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QYUIOF FH(B&SHLD:

uphsip @Qevsswd GlFveuniger uflujb Blemevuilev BES HTVSEHL_L GG, CsL_6v WGhHs
Lweniiseler afurs ol (P Gangsmer B GL_B&s, Sauhen 2fs aursarGupluar  SUps
s1EST  2.CausmAsTasud. Segg UL Lelumers Geumd - eripss LmHnGLm  26ves)
OFHFULGRAGWIT 1oL (HLOGVGV; . 2% @F YMLD FAIhHS 2 eierHll Lew  YSGLD. (G)GHL_(HEDTIITTS],
2. CarLsmlpreosiwy eujseafler u iy GpBlipnsamers s QEHWSFeT SHefdaial LieTLITeT
owSQsTH  BHpped — ereieh  Gamumi g e g e udd  uiesG - 21 LRSHINS. R0
saugeowrs U G@GCUTg & IOsTeTeR LVGan LT CaumyumRFen, HASSHS TLPSHISHHET
whmib @ _FOFFHHVFET YFWUDEIDSE FHUITE@HLD  CUIMS, 2 GTENLDWTRT eLpeY LML _Sends:
Fer_ b/ BeOCUBISEI UV /e HITL_19 wI 2 IPLILT@GLD 2 GRTENLOS S GTENLOW|LD
FevSHHIAN_Ggml MG GTTLIF auf  QEHTTIY (Bhb YSHBleweud, & SOl ST HTHEGV
2psPerail) Mt BowsTl B APSOSTH BHpe LGTING @)ERTLTS LOHSIGTOTS.
GPlurs,  Uppreyin . Qolu@smyid ,  wenliGusme  whmid  Fus@ismoeni  Gumen
Qu@misTiwurisemer’s LS NGGD Curg, K ss6uny LwGam LTdsemernyd aLiLGBHTSHE),
unmlev 2 6er LIpsHeners Fearhgl, @R OFLLEOWTATOST(H LS 2 (BUTSHGTTH. FLOFTGL
Ljevauisefler 9yLpsshs@psCar vevsl sl 1 Osmarens GCaumimBsersGsT @)L b SITLO6,
Faig ST G 2 eawenwewCuw @QmiISIum _1ors euf agpprd. @ereopw paier 2 & SIaUsL
QuUEBHSSF DG SHulw, epevd CFUIGFaleT o FTEILLSSTENLLIL FleNSHHTLOC) Y eUewTLILIRGHSILD
o.Cargmalsr LG QpUlipedpser, THIFTVS Sewevpennuillest YUIMTOTISH@hSG @ WOSFRADGHS

DDIFFEOLOWITSH emLoWLd 6TeTLIDNS @Q)SFHL_HewT alerdhGH NI

SpaydQempsdr: LFLIL DD, epLILTL LD, JPSCSTH BHpd, LBy Qppep, LGSR

QevsPwmiser, o.Car.FTlpTengLi.
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Abstract

At a critical juncture in the history of Tamil literature, when ancient palm-leaf
manuscripts were on the verge of destruction, U.V. Swaminatha Iyer embarked on an extensive
journey to recover, preserve and publish these treasures. His editorial work was not merely a
mechanical process of printing; It was a profound ethical mission. This article analyses lyer s
editorial principles through the lens of the Classical Tamil virtue known as Arathodu Nitral
(Ethical Steadfastness). The core of the study revolves around the challenges he faced in
handling textual variants, fragmented scripts and interpolations. His unwavering commitment to
restoring and preserving the authenticity of the original text refusing to compromise despite
contemporary scholarly pressures or personal biases mirrors the steadfastness of the —Arathodu
Niral tradition. By meticulously comparing multiple manuscripts of monumental works like
Purananooru, Silappathigaram, Manimekalai and Seevagasinthamani, he established a logically
sound and authentic version of the classics. In this digital era of information surplus, Swaminatha
Iyer s editorial rigor in preserving the authenticity of primary sources undoubtedly serves as a

definitive ethical benchmark for future generations of scholars and researchers.

Keywords: Editorial FEthics, Original Text, Textual Criticism, Manuscriptology, Ethical

Steadfastness, Classical Tamil Literature, U.V. Swaminatha lyer.

