices unrighteousness will ultimately be degraded and destroyed is expressed through various

characters in the Puranas and Itihasas.

The one who reveals the Puranas and lItihasas will have the power to become a
character in a Purana by acquiring knowledge of many languages, many Puranas with
illustrations, and by acquiring knowledge of music and rhythm. He is called Bhagavathar in

modern times. The event that he performs is called "Kathakalashepa ceremony".

The people responsible for the emergence of this art form, which originated in the state

of Maharashtra, in Tamil Nadu are mentioned, as well as the appearance of the Bhagavatar,
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the stage layout, the musical instruments, percussion instruments and seating arrangements used

by the 11 Swathi artists when the Kathakalashepam event is performed.

The musical forms used by the Bhagavatas in the Kathakalashepa program, the rhythms

they use, and the way the mridangam is played to them are explained.

The aim of this article is to convey the message that this art form, which originated
in a neighboring state, is being used as a form of devotional music in Tamil Nadu, and to

explain the use of mridangam in this art form.

Keywords

Puranas Itihasas, Kathakalatshepa, Bhagavata, Mridangam, three-foot rhythm, five-foot

rhythm, eight-foot rhythm, Panchapati, Prathamapatham, Nirupanam.

QYUIayF FHSSLD

Qs FLWSEHDG YSTIWTE  datmGas  CausmserT@gLD. wafle  aumpeiley 2 eirer
@ppseeryLd, HHHMGTLLD, SHiLomIGmeTLD 2 LTS Cougmiaer HapHearmer. @)eGeagmsensr
uyums &SN aTBv DSOS NOTRIS®aISS LI W  HBGHIHATT GT(LPHSEN6 LT ITeoT-
QP anTewEIFMTTGLD. YDSDBHSH @HSCSTETLGT  @niPullsy  Fpliyl  QumeuTer.  Biodens
RUPG LG QmiSu STpayHmi Dufleurer eTeTn ewLOWd H(HHews LIVGan LTSS Tmigsefer aumuievrs
QeualILRESIUS LT TesT- Q)T EIFHETTELD.

yomes-@)Fanmevnseer OGeauelGsmenriuay e GmyFeeniyb, LGV L{TTeRT HeDSHHear
2 QUDTeTSEIL_aILh, QevF HWlay, Smar ypey Qubpm yomewr SemSuleT SSTUTSSITLOMS  LDIMILD
DDV LAGHUITL @ BLILITT. T SHHTVSHV “LITsausi” eTeim epsFemars. Seuisartey
BL%% Qumib Bapaing “ssrareCap BlapFd” eremy GLw.

Lo 1w LOTHIVSSI6V Ca el QS HEGUILITEIS/ SLOLPBTL 19 6V CamemiausnG
SATeTLOTTAITHear LpBlujb, &STHTeGayLb B&pey BL_SSLL@RL Qureps ursafler CsmhmwpLd
Groew_uflelt  ewiolih, LSHUTSFI FeneUehideT LIWGTLIRGSID @engd oHmailser, sTer Hpalser,
DJLo(HLd @)L_ptb GO L1’ HeTers).

FSTHTVCayL  BHPFEUND UTFUSTHGT LIWGHTLRSSID @ewF o (BLLLY HE@BLD  DeUFHET

LWGTURSSILD STeT QUMEHH@HLD, HUuDPDNG WBSHSLD UTHGGLD (pevpuyd eerssHLiuL (HeTens).
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Qser ufluns yemen_ Bl Comerii @)dsemevauly aud SLNPHTL 196V LGS (@ensF
QUL UBIFZTTS  LILGTURSSLILRSGTDaT  e1ettny  OQFwiGenwib, QéFeeV UG aUSHDG LOBSHIFSF6T

