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amauewral euyflim 19 6 yewgwy CFeneuuller LIk
The role of Arayar service in Vaishnava worship.

VTP FTdhmpmuied LgwGgees, FOyeay affleyewrwmerd, BL 6T BTL_&d HieOw, HeuTL
alyevme s opPwn spensser epWiFk; ,Rps@LiLicvamevsspsin, @)evniend
Dr.Thakshaying Paramadevan,Senior Lecturer in Dance,Dept of Dance, Drama &
Theatre Arts,Swamy vipularanda Institute of Aesthetic Studies, Eastern university,Sri
Lanka

Abstract

The Araiyar service occupies a significant place within the cultural and ritual traditions
of Vaishnava worship. Araiyars, who have long been associated with Tamil temple
traditions, function as the bearers of sacred music and dance practices, especially in
Vaishnava temples. ‘Their service is not merely a form of artistic expression but an
essential ritual performance that deepens the spiritual experience of the devotees.The
core functions of the Araiyar service include the performance of Divya Prabandham
hymns, musical recitation, rhythmic accompaniment, narrative exposition, and expressive
dance movements. These elements, carried out according to traditional customs, Agama
rules, and temple ceremonial practices, enhance both the aesthetic and spiritual
dimensions of worship. The Araiyar Sevai, particularly known for its association with

Divya Prabandham, holds a central role in Vaishnava ritual culture. It is a vital

component in special ceremonies such as Ati Purappatu, Ani-Atirai service, sacred
festivals, and ritual enactments of divine stories. The Araiyar service not only elevates
the sanctity of temple rituals but also acts as a spiritual bridge connecting devotees to
the divine realm. Through their integrated presentation of music, rhythm, expression,
and devotion, Araiyars evoke a deep sense of divine presence, transforming worship
into a holistic cultural and spiritual experience. Their art blends intellect, emotion,
devotion, and traditional aesthetics, creating an immersive environment that strengthens
the devotional consciousness of the devotees.Historically, the Araiyar service has played
a key role in preserving cultural heritage. From the Chola period through the Nayaka
period, Araiyar traditions flourished in major Vaishnava temples. During times when
temples functioned as centers of learning, arts, and community interaction, Araiyars

transmitted their artistic and ritual knowledge across generations. Although the practice
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survives today in a limited number of temples, understanding and preserving its
historical, artistic, and religious significance remains vital Thus, the Araiyar service
stands as an essential ritual-cultural component of Vaishnava worship, embodying
spiritual depth, artistic beauty, and ritual continuity. It reflects both the core essence

of temple worship and the cultural identity of the Vaishnava tradition.

Keywords: Araiyar Service, Vaishnava Worship, Divya Prabandham, Temple Rituals,

Music-Dance Tradition, Agama Practice, Cultural Heritage.