(LpeTE@IT:

ueTenL_wgd SULp @QevsHwF GFeveumisemars &mebaieTarsGe  HLfhgel Ty &TiLGs
2. .Garar eugsefler LG Lewfluler g lienL DIDTGLD. QenevdE Heuly Heners Gy jeud
Cup@smenr_ &g aomerd Failg$CH5HID Uiyl LILeHIHISanyd, @ Hreoevls UGS Lper
goug  Aerupdlu  yflefwev  Yiauomer U GBTEs)  (LHEIDHFETID  YUTLILIRDSHSIIDS
Qs @Revg  Cpréswnss Oaraw@ererg. UDOTL LMD  BFIDOTETIGW @RVF  FaUl] FHefley
WLmREH_s SO QesGHu Qevsseand OFvamsaers Gzl s OFTGSE HFF auTsarGohmlu
2.Carsr augseflesr L@Liylinenh, SOpL LB ugTHH @ HIW WFSSDS 2 (BaUTSHILIS).
oeufler L@y wpedpwrers Qeumyb HFH Lewlwmgs Ll GG YEWLOWITLOE, G(h LIS LOTET
'@y oprsGal’ SyehETTE. @@ Bl UL IGGLCUTE v YPPweT 9yenaLSCHT,
FHSDDCHT  ereualss LT gpUl IS gL Mg eTTUDV euf LOGHS HeUGT(LPL 6T
@Qewev’ 1. e OFTweler 2eTens Gy aUD S PWLILRLD  euenT  FH  Liewflemuwils
QummewioujL_er PSS  ausGL  yaugsl  CsTan®OpY, e evsermellw LML SFDeTTiicy
QBBLPINH@HSHG  Q)eeRTITS  IpETaTaT.  Faig Hefley FTemriiul L um_  Camur@sHemar

LOEDSHTLO YauenTlILBRSFw  Heugs Cpievioemwuyid, LHHCFITSHEHHET eLPEULD  YUIGTTIHEHSS
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wPugss Haugs 6sTawCrTeGE Fhseveryhd, @@ UDLUTA T Gmeay (Bhs  Ceuetirig wi
Qe gp  plwBiFeeTub 2 ITSHFGTDRT.  (QSSDFW 2 GTRTHLOTNT  LBLIL
GpPperpasearyd, el sLpsH@ aupmPw flaysFrg Cpienwedwuyd YrruiauGs @)% HenTuller

9L LILIGHL_G SHETLDTGLD.
Fay s GCas@geder GLmmpenLopency:

SO QEGHFWBISET Qevevd Fauly Fefley (pL_m&HsG F_pgib, sevgwimet HGEIb, — YHmMlev
erwiiL” B yflng  Q&Tey (Bhs FTVSSHLL_SF,  eupeps Gy LB G @UiLensGw
2.CaLsm Seg UTPBTET YnLoTss Q&Tewr_mf. @ mroel UPIss 1y CaBSHT, 2 SH6T

Fflwmer whmid wpepewrer LIgHasemers ser_pluyd weny Heuj Flaib @uibsGs @)eveney.

OEIELL2 SUOPFSBGHT DB TBIHGIT, LignLpul Ljeveu Fai (B &6, QuromEer  eTew
eLpemeULp(HSHGHeVeUTD ML ® . euewrtg ufeiid  FHTeVBEL WTHeD . Lwewrd  CopGlamenTim.
FousFphsmesienws uUSNOILSDSHTS, eud LD HYETHHET SIS (BHSSe06 GLITDIGHLOWITETS;
@0 uLLTAwen s il Fewrs GsL_eler FIGIDTGLD. Heuy seners CoH9.F0Fvey D @)L _miFHefev
CrAl L yauNuTssmenyLd, o L Wpos Gopaysaanyb GUTKL L@SSToM, orb SO 2flus

LTS GTGTD GHED @ev_Puwig s et LSS SaISS et CLomGlsmeri_mi.

Ry Fauy Genr_ggell L _meib SBLGweL_wiTioey, Liewpsemard FALTIG@GL  CQUITBL®
Qevreib e  LIgHsmars Caly MBS YUTSH HVOWILOTRT HEIGULPED, TS LG
DSBS 2. FFHL_L_oaGD.  QUITBE@RSSTHCeuT | LspsHTsCeur e,  HOPF  FeLpssSlei
QdL_wrardens L OL_R&% 9eui Cop@amenr. . bl Liweskser, Geumib GHL_ev Lo (HLocVEV;
9ewau @5 OomyuldeT mibeiFFRSEsTs BlapsSLiul L ypLGUTTTGLLD. esule Gen_ujb Czmaflev
FQULY  epLewL_ujions Yauf HL_ps @aQeursy @)L _misend, Feosns Gumer SO auTTHEODS

DSSHGLD BIOGOLPHETTS 9eOLOBSET.

