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(Blackness in the Tamil Literary Tradition)
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Abstract

In the Tamil literary tradition, colours._are employed not merely as visual

descriptions but as profound cultural symbols. Among them, "Blackness" (Karumai) has
manifested in various thematic contexts from the era of Zolkappivam to the present
day. Initially representing the density of nature, it later evolved into a symbol of
ignorance, and eventually, in ethical literature (4ra /lafkzvanm); it transitioned into a
metaphor for deceit.
This article analyzes- the diverse metaphorical representations of the colour black within
Zolkappivam and subsequent literary works. Specifically, this study-explicates how human
psychological states are identified and characterized through the use of colour in
literature.

QYUIF F(5ESLD

sUp  Qevs&Hw il  BlpEiser ererLg  Oeumyb  STLEF  QUFRTHTHATITS
oL (HLDGVGVITLOGY, QYLPLDTG  LIGRTLITL_(R& GDuIBDSTTSaLD  FHWITATLILIL (HGTATET. {eUmHM)6iT
sy eTeTs QsTavsmiiu smeh s @dm ey LaGay GuTpETE LS
vuierm  aupgieTarg. OBTL_&&% FTHFev Qupensulier OGFlairsen, e ynluimeniouder
YEL_WITTLOTHLD Q)(BhS) LT 9m @)evdFuwiniFeflev ‘Gu@arasg}.@@'&r‘ @DFL_T&HeyLb FH(HEmLD
Bl wrduyererg. @ésL_(Beng, Gsmevsrliiwid, wHmiIb @evsFwmiFafley &@BLIL  BDLD
6TeuaUTODEVGVTLD 2 (hUSLILIRSSLILIL_(ReTard eTeTLensll LUGLUTLey OFLENS. Gulliums,
Loesflgefleir LDGSTB)em6V GTGUGUTM)] Qs wkisafev BIDSEnSH 5 Q& res(®
QDL WTaTLLURSSILBS NS eTeTLemS Qe yuiay leTSHSHNI).
SoayiGarpsar (Key Words): smeow (Blackness), @mer (Darkness), eesesd (Deceit |

Treachery), Qamevamiiuib (Tolkappiyam), @ws@mer (Thirukkural), pui® (Symbolism
| Semiotics), Bmi1 wngiop (Colour Imagery)

pTDIDT

R B ereueummy LeshBll LeTLECerT® QST FLUBSSLILUL®), HYDOBHsmers
sDLISSL LWSTURSSLILL L & TaTUSDGS S0P QSNBSS Pphs FTSTOIGL.  WISILD
2a1@r wraumh Gseflf ereitn QLITEEOLD LT ILITeTeDeWIT GLimhmILD SO (VS IIBIFET,
Lefleafledr &L LeTL|sar alard@Geausn@&GL LVGCaUn 2 UenLDEGTL! LGB S%S W 6TeTeT.

Qaueirenio Gruiewenwib GFibevin afgSemsuyd GMILILG GUTE FMHeOLD GT6TLIGI  LPLD,
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@Ffle), MwmedD LHID QIGHFHLD YFW (LpIesTLIL_ L 2 ewrjaysefle FeTarTsd HFLF NS

STIGLSLL, WTET, FESH YHWaD®DS SEHoWw aTarl GuUIDPLG PSR FTIHSS.

“smi” eTetn G FQFTH QU gw SHewows OQsmesTiniu  ew  (@)er)
GTGTLIGNS GOLOGIGHT 2 6V&HLD eTamitb QUTpenssd GHlé@d GlFmev ereimib L6y OCFUIFDI).
Hnasmev B% BIVFET YSDTH Fnl T LPSSSGT L _WTOTLOTS LOTHBET. Q)eUTDTHS
SO LeTUTL el Bmjeyib Fremserts enwowiGumd SO @evsFwmiFaflev HmiiL-
Ly QFTev GPUIBFET THBmHW BlewevFalley wTHmD QLD  UBFHGTATERT GTGTLIHSD
YIMiaISTS (&5 (Hevguiet CrrssHD emFHmD).

@QFmevgILd GILIT(H@EHLD

QasTEH  FHevn eTernm  QFTGV, SHWHLLY T &L e  (@Q)Tew(®)  T,mEHTS
FeralsarTevib eTLpSFWellev GDSSLILBRGTDGT. FMLIL] GTGTLISH GeWISSILD BINSeD LD
(@Qavor_) GPs@L eteng QFmevasmiifub H HFH D).

