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Bspggissamev LogLiey GCsmevLimenaisdnggi
Tholpavai Koothu is a Traditional Performing Arts

Gs.@QuerFsm,

(LPEOGTQUT LI 1 QYUIGITGTH,

Qppwmery: L. QWS (HeyewTar,
Cupr@flwg, s0psaieom,
Caparls LVsmesHLSHLD, ST QUL QUTTSHLD,

SpeuensLgd, CHgerm — 695581

Ranjitha S, Research scholar
Guide : Dr.P.Jeyakrishnan,
Professor, Department of Tamil, University of kerala

Kariavattom Campus, Thiruvananthapuram ~—— 695581

Abstract

The civilizational growth of human society is mirrored in its arts. As production
capabilities evolve, the values of a society shift accordingly, and these values are
reflected through artistic expression. In this context, Tamil society has developed various
art forms tailored to different eras. History reveals that these arts have undergone
significant transformations or even faced extinction due to various factors. Arts are
generally classified into two categories: performing arts and non-performing arts. Among
these, Koothu has played a primary role in human society and continues to be performed
to this day. Its core themes typically revolve around Puranic mythologies and significant
social events. Modern-day Koothu performances also incorporate contemporary social
issues. Understanding the performance space, characters, structure, and the audience of
this art form is essential. Accordingly, this research focuses on bringing to light the

insights and nuances associated with Thorpavai Koothu.

Key words: Puppeteer, Performance Stage, Screen, Ornamental Perforations, Mandikar,

Kanikayar, Connective Leather, Light Translucency.
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QYUIF F(HSHSLD

wefls FopFsHer prsfls aeTiFRenwsd FeesHafley FHTeRIGTLD. 2 DUSPS FDeISES
gpp  awedHuIy  FeLpsSFer @I FHET  ommUBILD.  FeLps  GLILFETS  FHEDEUSHET
Lr@uedsFermer. aiaiewsuier SLUpF Fopsid LIVGCAN HFEM QUL QUBIFEETS FTVSHNHCHDLI
2_(FAUTHWGTATRT. FFEGSHGT LIGY HTIGRIBISATTC) LOTHMLD Her(pLb, LFBFID eubFIeTaTenS
augeTHMley @Q)Bh% Wb Osmerereumib. Fewevsafley @Qp LIflayser o eTerer. BHLPSSHIS
FGVEHET,  BFLPSBTSH — FIGVEHGT  GTOTLIGT. — Indhd OGNS — FUPHSPGT  (LPSHGTEHLOWI TG
UBISTOOW TS, @)Fdmsbdl SDFTVD aeTuiley BSPSSLLIMBLD  QRETHTS 2 6TaTd. @)BH6T
ewIQUT@ReT — LTmenThser — whmib  FepssFe @ bQumd PSS BlELpenards
Q\FTeUsTL_BT@LD. SDHHTVSH6GV BIBLSSLILIBILD Fn BF6V FOLPSHLDF T F(15 5| FH 6T
QL bOLFeTET. (QHET FHaTLD, LDABSTHET, ewioliy, @sewar mSHTGCaumd LDy PHev
QerTlweownsSTGb. - Ydlauewsuley  CHTHUTdSE  FmEEl . FIOHS — FHSOTHM6T

QeuelG0FTeRTiaUS T ()6IaITI) DPLLENS).

SDayFQFTHSHET: LUTdUITL 1Y, ImSSIBIG, SOTFFme, YLTeTH HDGTHGT, LOGRTLY HT,

senflevaswd, Qe _gGHmev, afl 2a1bnie eV
Lperrgien

SUOPFHFV  BL_SSHLULGLD  BHPFVFH@RSOSTIN  H6vf  GULY AUBRISEHET(H. el
QYL 6V, LmL_6v, 2egwml o 6T CFihs FHamsemwGum s ogGseib &0 BloHLpeeyGuim
QY LienL_wrss  QFmewt®  umfeeuwmergisefler  (perms  @ern@d  Gopil
FDVGHITFET  BFHLPSDSHSTL_(HausT@ib. Iaaflenguie CsTevLITemals FmbSIb L _kIGLb.
Qemeu  BFG  FBSHSFOTUD LTINS  HSHGTUD gL wWTHS O TR
BapSSLILBRGTNG. SLOPFSB6T QB TemenowineT dmsg wglier HL Fwrers Fep Supaii
FOLUMS®SE FHTLG  LURSGHUSTGLD.  Ibplevevuiley  CamevLimeveudgng@er  Liflewrmio
UGTIFEFFIWITGTEH LIV SHL_L_BIFETTSH GUTHHE(HSFHGTDG. STTTOTLOTGT HEHGUHGT [HLD LOGRTEH6V
Q@BHSTVILD e MTSHILD LOGYS 2 L _cVenFayFafer eLpeuld BewL_OLIMIGISTEGHLD. YeTT6,
G mevLITenadgn gS)eiT WpSPwiorer  FpliubFd @ BspFPeoow  elevm@er  Gpmedlev
uTwLIUL L 2 (Rhusmssosran®  olarsg  Oaeflldss@e  Fevgd  Feoov  auyfwns
ST FALILBSGSHUSTSGLD.  YSFdFHw  CHrevLmenaudhambFer  LievGaimy LILg BleWeVSHGHET