@ssmaw FwpewHn FagsGsHD Uenfluyh, Csi_eflev eui sriigw GpiewowGo (@)ermy
BTD  FE% QesHwnFmerd @ulled ThHIUSHDGHS SHTgewonGLd. Goeyb, SllpsHib oL Bfls)
QaalpT®salcy  Fangser GCs@b  Bevewemwl updls GOBw  Cung, “Qeelprl g eyerar
peTUfRGT  Uevengll  usBsesaumuioons  @Qeslimy)  alermelGerer;  ymmerd  eflewmeut
UL L QUFSH@RET, WITLPLILITETSHS  BeVSYTH il F . ewFeTFLIGTEITILITFHET HLog HWTOLPSILI
epeuir®  Quimettewp ey et e lermiser;  ery  umflevpsrSeyerer L GTmTLewT
O weTallsroneT eTaTLICIT, @)BBSISSIS PSQUPSSIL LSSsFTmauuid LoanlGosamey epeliirs
@t1Gn  odreng  eray  QOsfldlsgs  wT®PewsssTE NSO BES UDSS®S LB eTLpS

el 9oy, (wenflGoseney, 1956:14) erari@elBhg veufler Cas@seder Liwenplencvwimengy), mafer
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FITQV QYUITOTTFH@hSGS STayseamars HIl R @Qupss Ceoueanriyw i _mipunPewiyd psHenguyLb

Cun&s@ib @y Fwpbs LT _1oms @6 @ef ereimib efermiELb.
um_ib U Gpré&ey GnisSBlenev:

o.Ganam yeujsaflar LGy uefluiev 'Lm b LICETESR eTaTLg Qaumiid TGS FEaTE
FAuTILILg Sen; s FenshgGumer eLpev aulg udbensd LB GL_RH@GLD 6 HIeveOwomeT oymledluiecv

(LPGOMUWITE LD,

@h Hredler L Faug Ll LgGseerd Csaflss LIn@, eupern BHBHGs meusdhsl ceuGaury
eTpSensu b GFTeveneud B LTE QUGS Cw  eud (pHeTeniols Lewiwmss  OlsmesT .
“sbLgmomuentd  Fallg Faflev  germlev 2 erarar - GurewGar LINGsTeaTlev  QFuIweTHE@HLD, 2 eumHnleT
LITL_FIG@hLD demioais Hrewrisl flsmuinm.  aGsm e FaugamuwGwm, Fev sFegewCGur Q&mer®
uGliLeuisens@  2eCaueney TG TUNBBHS (HHGLD. DYETTCV, LIV FHaU)-FHeward OHTeir(®  euHm6T
Criewwwmereupenn gpHml, HVUTSaunen baHH @p uDenr Geellul@eud ereiriig <l Liewiwms
ol L 5" (sbugmwmwentd. 1959: Viii) @euppleadmig @@ srevevrs u@udsgn Gumg uvGaimy
Faug sefler gL Blenelum 19 er  YeoliplenewGuw  EAmps0OSTH  YDLUIIBIITSGD  GT6TLISEMT

UM &SI R GTDGIT.

FQUY Hafley  HTLIL@LD  GTpSGI  LDWSGEEIFSET, o6k  QUWIkS  @L_mFeT  oHLD
vy Qu@Elunerisermev  Crinss Lopsowers s@hs Qevssen alFsefley swerng GFLiib

QFwicuCGs weugs LG CrisHuleT WL wWTeTLDTGLD.

@0 rguiev oerer levpeow  wHGnrm  KrHuler gemeTQETENR  FBHBISN  6TeTH
QLY LILIGDL . GQUEDTIIGHDEOW U TSHFTVSHVID LEpmoey Fenr g sasmg.  um. Ceaumyum@Eenar
9y 7muyibGLing), BLOGS; ef\(BLILILD TG QFTHSHEGTLI L{&SSBITLDG, eLpGV AN wig
LwTURSH I BSSSmIgw 0%  QBEBSHLOTRT  Lpmib  SFSHIGwmer  QFmevewevCu LML LTS

Csip0sBSs .