Lwesriim_eor_uyb aflerdGaCs @)ds_Bevgullest GrrsbsLom@Lb.
SwaysGFmhaar

LgrrenT - @@eunrevsisen, SHTHTeV_Cap il LTSS, LGSBIAD LTy STemh Eholy STeTLD,

TPy STOTLD, LEhFUSD), LITSLOLISLD, Bl(IHLIGRTLD.
Gl

LD&SFGT YMSHewS eTafPlev YWhGIeTIhS ndbens warde Galenetn OFuiauBnHOFET 6T(LPHSEa
Lren-@QGanTevmserTGLd. @)L gren-@QFanTavimseer  dsefler  (peTns  Gleuehs 6% Tes(HL
RUILIDDOSTH  smewTs  FSTHTVCULILD  DHPFTnaT.  Q)bBspemes BL_SaLaeT G TTewnisd,
yomesriipFm®), o Leeflwmenss Gumerp  Liey Quuuiseflsv Qempsdsiad SpasTvSSw “Lnsass”
ereTmILh, SHSHTHTVCayLIL BlFpamar “‘anfasms’ (eves) “anflssrara@ayun” eem GLFsefeyb
Spdh&Hetmerd. wmiigu  wrBasGe | Camerplu  @sFamev  SehenFulev. eTupEF  Qupry L6
FSTHTVCAUL  LITFQUSTHGT 2 (HFUTISDG STIOmudDn). @)FHHE6  LIG)  L|TTe0Idh  HeDSHe6T
Qg LiLenL_wirsd O&rem® @)evFumlab, Smer plejb QETHNeRTES FEV QUL AILLTGHLD. @)FHemevuiler
Qs g euEGETLD,  YUDPIDG — LWGTLGSSLUILGLD  STTHRISEGTLLD,  (@)enFsHhalsemaryLb

@5 RPevguiev aflardsLiILiHFeTne.
&&M&mevCGayLid CTHmIpLD leaTFFFuL b

Gigser erermmev ogml g w Qumfuiey “@emevwis Gumpmd Lm e’ erermy GQuwg (N
Lfeflourdas, &&THTVCFLISHMGIILD, FHEVVEGHIHE@HLD, Lidbsd :14) Gissen BapalhaTear BlpLewTBS6T
LIGRTEDL_I @hTeoH@HLD, LDl _MTHIIGH@HLD LOHMILD LIGV(HLD QuimmSlujeiTeresrd. BIeHLIGRTLD GTTLIGI LOTTL 19 I
QFmevalsv “@Qewmd QBTL_fLeL_w Fmseow Qe FEGsssL b, wrianls@wss i eib alaflss
oy Qedigey” erety Quirmeru@Perns. (V. wfealurses, $sTSTVCFLSSH®MEWLD, HENCUGHTHEBLD,
ugHd  :19) anflgmsuier QBT S&S5BV, YHT HHSddems NoTs:@GausnaHTes LMHD  Lim_Gev

BlepLcwTom@gLh. CHmumevdmayesst LimgSudler
“Lper owmHeweTLLD”

GTGHTLIG  BlepLeSSDETT  a@RSHGSTL L ms  Laseg UV, emdprs Suiwgmey
@O LiuC Berengy. (oldert &mepiss), ssrsmevGayiih, LD @ 43) SepenFuley 16751 et(®
wppev 183094b Yyevor(h) auedguiey oetar @ewL LUl L FTVSFEV Bhser Gy eweurls, yeThs
BBSeTTH, Lforgre  eveumflsern, ongeeveurd, G eveur) Lopmib LIVT LG  BeHLIGRTRISaT

@uwimplujeirarey.
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RMH FLOWLD GHaKeT UTSUST eUFGeTTev [ FhHBT UmeuTelles Sidsem BIFHLFFHmar
Cal @b Gurg sUllfev @Q&HGurern plFpemas ewinss Ceuahr(Hh eTelny eTevemilenTd. YSHS
usGsULTSE Hpeyens Utsausflar spevs Cauks sTevd eTeteyid GQuflwesenTT eUFseT LGV
svgseer OFunug OsTL_mPermy. @eugsefler epeLoTH anfssnsTaGayLih e Fee
QUGTH HEHG (N. ufeleurnaer, SH1HTVGFLIGSHGIWLLD,
FOQEHIF@BLD, LSHD :21) uneurssefler BHpFR Ghidsew ereTpmev, UTsuBFHeT CHTHmINSSHS5!
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DbgFmiger andl Feguleidb ThHSGSHISOFTTOTLILL 1 6. LEhFUS BToeSlSSThBUPL, Ligal Lfig ensiuib,

wgrl1g Bepuentms@hd, LApGomyl) UM _sehd FLwelHssEev @)L _LbG\LDDET.

