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Historical Perspective of the Commentators of the Sollathikaaram of the Tolkaappiyam
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wpmib Ylafwev Heveprd), elwpliygib, 604 304, @)bSwiT.

Dr V. Segar, Assistant Professor, HOD of Department of Tamil, Principal I/C, BWDA
Arts and Science College, Villupuram,
604 304, India.

Abstract

This study examines how the history of Tamil Nadu and the historical realities
of Tamil literary tradition are reconstructed through the commentaries written on the
Sollathikaaram of the Tolkaappiyam by six commentators. The commentaries of
llampooranar, Seenavaraiyar, Naccinaarkkiniyar, Deivacchilayaar, Kallaatanaar, and the
anonymous ancient ‘commentator serve as significant sources that illuminate the
chronology of literary ~works, textual traditions, bardic lineages, and political™—
geographical information from the Sangam period to the post-Sangam era. In particular,
their citations and explanations concerning Sangam literature, ethical works, epics, and

grammatical texts help to clarify the course of Tamil literary history.

Furthermore, the study highlights that the commentators expanded the meaning
of the text through refined techniques such as semantic explanation, elaboration of

similes and analogies, and indication of contextual usage. This exegetical method is

especially prominent in the works of Naccinaarkkiniyar and Seenaavaraiyar, enabling
us to perceive both the growth of the commentary tradition and its scholarly, analytical

approach.

In addition, by naturally incorporating the social and political contexts of their
respective periods into their commentaries, these scholars emerge as historians with a
keen sense of historical awareness. References to the Cholas, Cheras, Pandyas, Vadugars,
various regions, and poetic traditions appear with continuity from one commentator to
another, while at times new details are introduced. This pattern reflects both continuity

and transformation within the commentary tradition.

In conclusion, the commentaries of these scholars function not merely as explanatory
texts but as primary historical documents that aid in understanding the history of Tamil
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literature. This study emphasizes that they should be valued as integrated sources

reflecting the interrelationship between literature, history, and society.

Key Words:Tolkaappiyam Sollathikaaram Commentaries, History of Tamil Nadu, History

of Tamil Literature
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