TBHSPwibLib CrrsHev @sHL_RewT LLFMI).
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CamevLimenaldsms@er CsmhmLd

Camevumeveud gms@er  OCsmppiomeng 2 vsumaii  Bleoevudey 2 (BeUTETSTEGLD.
Qetreopws Faxflom Fewpuler eueTiFFEG allevs QLU L FmWTHSTET CHTVLITGIS 5%
srewr  Gauer(pid.  @)Fseevullesr  GsmL_ssb  Ferm,  @QBCsrefeaflwm,  @pSwr  GimeTm
BrRsefley Camhmib Qunm Herery LvGeaun prGSefeyd Lgelwerers. @Q&er HL Fums
Qb e  @flavevm,  yp@om,  Cagerm,  FOPETH YPw  @GLmsels  Pephg)

GUhSGITETGUT.

“FRssTVSSW LTl UPDPu GO, LTewus gl BL-SSLILIL B aIhS/GTer
QFiPwib Ol aBHngG. SIS LITdas: Fhahg @Quam_muiTd YaTHFHEHHSG LPHLIL L
upeny 2w eTarg QOFw aumHermg)” 1 ereteiib HeTHITLFTL auisefer Uiy

aufwrs @ssemevuier Casmmmiomers SO (oementley. 2 Huih QLDDeDs MIGTLD.
Camhumenaigser

FBI%  QVSHILD Qsm_Gr_ mS®S OO L BFPSEHF  HEGUFET
pen_Gupmeterar. LGS QesFw  sTSH CHTHLITdS Mg 6Teib GFTGTL 6V

(LPSGT(LPSHGUTS LOTeONHHUTFEH T  SBAUTFHSF6V HBwi(LpLy Hn/.
“Sovifleiry) CpmerL el

QoG @eirg) SyPefisds

Caredlelr LITewaud FadbSTL L _MisF
sipery afliphgl P_LiGuener” 2

Gupsenr_ um_ev auflser GCHmevLTewald msHilt UDY) mpFETpar. LSF Quishs HTeLD
wp5Gev  pLoupen_w  LweTuT 196w GHmev  umewauier Fmliyser QaeflliLBGSnS. @)bs
FeVEG WF  wpEPwimer smalwns alevmBear Csmev  T(RSHHIG  QEmeTer LIl (HeTardy.
Qe  elevm@sefler GHmeL  (LpHeTeOLOWITS — FHwTeET(ReTarerd. HyFev wrer  GHmev
wpnGprern YL HSCHTV @aunmley LOT6T @)@TLD LIS eT(h). HenariomeT, 6\&TLDLJLDTGT
Cumetp  yewarga eewd wrer CHmeweuwtb  LILIGTLIHS S U GTETeuT. 9y 1ger  Gzpmalev
Qeuerarn(®, GFiboyf) " 1967 Camev ' HICw 2 LCWrsliILBSSHT abereaiey @)bs ) Tev®
wFHCw SLUOPFSHV YBs Ijere) Q)BHSS. FLL_ G penser HEHewiowmer GLiTE Lo
Caul oL wi@se oL Qe L g). @QssmaL Gl Yy gar  CHrevaser

LweTUTL 196V aupger. Fev Fomwmseailey @Qevausors aflvm&ear Carenevs OGFTHSa 6mareT].
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LIGRTLIGULD 2 6Dl _weuisH@hid, SpaipT Fwowsgev ualwm gear GCasrer OFTRSGH 2 sailers.
BRIV FndhFld FVEHBHGL QUi oralev FTioib (PBHSH VM. YRTTEV 9GTTENLDS

FTVSZV Limewal Swrflss alewew OFTBSH umns Geuerigw BlevewGuws @Q)(BHSIGTOTS.