“spiyn Py Gaugeflits Quimiper mroum. 372)

“Bngs 2@ eeamjssped oM’ @roum. 373)

oy (ss$s)  aeb. - @FCFTev  QUEBLbLITETELOIWITET @ _mFafley  GewTHmBh
GOILLNRusSTS QevsPlwmsenicv ()L .1b QUIDMICTOTS. FTTDTS,

“smiey OQ&mer GpEsFLL”
@ wuprbsTHMILILEHL_.100)

“Q.IITGUTL-D ee0cc0c00 000000, &QIL-ILI” (@gj)@'@l_'lum'_@. 227)

QeveufFens@, BEReTTISHaNlwfer WSI®ISHTEHT 2 gLy WPpHibs Blevev, Oumifujb
plevevudlev Fpewo Qamesr . Gosid eterts QUi meT GFTeTeTEUTLD.

“sreaur QgmupaleTser ML DES GFTevayb@FT6e

@arGs slennd &HSTe - @aTGs

QuipsmLops Cserall mfleyeL_wmg eTeHEhTemILD

sTubgmLES QFTOMTT SDISS” (Brrevigwirm.63)

RBUGT  F6T  BFIGEHS S HLULBGSSTON, HeT uTevwd Dohsg Fearsdev  GFmTevey/b
QFTTES, HAUDTLO HUWaTGW FH(BHLD. FTLILIE HeTemaTOW  FHBLDTHGUTCY LIGNTLIL L
2 arempen_Cuing  FermQETarerTi  eTar  BAVIWTT HU_RFME. @QEIG FMIGHLD  GTGTLIS
Rersedss GOLLBRF NS

Fha% @QasFwnsellsy Bnsmss GUss &m S1H, @w eTerm QFTHSCar YBFHLD
LiuSemy CUHS/GITGITGUT. @) &0 Tevay/ LD EACTINC) ST SHENH LD CINNIQIZ]E
Quepbumemrmpmiiten - S 2L v ‘e @QBET  eTewd  ImMIPGTDSG.  LDEEHET
upsFTHFafley  @GPILLUTES  @pUyF FL_mGseallev Sy ererlsy  SLUBHS%  SPILSTHS
FOLULRSNS. Qb FOHLIL TS LOHDFF DD BewQEUIS FnmIQUSTGHLD. 6THFLOGHDUI TS
Glpeevs GHldsad @QFOFTR LILGTLIRSSLILIBSNS).

GTVVT  BlpmFenarujd 2 eTeumm®d  GsmeareuGs  H@LL. 9CsCLmey  eTeLeVTLI
QuUITBEeTI LD FTSTHEHRSG FTL_(Heuspmev, Fev QL _msFeflesy &HBLL eTemams QBT (GODHS
aafl) erews QEmeT(RLd @eIaumiiay BHPSSLULBRNS. umGOTY) QULPSSHTHMI Y UICTETTTET
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Q8. LFL@eud LMWL apsGSaiey LIGKFLD DG amewamws GHssGa SHLIL cTaTD

QFmer LWSTURSSUILIL 1 & @ prd. (Q&m.UFPeaid, LISRTUTL B HYeoFa Fer, LGsib.45)
OSTVSTULNISSV FH(HEwLD

QsmvsTi Wb  Pndewslt el Quuwgmseyd  Quuitium’ ®%  GDILILITHEeYLD
&1L BRng. Qsmevsriniug 'swmow yovwg '@aar aerLmg wefls warsGear LwGan
LOGTBleDaVH@L_6T QSTL_FLILIBSSIPDTH.

FaTa) RUIFSBN '@)Her

samalwcy LGB, ST soawvalamwd #6855 aumLCUTg 'Quamar @ HHaNWTSHL
LweTUBSSHISTeT. @QmGs @) memer g LiLieoL_wTsHd QT @)T6y 6T6TLIS 2 GRTeOLOGHI

LweDLILISDHELD, LYIpi HPwmoey QFuLIRMSDGLD GDUTL_THnS.

“@reyd@n erolb @UILDL| QUILDLITS

LOGOGTIWISHS SHeTDIF QIFTVGYIHI SHTM6)

wearGuiry Ferad GaHL @b aufuigGeau

LOGOGTISLD LISTYE ST WITGT @srevsm i wLp. Quirpeir.
129)
QeaelFFsHFe0 ITSH  QPIHAIGT, ()(BHEM6TSH SHIEWRTIITHS O\HTT(H  QUIBAGDS @P(H CUHSEUITCT
'"wepss’  (Secrecy) eremy  Qemewsmiwi  SHDSns. @F - Qupewsuisr Gdlaurs
QwLiey,  Qawefliuew. sgerens yppw  (Non-transparent) peoas@d — H@HeLoemw
2L WITOTLILIRSSHIF M.