QUi F F(5HHLD

eauewTey Fow LS 19 6T LeRTLmC (B Lopmitb FL_miG FIObS gl yemguwi CFemeu s
WSHPwiorer QL_sesL LG SGl6TeTd.  MTUITHGT BLOLPT LIGTLITL 1§ 6V  HESTL_HTGULDTS
Camuilev s1ips Qs -mLer  wglFefer LTS BSGmnss DHpha. GOLILTSE euenTa
Camuilevsaiey Gguiey auflumi 1y er ymisoms OFwevL’ (B apPearmers. @eujseafler Liewf
Qaimb FeWeV BHLPSHEVTS DL (HLD | (QVEVITLOC) YGTLES eILIAISES HYLOLILIRSSID FL_HIG
Crevaunngip. yewgwi Cxevauuier psGw Lewflseaiesy Seuwls LNTLBSLI LITL V56T, (3,
STTUTSBIILD, FDBAUFGTLD, BL_THHLPSHV YFWewal IL_miGLD. @)da Iemarsgh Fi
gLy, Y& auPepedpser, Gasmuilev &L ey 2eter  Lafls  pevL_(LpedmsCarm(R
QemenTESBLILIST,  ULSLITL 19 6T YLPGLD FedL_Lidg Liib  FsAEFeTmer. emTwiiser
BapsSaib  yegwiGsemas (yevgwi CFevas)  ewauewrausFev Feuwils LNTLBSLD 6TeUaIGTEY
w&Pwd QuppGsr 8 yeray FLkG. wrlled LIRS STETLLGRGDS. GULILTS
QYGUTL_ITT F(HLOEHFRTLD, eIl paflF GFuwev prL_sib, Fev CHmulevsafler gyemi-95 s
Grewau Gumeitp aIGsay FL_mGsafler yemgwi CsFeal oWl LKIG USGFeTmS). Q)eudsefer
Gaewau, Camuilev FL_m@Feaflet Lefgsserenmenws 2 wisgg/uGCHT®H oL (HLOGVGVTLDG,
AT B &Ly LISST YETLES 2 VGL 6T (R)eTG@GLD LITETHe D OFIIOLIBGF D).
QenF-pL_cT @i uBIGmer 2 eTarl_SHw  egwi CFewey, Ussafler LwaTsZev  OBUIeTsH
o efEnal 2 (KFaUTHE), eauewTal GULILITL 1960 26TaT QSILIGIDIILDTET LGSl QLPLOTHLI
UG QFIGDG. @& auflume spla), oewra), Hwe, LSH YR TGS HWhS

STERTLILIRLD (LpLPEOLOWITET LierUm_(H) QFWeTs mHmiF nsg.

yewgwi GFeveu eugevmpmy uUTTLLAWG®SL LMHFTHGL FUTIFFTIF OFWLITL THayLb
SspFng. Compd smevb OSTL_m& pTWSST &Tevd eueng Gsmuievsefley ewgwif LogL
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UPSDSUILD, HEV BWSDSULD, FLEG BOWVSSHTELLWLILD RBHRDETSS (LpHHILILOTET
FLow-LGTUTL_ (B QbFions alera@GHng. @)% Camuilev euylum’ 96T 261 FTTSSHULD,
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adprssafleib FmLiy wpevp OFmer_ FL_m@GHefleib LsSTHeafer war@ev G\suiais o ewrienal
201" DEMG). wTwiseT Pewwls ITUBSLD LUTL_VFeT Lopmid  LVGaUm  LITL_6VU=HL 6T
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Qa1 GCamuilev auflum’iger SBHLUSF  evevd L s Sps  Camulivsellsy  GHlsHs
wpeopuliev LAGTLPPLILELL  FeL_(peopsamars QeueLBSgih aufurg. yogui GCsma
LSSIH@hSG LSS HaLagams HYLporsGalGsm®), Casmuiedsr e LogLsear STLILITHMILD
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Qe alpTsseflley YETWIFHET LPSFW  FHTITSPTHEIFEET BL_QTLOTHGLD LITL_GUTH@LD
QavafliLBggieud. @)Her eLpevid CHTulev BFLPeYFT LISSTHEHFE (LPLOGOLOUITET HEWILIQILDTS
wrFermer.  pEFwons,  Yegwi  Caar  ysw  aflpepFenL e  (@Q)evenThs/
DopsstiGNps. LM oiflevs, Gavs smerissr, pier auflews, elpm S’ alevanr
b CHmuiley LoJL|FHET aTSHHID PHEIFeTSHSLILIL_ L (peopuiev GFWeVLI(RILD. @)BHeTT6V,
uflur®  FLmE, s woHpib UsH  ufloremselley  Fremwssliil L Lpemuiev

B QUG NS

HHSHHLTHF  OFTevaubseaTnTey  Yewgwy GFemeu  ereitLG @QewF ,  LITL_G, L _GTLD,
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BTSLPGNFGT HLb LO(HLOSHH@HL_6T S Heugmsd Casmuiellev yewgwi Gaeveuenwis GCsmmmiaisa
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