UTSIST UEhFaFFNs Gaaygeow 2 @59, wrjdesr GnisGs @b omksaevdTshs L e,
®Fuilev FIemTayLd, HTevHaflev a;%'m%u_/l_oﬂa; 20T @)L 526 Blepaunmy anflsens QFWieuTd. SHBTL_%
@ensufevrar Gl BHH@p, Fev FowmFanev LTL_g)5h@ anu QSwrmE, Ty Fig Cumerm
Sumbw QoL HFH@HLD QLG LImISeTmET. FLOGVE (5SS BGVILD, @ ude/Lb GTLDLIMTG
Qwgrseundsmilurg yeajsepid, OCBeUEIFN sHehens afFmFmTL Trgmes) DYUTHEBLD, YEIFHeVSF6V
(peaTEp P 1 FUUWT UTHUST UFH@HLD, 4. 6Tel. LTS (hauent FTevGAHer euisHenLb
anfses  BIHIF  BL_SGeTereT. (N. ufefleungat, &&mHmeLGFLISFH®M6VLLD,

FEEHIH@BLD, LIGHLD :22)

anflsanss Femeulley 2drer (LpewpedLosenar L (HGw FHpeyewr UTsasT CeTmmielssmi.
aniflaews ereagnib QFmer 400 YFTHHEHSHSG LPeT AUTLPHS LIbsrsTed “anflssrT AreenromGL_n”’
ereimy  umgwererty (N, ofeleunsaes, ssnameCsLssmevn D, FEHIH@HLD, USHD :23). 0%
FTVSPGV  QUTPhHS  FISTIMD,  ewiss grwsTevd CurearGpri  anflses  ererp  GFTVEHEV
o LUCursliIL@SSwerarard erern mredler eulfl Ml wpgFeTng wHMID FauFOWw GBTL_[FLiewL _u
Qs Cuepemgser “Pou FesHEr 6T  SeLpssLILL L ar. LDsTevsPe  “anfssrsTeGayib”
GTGTLIG PP FHLOTRIHID — GOFal, UGG  FTFLENL W 6TeVVT  FesH@hCL  QUIMSeuTs
“aniNasrareGapun” eetCn GnGsLL L ar ererLg preder eyl oymlwu wpy&ng. (N. fafeurser,

5§5H$rr6v@afuésasmm)u_ﬂ_b, ezmm)@jg)@l_b, Lu&Eh : 23)
@enF o (FLILIg ST

FSTHTUCaNLISF Q)L bOILIID (QenF QU UBISET YMaTSHEID PP LITL_vserTs @)L Lb
QuUmReTDeT.  @UIUITL_VF6T Lcveval, YapLieveval eTaTm DyEG YELOLIL|L _gyib, FeV  LITL_6V&HET
LIGV6Va), FIGWILD GT6HD Ok HWLOLILL GOILD HGOLOGEIGTONS). BISLLFRUNGT SHiussHsFev Lesri_faLb,

prmeed, LEHFLS), TsougLd, yiwib, F@evrsib, Lgwib, alBeHLb, DuSFmSD, CLmam, el wmHmib
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LTI 1§ W QUL UBIGGTITEN Faumudl, HL &I, evmeuent, FI&), evrg, Hevevrearm Gumern @enF o (BLILILY HET

QUG eTmEsT.
LepF LG

serLG), lleayewy, Foeweaud, & 2UehFOrwi Cumern Osuieuniseafsr Goev LM L@ b
LITL_GUHE6T  LIGHFLIG  6Telm  YMPSHHGTDETT. (@Q)eODaUedaT PLILSHHTS LML LGS TDeT.

QUILITL_v&6T SBD HTVSHV YTibLlss QmuSulv HPHINS FTWSH6V (LpLY-UeHL_FGTme.
1. “ad@f) Ferwr”
Jga&Lb @ SGTTH
STETLD : PLPGTMLY. SHTETLD
2. “GuorGrayeuy Gomed G G2’
OT&D @ SETWTF {6V6VF| 6TLDGT HEUWITGET)
STETLD  : PLPGTMLY- STGTLD
3. “grer_eu Biswsr’
JA&HLD  : SHITGTL_IT
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9&LD LISLD

LTS USLD GTHLIG) FEBUNGT QYILDLILPLD (LPLY QYLDTSH  HeOLOGGS LITHLOUSLOTGLD.  Hengufler
prwseat LUpPCWT 2evevs sosulear pruFHew LUPPICUT LTHSTGLD. 2 GTIGILOTSE LSeTTL &)

FEUWITERT GOULIAISHMS 6T(HGHI%0OHTHTGeuTLD.