QFTOVGFHTITSFV GewrLd LopmMILD BYLD
Qsmevasriui  ueyl  Quuigseer  ard@GLCUTE, — BpmFemers G enmisGarT®H

QBTL_JjLLRSHBDTH.

"Qseww FAmieows CsuieLo..." @z revsmiuwip.
456)

@8 GFbewn erarig Gpiewvemwud (Integrity), 9snH& CBILLTIDTET HHEILD H6V6VS
@wer eTarLg 'Lopssd eveags CrimLwbhn SeTevww L GBILILITY 2 eTiSEIF Dl
F@heLn eTayib GFmey Grrly wrsHs dmpliL_aleveney eTesfleib GMILILITEY 2 GRTTeUTLD.

FE% @VSHFIISTV FHIHEILD

FRISL LML vFalev 'S GTHTLIG QUHLIDLD UGTEOLOGWS GMSSTGYILD, LOMIL|DLD
2g 'LapSsw, 'gmhmised) wpmih o TrRTTHIY @USHBSSN' UG  LIGHTLISEHSEGS
GO_s eupgiereons). sHw BHpsevs Gpi QurmerTiis GPF@ QFTR  S@HLIL T
SLOLpaTTEnTey I UH Y. (SLLpaiTemiev, H@HLILILD FmLiLjb HL_(Heng, Feroenf preflslp) Lodhser
FBEOL BDSSU LD THTempsserenwemwyd (GDnF OFwevsemarGWIT HVeVH QPLPSFHLODD
QFwevsemarCuwim)  HrermHGeu Q&TL_JULBSS  (LPORTRDTIHET — 6Tedm) 2 eTadiicy
migRumeriser sevr_pdngerererd. (Kendra Cherry, The Colour Psychology of Black,
www.verywellmind.com)

QILPPWIILD QUIEHFSH(LPLD
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FHGL LUTL_vFafley &menw Bl wpgewrul_ L @) Blevevsafley  Ludeim  auBS ngl.

Qummersafler Campmsbens allers@Hb Blenevullev eermy, GBuiL_ms Blerm LT lenar aflerdELb
Blevev LoHO DTG

“HmBSTY UIRST @BRGIN Loy (g1 TSS5TEHE).
272)

Bnsmss  @PsGL  QFCFTTRTS  pFwey  FTIBsSE. 50605 Tsu  Hilw
WpsgisFHamarts GLmeTn PP FHaEnsHeprsGL LlsterTe aehFar aflbSHLLmS,

"sif! QumigsTi giG@GL SawanTSIT® @il Qumraibs Ber (LSS50 5)
erarp  auff) aerGEGHDG. FH50BTFHUND BB BeVS HMGVaUGT QRHEUGT LITHenSuiL LD
Qe B Foibeuanss s Caxmif, QumuFFTL & Lscvaunflen aehFs HamsHemar
@55 eflsemeryen_w LTSSWCTTR IpHw  yelsevaTsamer yewflhg LR LpHSeCerr

TG DTG,
Opeseid Cumev FmiSE (Q)peir)

LOTEOGVESTELD  QUBIMSF  HL_(hensuiev (@Qmper  eterm  GFmevadng OFm®HmGHTev
Loeiraafier OBEHFSS 2 AUMDILITHS F050ETews: GDILILNGS NS/

“mer Sits Sm_Swirer, >ypewr CwmEsmer, Bud QFuiwime,

Qaimayp 2.digsaer GpehFd Guime, LI

@)®er FMiL, LjeibL] sery, SFewew &L & GFy (598 06\smem=.120)
Qevaug seflsy BTG FEUTERTTCY SHTL_L_THAUSILD HDHeWDH GTGOIGWIIUILD LITHSHHTHaISHILD
BT THieyh O FUIITSEID HYFI YTFGT QPHAIGT LDGFEHGS HIFFHDE 2 GTL_THS
BT _en_ et _auet GbepFbGLITer @)HeT @LphS @U(BLD LOTEWSSFTELD 6TeTm $60%0\HTens
ORI A AN
D @sRwEsald aICHESES HBLD

2IMEF (5% FFOGTF QFmeveIbGLImS) (OREAAINTE QuimenseoIL
2 AUMLOWTEGSHFTDGT. GPILILITS, HSLOLOTY] HBSTLOV 2 SaLD FISTSDTIH@HEGS  STFGLOGLD
(a@Bp Gusib) 2 W THd ST L LILRSDS. FHHeOLw 6T6iLis euertd opmid GC&menL_ulesr
QYL_WITOTOTHL  LUTFSSLILGFeT) LML _6vF6eT  OLI(BLDLITGIENLD — HTERTLILILG LD,  HLOLD

QevsHw aigeTHHlev HHLL] BN UEHFFSBET ewL_WTATLONS THIS (S BTevSeNeVS 6.
GerLoeuell 2 aueHLo