“@uGsmentid, HehFTayili UGHFafe Gumbenoser SWTHGGLD HEWEHTH6T
BGHwrs  @BsFpmiger Soe mILuSCsSTR swrfiniew FRUL Geretmiser. 245G
UTenald Fmhgld FaeEhiser Issameaehiseli_LAGhG LTwasmer alenewd aUTmSHS
QEmar@prgser’3 ereiin LPey QOFuigeTer uieumers HGTRTTLFTL Yyeuisefer LBay @)md

ST S FBSHEHBTGLD.

umevey  swmfds  alevmPBer Caxmevev &HSHSLUILRSS W LIGTL] HOFUL_GT  Fnlg W
Qen_5Csmemer LSLILIBSS BT LB UL LD aewThS Bnb O&THSHTDGTT. HPeY/LD
@O L BpswmsCu  GCsiey GFwieur. 2 esemaiw pleveuisy Bnib Lefls SHesmeninGg
FILIL) &edTenind Q\FTeRTL_ /. Heweu FmILIL|, eV, FeuLiL, LIFWSF, DehFeT YHw BpndHensGuw
QuBLbLITETELOWITS IGTURSS eragsHer. LUSLLBSHuw CHredle ligenrs &Heenser Q)L (B
et auflwrs alars@ar eflenw serpmeud OFuiuyd Fwips LefGu CarevLimenal LpuphHs
QFUIg/eTearTeT .  HMV  BHPSHHAUSDEG LV 2 LGFenTEGET  Q)BBSTYILD  CHTevLimenal

QFIaEHOFETY SRNLILIL L FOUGHIHET @)(HHSIGTOTCTL.
GamevLimenals mggl BEHUHLD @)L _miseT

aTyTeyg grelley @whgl SUPsSF0 G QuUuiihs Fellevsw LHDID  LOGHTLY ST
FoLpFSHmBF  FTiss WwHFEGer  CamevuTevaud  msS@er gl  alfld  HGVEHTHETTS
wiiu@Ferpard. Qaujser wgnsd Owmfleows ST Qumifunss Q&I _auFser.
Feoilenswi  FIH QasSearCr  HLOLPFSHHV CamevLimeneud; e T FHEHCUGHILI
BISPpSHSFT1gaf. b  aesuiIGCe  SUOPETL 960 @EHme  BFLD  HGTLOTS  BTLD
FrabGung Oser wmaul 1 mseflGe 9Hs% 9erailey BaHLSHSIBGTDTT. Q)BT eLpevld GlHeir
uGHulev  Fev  reul L mF@RLeT  @Ssemevuiet  aueniERSG  OpBmSw  QsmL_gLy
Qupgierarews  yfluerid. Sy seEralurgl),  SSSIEGY. HBOBOGa6), g,
Carevay, Fousnens, Gsef, FawnBsase, almaupsd Gumern wral’ L migeflley BFHLpHSIETaTET.
YR, SNFTV GFLpadev OLBLbLTeTeWITET @)L _BISele) ()G bHHI5 FIITRTSH 2(HF

UBF DS

369



FSSTRIFGT GOLOLIL|

QTmSLD  SYoLULSHSG e sellul d@upopser  SULPSSEW
FHwimerLiLiL_alevene@uweTnmey/d GLITEIUTaT Fev YeOLOLIL| (LpewDFHeTL! LN6TLIHMISHTDETS.
FeUUIGT  HTVFHLPNVIGSG apL  QuTmaTtsTrs CHemaiemw LTHN OHTET®R  FndBHImIS
SwrAliugev Feueard CFHFwererary. OBTL_&&% FTVHHV gevevwimed Cauwlii’ . FPw
Yewpwirkeyb Lierermefley Lodsefler wFHECHDL InSSTHRFGT Lol LOTMILIHSTDCT.
Qb5 omswrerg Csmuilevev L gw UGDFeN W G Fmewr (LpyHng. “eTévevTLd
@easions S g5 Fteriseley @Qaijseflenr mpdiams FTGLTY QTPSEWTSE @)HbHS
Leir mG15& 19508 w@EaEs Yrbllss Ledrar sassrmPer genoLi] wrplug”4 eeimn
TRHSHITSFDTT  FTL QLYY  YueuTerd  -&m. O\L(LOTET. QBTG5  HTeVdHFeV
QugISFEHEsTHayd ey euewils OCrresHled ps@BLOGLMS FUUIVILD  FndDTHIF )LD