“LigoLoei@®m L oey@r et Sy LG Loy’

eretTy LImL_e06tT LBGTL_ayIBID eTeiTLIG Fouewew GOILILGSTGLD. anBe)S OGULILIGULD GTGTLIE]

“ouig LmeTL_eub aupspsTI” Cumety L wrERumisdr Reeverts Lpy) GO ®), Senguler

QmFuilev @Q)bsTreTSSDHETRS Hrer FHeuewer euflin . GeuehTRb ereimy  (Lpy-LiLid.  (@)dsengufe
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BCHFTRYT Ppawewi LTsUST (PST (pHevTs Gen _ulley LIss TSSWSTIDT DT
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— — — = 8 wnsPeyser
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(Qrflerr  GBepis®,  ssTHTVCapUD, LSHD :42) @QEFQFIPeow anfFST Bl  BHLSBW
SehavFuilev HeT eLpiss Yaifseler Cusbs F&Z Gum euisel b CHL_ GLOUTINS SFHTaSF
peoL_Qupng eTeimy Hesgl LML 1y Fapf) Caerelii’ BHer@arer ereitmmy. o miFers LML 1y BSHLFF
peo_QuppsT eretny Yuiaumers GsL_GOuTips @evenev ereimy  LF elssTd. HCHCLimev
WBmsms fseumer DHBHIF yi. smuywrerad yeujsel b Csl @ Qumips anifsmsse Hef
YaUiSSerid auTHSGE 2 ererary erery Gameradliu’ B @Q@SHHCner eretrny UBVNGSTH. HHFHTVSSB

safl Yauissard auTHLILSG FHenl_wrs).
py-ajeor

@QéaL ey “sssTevCapLib CHmhmpid, eriFFuyb”  eTeenih FHeULILIG  BleBLIGHTL
upy  erGSLUL (RETeng). LOITL g W QUL QULDTET SHTSHH6T FH(HeyewnT LITHUSTTO SULPHTL 19 6V
aaripgsems LY GUL LUl Beterg. Q)evF o (BLILILY ST LEHFUSD), LNTSLOLSD LD FenGHeflev
LwSTURSSILBL  Fev  @QevF o g sewer uppluyb  eerdsLLl Rerarg.  Gewi_  oyemLoLiLy,
@Qenssammaiser, FHsTaTVCau  BPeTlsy LWGTURSSILIBLLD  STeThGeerT LD, LEHSBISHSS6T
L@ eTetTepih SemevLilley L(BSmSD UTHREGL (Lpedpedwib, H&HsTVHFV Gr_&asm, Gumgm Gumerm
QFmHEHET WEHTITONY TTelsy  QBhS BB (HHHTD eTertn GFIPewub  GUU L’ ReTers).
FSTHTVCULILD 6TeTayih Fenevenwilt Lby Mhs OFTeTaIsnsTs (BG5BT TS ICLDHNIETTS).
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Quiaumerfa HhSS5T%H FSHTHTVCAUISDEV LILGTLRSSSTn LI CLPETDLY STOTLD SDHTC FHGVT
THSDS RSHGILD, QBB BTGTLD FDHTQ (HLS BTTH®S PHBILD, TP STGTLD SDHTQV HG) FTTHDS
RESID ST ILGReTDET. 2§ HTOTD TTHS THLILTE 2 LDTSFENTHGT HeTar] GUIHLD EWLOLIGHLI
RESID  FTGILILGF e,  wHPn  Fmevd, &HflE  Fmevd, HHHNF  Fmevd  CUITETD  EOLOLIL|FHGT
SrenT ILp&emer. FHTHTVCau Blapalls aur&ss all(pLbLD SmeVEHIFHEHsE&G HTev Caumym®), SHrer
ety Cumermeney G&Ahg G merereumb. L Ceaumyi’ L &mev LATTETSS0 Fevl_& GFTHHGHLD,

Gauzsd Qemhaepd, HABF@HL uTHéGL Qumips Heujsensr Bmer GLoaTLIBR TN
SICOGRTBTCVSHGIT
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