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The life history of Sri Neelakanta Sivan and his service to music
O.on&m, (peveeud L L yuieuTerd, (QevFsGiemn , SLOLPL LIVSGUSHLPHLD, HEHFTaYT
wearaig GF.spLSLD, OpPwrers whmib @evenrs CuIm@flwd, SLOPLI LIVSeSSHLPSLD,
SEHFTUT

R Raja, Doctoral Research Scholar, Department Of Music, Tamil University

Thanjavur
Dr. S. Karpagam ,Research Guide & Associate Professor, Tamil University
Abstract

A composer of musical forms such as gitams, kirtanas, and padams is referred to in
the field of music as a vaggeyakara (composer). Such composers are classified as
“uttama vaggeyakara” -and “adhama vaggeyakara.” An uttama vaggeyakara is one who
possesses knowledge of both music (sangita) and literature (sahitya), whereas an adhama
vaggeyakara is one who is primarily a poet. Sri Neelakanta Sivan is a distinguished
and scholarly vaggeyakara who emerged from Tamil Nadu. He stands apart from other
music scholars as a great Saiva saint and ardent devotee of Lord Siva. He rendered
Tamil literary compositions in a proper manner that could be effectively embraced and
utilized by the world of music. His kirtanas are marked by profound devotion and
spiritual intensity, expressed through gentle, melodious, and aesthetically pleasing words.
They possess the power to captivate the hearts of listeners instantly. He has composed
excellent musical pieces in several rare ragas. He is also revered as a divine poet
(arul kavi). This study presents an overview of the life history and musical contributions

of Sri Neelakanta Sivan.

Keywords: Keerthanai, Ragam, Thalam, Apoorva Raagangal , Thanjavur
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Slbenn Lof Hev FWTL_ STFT eTedim ewLpSsLiLBRausCuw Guflgib aflapbier.

GLpHaSL u@mauh  pHGev  mevaur LGFUIV FRUL®  QBBSTH. Sl  EHSI
wwHCaCuw LZdaT BLSGLD QL _EF@hsEGF OFerm x4Fev UG Gsmeraurd. $TGar Fev
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