LTHDLD THLRHGUEHS 2 GUTIGUITLD.
Sewguier FpLiLIbFLD

Raflons Hevpulev ST FULRSHID DewgsE (LpeTCarmiy wirdh - CHrevLITenad: gndd)
oG Hns). Devg wgier Csm_fFfeows Fmmiasn@&s FeliuBsTISHHHs @)eTLD &TewT
@pgujib. omBef pLcLh Qi damigul YIEFV @@ wps enflel, GUIGLs eifed, FThs
augev eriflef] ereiTapih eLpauanswiTe eriflaisewarts Lmy QermGHET GRS DT @eunifev
eriflafl  eTeTLIG R ™SS  Flewhedwids  GUILILUSTGLD. BT  LITHEOGWITAT(HIHEGHLD
FDVEHHSGLD QevL_Guw o arer (screen) gyemfl euawsGui @b, @)S6T HL_FWITHSSTET Fnd sl
wrflev  Feogeowls  LWETLIHSHHIR TG GOILILITSHS Camev  LUTwoUS — FmSBHV
SeoogOevelumersg  Qerdwenownrs  QL-Soss  QuuSng.  Oeeweniny  yewr G
UTFeaUTeT(hdh@GLb Lmemanum 1§ G Qe _Guw Feog QL@ &T._@Q&eTnerd. @)bs Sieuwf
v _LiLignG eTan Hlov PuSser QEESHETH Aupap 2.&TOuGLTr GHLLIRV®SS

&HITGEOTGUITLD.

“oarjampiser Gupd SvwvalhdkiG Gamyg Ga gy eowBur Qasrenerd Fiewenr Guim
QeaswrsGar  GCpidanswrasGear  GQsr@LUT. @  Hevgdfeapeuwm@Ld.  LOAMILD
Segsfencvenws oenj aGHTGRITET Flvwauggids QFTHGSE CGaiwBLd eteiLig BWS 5 @)ssemaHw

Sevguiletr FpLiLibFsews Copampu HHSHv @)Bh% alernFd GFHTeTaTeUTLD.
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allarg@ler (LpSHFEIGS I @ILD

Qareriogens WL L SOSUITL_aDeVsh FeGh L LOBHS — LITTenewTaTise_Lb
FL_$HF OFvausn@g alarshg semenryfFns. alarsHer eaflwme " HCw 9ybsd Hensuler
s _Feow aflerii&s Gsmerer (Lpigujib. ybplenevuiley SLALPSHSFGV eLpETY UEHHIITERT eSS

LPEODEOWILT LILIGTLI(HSSH U GTGTGOT L.
1. et Qlesorys e
2.0ul_Ggmomgen aflardE
3.10corFmy aflerd

QLbeLpadTmy  (LpEdDEH@HLD QUIT(BATTSTTSS6H D1 LIl _uley/td FTev LoTHnSPer GlFweleTmev
BEpHSUITGLLD.  6Ths armieyd  Gasm_&&G  Hgerh ererLg Gumew  elerdensL
LWSTURSSIUPRID CUTbhEILD. eTenGlanr alars@sar QBT 5555 QWbbos. QSH0%ET
Fov 25% (pODI@HLD  FWTETLILIL RETeTeT.  LITFeaUwTeTHlen — Hersepsh@GLl LTI

THUL TS aUensuiled aflaTHensLll LIeTLI(HGSH UGTETHTH.

“LyeiTeneddmil eTeRTOlanTIl, YLDeWISE eTearGlenTi YHwaipann THLILIZTY FHenL_&@GLb
@afl  uTFawTaTTSafler SausmardE HaFdF QFwng6 ey alerds  HeFPpTi
2. &T.QUBLOTET @Q)SaHBSewS Crras@d Gurgy semevuisr gaGeurem GFuwevLm 19 gyib Lis
CrisFwmer (pewpuied ewsHwmeiTy (hritens Hplwevmd. G Gumiomdev elerd@Ld, LlerFmr
darsG aups LIng Feehisefler o 0 2 plImey gnU@LD HLD FHMIsG GHemnauTsGa
QBEsE. Hermew Osmiflevmi’ L aeriFFuller FewewTimey BIFSLPSSLILIBLD  FeeVEh T Herei
GTGOTERGEDE:  GDhESICTaTS. TSR eLpeTm  UEGUIID  LITEULTL LG U6 HEMeVSS

Gogyith gyeugsafler Blpev Henguiev OSFIITSUTN S W THT(RGTETETL.
Fenaehigafler Blenev

UL _wd Hmev BTGL_mg euTphens LpenGu CHTVLITmaIS: Fnghdldh HEMGGEH(HSHGSGLD
BSLpBEIGToTS. QauiHer GLIBLLLIMGID il B aumpsens (LpewpenwGuils Kerupplerd. Glorss
GALLSPG 2 6TarT edarsg BUBLD LuING QuDD FVGHTTHS DEHLPaUT. HeV BIHLHLD
S5 D&% GHLUSCHETR Crrywnss OFemm BlapsHaad. USH BT SHEHsd G
gaujser EGsC HmF sl LweTsdSS OFT_miGead. @eunmley GLeser oL (HLb
urewauum_1guwnsd  OFwevu . Tl gy, YewmsGer  Ggevev  wamy) 2 eTwmhes.