QUGHFHTHEGT YO _WITATLD &ML L GUETEHEI T LweTURSB W 1% aUcIeOLOWITET 2 aIeHLD
O

"LpiigeTy) s _eanu Greyib EHmIGeTY)

epdPer sPwmy 2 oL gs)" (@weér. 277)
@arent] QeauallGuw Feunbs DYLPFTHS HTELILIL_L_TYLD, BT LPSGL LGS SmILILITS
QBs@w. 2HCure, Geaefluiesy pevewaugGumew Geur b &ASBTeID, 2 6TaTdFev Sl
AUGHFMET 2 L_IWITHET 2 VFHG 2 (B TSNS @)FGmer. @)mGs eIy TS LS
(BLg-L'1Ly) eTawayLb, SBLIL| 6TGTLIS QUIGHFHLD GTTaYLD FnDLILIRHMI).

YBlwmenLn eTeILd @)(HeiT
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aerenag '@qer (Darkness) ereirp GQemeveney 'yflwmens Sjevevdy 'LOWSHLD TG

Qumrmaflev ewswrear@prd. @)% Guwphayssg (pef) Gwiommregy.

"@QwerEEs @6t LwWSEGLD LmeTBES

rEp S8 Wajég
(Gweir.352)
LOGTLOWSSLD eTarenil '@per B, @pppp il QubPaTFEnsE 2bs <2P)Ca
Cufletugenss  H@ib.  (H@mevw) Qmer erergy QmGs  Fflwmer UTdS®WS  SHFHSGLD
PIwmemLD.

"@warGar @ mallewaru o CFym @)ewpaucir

QumwarGsy LEpUABSTE om’ @" (@mer.5)
Qevpeuaflesr LFep 2 ewiibBauisen b, YPlwremowmey (Quer) aleweryd  (@)Heuens
dewars@pd auhsg CFrmg).

SO wrIseT LHDIDd LSS @esHsSHd SH@HenL

FlILGFTISS6V LmeRTLy.u  LociTaTer B SHaupiGLITS) LgienTew (Q)(BeT @LpHEHS-
samerSuieT e spiss (amy) @nUugid '8 s @n SGLLL L&SS®S
2 TIGSIPDG. DHomwevd GUUNRWw urL_wseflev sl etatrm  GFTeVeY LD,  Feussfleir
srL_smsps  GOUEGD  Cungl  SmiSs  ererm  QFTevab LSS  (QevsSHimsariev
enswrer il Rererg) — Quiflwgmewid,  edFas  FéBTHSSH0  @epeusier  geflenwils
QupiL_moey  FHSGLD AUGCHFFLOTAT  LOGTHIEHV Yewra @B — 6Tehiny LS NS
alevalmrssFe F@gall Cumern Sul LTS TRISGTGT @IGCHFHLOTC GTGTGHIMIHENGT Fewhsd

'sflw ward' ety GEFTH LIWGTLRSSLILIGS DS
Q@FaTeV @QNEFWSF LoTHYLD

SHHTV  QVEAWSHO SBLIL eTeTLS eI Grersed LIl &  opmib
‘e eplnler e wmerons o BOM@SSeTTE. LUTTSWT 'ST1mss PpHaGa’  ereTn
ur_edlev  sBewews  OFuieiFoTss  Fewri_md.  pafer  @QVEHWmFET  HHLIGHLI

R@GHLILL_GL_mfler oyr@uwevmsayd, euedeniouller BpLomHeyb MUy QFLIFeTDET.

Py ayey

Qsravsmifusde @Qubmsuier aflaurss S b LDSS 's@How, FHF FTVSS
2556 Ypomer wepOuTwherTs 2 hom), eateubs n QesFRwmFensy auEHFHSS 6T
adFfldems @pluins  BoeGupngd. @@ Bob  Qeupb  STEG0 QUTBeTTSS
QsTL_m@estTeYith, & STOLICLTHHG wefllsll ueyFefler o ewgsererts wry n6HL
YSL_ @b Falwums auerihslererenss SO @QeusHuwils LgliL LDFTHNFRGTNS. LndS et
FHELDWS FL_EEILD, NS LTSS Gpd 25 smeow Bus Qe eww GrrsS
psiuGs QESHuniseT LI®IL $HDEGS SBHLL YHEDES OFUISLTEGLD.

SIGHGRTBIDLIL L9 UGV
1. giis QevsHws Osngliysern Bl OFerwd Lg% anajev, GlFeTenar.
2. Paddisarry 2, @ewsHwHFv B, 2 6v5s% SOPTTTUIFE BlmieueTtid, GFsTena.
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