GBLSPV o 6tar BLIKGT eraiTenflbendemwils QUIThEHS HeeVEhIHemedT 6TevemhsendHd Fn(HLb.
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@onbss 6 Gumsd GCuweyb 94Fs yarelew 10 CupsE 2aTCarsmeT @)(hhSIETaTeT].
GBLSF 2 6ter LpHweuCam epshs FeweavehCom LuIHF Hefllggs Ludpmediig.

“SIMeV QETWENDHGT UHTWDIGSIS QSTeTarTLoew Blewewwns @SS SHISTLOG
Gayr Osmflevger QFiwmosy - Hpmod Gomowns 2efng CQFvReTpers’7  eTand

GO RSpTT (Lp. TTLFTLS

RS BHPSS  QevFssmaisaiear GCsemeemwls  QUTBSES FHeevehTsHefeT  Licuwf
Q@&Ng. U1y, HYiGwreflwub @eFled, wHSeTd Yy LiLeid,  E&mevTT
o Lieug, O %  ylallumerd, umeenwum 195G 2560 yflub uensuiey  (@)BSSGLD
SIS HFMVEHIFET, IULLFF  FLB auGaluei yHw  pleevudsy  HemevEhiser
QL bOumeud. 9%% Gpob GIev CFTHSHSG IV BIHLPSHSHILD LITEOQULITL 1§ &
Qev_Gauewar Q&TRHLILISDHSTSH Flov FLOWSPe LITL(H) LTHSH, LITTeoaLTarflen FHauarsansd
FIGES LIV BeOSFHRMaUS FHOSHMaTSH dmmidev Cumerp OFWeLTRSNV FHLURMG. Fnddl
QeuFLOTE B S - HTVSFV  wprp CHIUPLD  FEGVDW  BIBLLSDIGTETETT. YTV
Qummernsry  Caeaiws &l  OFuesn@Go Geb TSI  BEHTSHHSDHELD
el sCGrTEHe0 GFwevLL . 9y Tiblisbsard. @)%&sme cped 19505 A OFUI% FHeevenil
2Pss S sPDG pHISDE Ossipietara GG WS THULL STWSDD sl
Bl&psgib CrIomes) GensaHLul L Gl bdb aeHuley Ly LIguns Crrsass Genss
FLo&T LGeyseer eowwilll’ () BSPpSHens Fnddid HeeGHIL LD FHTewI(LpLY FmD).

GGG FHaeuileiT SL_L_eLoLiL|

RUOUTH  BFHLPEHSFIS F®VEHGLD SANGSIQULDTOT HLOLIL| (LPODEHET 2.aT(h). b
aemsulley CHrevLTenals Fmbamsd am@GLLCLUTH Fev QUTETIPONSET QHSHETDGT. BHLPFF
swi pleveuiey. @Bss6, SL_oyer ampsgl, Gamomefl PPHLTSW, FSPT GFTL_dsib,
FOS BHLPHFIHW, BdFIH®A FTLF, Feou prsHsD, Feevuiesr Blevpe LGS YFuw
FL_L_GOLOLIL|&6T 2 aarl_sHw Blenevuier @ssemevuieT @Quikigupen OeueflliGFmg). HibL
STVSFV  @QITLOMUGRTLD, LOSTUTTSLD,  BVSSRSTIT %, fdepgrer sz, Gumer
LgUTihg G&TeTod: FeSHH6T BHL_hgeTaret. LleTarTelley Fopsd @FGLpash@ oL L' (B LossHefer

CapamausGCanrr Fenguller HewLolifley omHMLD BHLDHSIGTATET.

dpsme Quss FTesde alBSme 2 eriemas 21 (B Sy  Henguier
Curéd@ YDLOBB(BSHTDaT. Qevar 2.1 Ty wimTsk WTHNIISDHE FTHFwLfevenev. Hewrl_ &6V

2 epling WGarGu  plaup. yoearsg  soeversellaTLulng 8%  euFlwTHng).
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