@Qsoer, “ag@amers Csiqd OQFaim COFTEGSSS5, upepls UDLINGSSE 6Taid @S WD
FTihs BHpayser GOLCU@SeNs WGHwTs @)L bQupmeTerer. eunpedn erupHILOL_S&I, L THL_i
2.CanFm. euiser HHH5sh GHluibhsemerGu Gugereley LweTUBSDw6TaTTd. Q)FHHEFS GBuiBSH6T
@} CFTHSTTSD TUPSHISHeTIS D 2 6TaTel. @emal (f QLRSS @0 GSOuiR eTein (Q)evevrgy,
U6 GOuIRSET 6T FTERTLILIBGFGTDGT. @)evay BESTTOWT eTen/b GLiwF @).c0al. 6TeTmiD 2Bk
GTGIMILD BB GTGMILD &b eTaimid GPGSLIGUDDeTS. 6% FevliLGsmgd Fev, Fevll, AL
erals Loy erpsLIGupmeTs.”  LSHSHCCW @ QUi U &BFFE  GOuIDSeTTEL

s LIQubpmiens.”  (Fwibry 2023:Xii)  @QewsliGureCa, o .Carsr-alh@ PG5 wenddiF
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Failg seerujtb  ULGpTESMeT  Lewfludev, Hs@G Qwib  gpuULl L mey,  YSeer g Gw

wrEsiFeHsGs GsNalsée 'yfaysri Griamwemw’ eui @Gurgb wpig GFudLIL aldamav.

@G urLellar oy g GFTv GPESIS Gsefle) gpU@LD T dH Leflows
STLSULGSP W g Qurpieon, 2 sermaiu LTl g Fparmiey CQpplpoDsarsE @i 26
weron@wunss  DEpFng.  @QSsmsw  mivwrer  @UUCETSHw  (pevpularTCaCu,  FEis
QevsPwmiser Qem ereualss GLoLiLipllarls Oseleurear ods agealley BLSGS Hen_ggieTarer.
Qg Qbss Gvelwiomar jewi@Lpepulisr piLiwmard QFweunGL,  pafer LGLILTANLTHEh5E

@0 aflsm_ @ OpBlwurs @ermib CuTDDLILBS DS
um_Camium@semer Haewrtl LG EGSIS600 BEHaBeneVenLD:

o .Garem eujsefer LS wemfudev: ‘umL | Camin@®' ereTLs Fevsms GumeT epev
g ubwss CHHLD LISV IhsEGS FoL 55 OCauciGCaln YSTIHSeTTEGD. A LML gISHEGL
uevdF Gy L IgSser  FewL-s@GLCUTg, Deupmlev FTeTlLBD - QFTHHET  VeVH LY FerfleT
LOTHDBEFGT — Seud | SereldenFwimsg  heGHell_mosy, eupewp UGG  euenT LB SHILD

"By B’ @b SanrsGa GLopGlsmessL .

Qoéswou  pHyBovew  GPUYAL Cung, “yrrseromar SUPBIVSEHL 2 @ISELD
LIGBTGOL_aLg QLD @IS (5 H6V Geuesst(® GlLociriGs5 TGS G515 Lom56060T, T8 FHeMev
@owrsaipeops  amiigus, o drorapen TP, Gopsgh wenb GumeanGp  SiGTE
U965 GsparsvGevetr;  gBMSWTSHL < QuI@ger Garan®, Wrfselsy @ brsuTCn LS LILNSCH6r;
wrewrms e QFiPGever;  r@selln  RAevel_g& e OQumfiliugnmser  &ubs e pss TG
TpSLILIL 19 (Bigemiouderr, euaurCpn uPLiIGCserT (Fausfpsmwen 1969 : 7) eararLGOBHE  QR(H
u@liun@flwer sersGs Cs5fhs @edsear yflevads CFTar® cpev YFAwar QFmhsmensd DphsHs

(PUIGVSIL TG TTURV euf WG5S 2B Im’ BHL_er @)(BbSTH.

@sarmey, FaugsFeflev amewTiiLl L LenpwimeT LML _mFarTasd CoreTnlarmeyib, DeunHemiib
QA S@PIID um b gevevg 'ur Gus' ey GOUICGL uDey QFISTI.  @SaTTey
UTFHFH@HLD  Yuieumerise@pd ey LT eler  QeuwGamy  uflwrewmisaerd  FBGLILSDGSGL
QueumiLiever gpUBSDS CFTRSSTT eretevmd. GLog)ib LOMMILILIL L H6UL) He06Td FHeTL_PlbHL
Qeregiin,  @eTQarm  seuguiev @Ugub  odrens eTermy  STLg TGy @erd),  omhpGLogiid

QFwns s CriennssarenoGu, augd ADYFTT HDSBeT Lpevmuwimest GeuellILIm _m@Lb.

QYBILOL RLOGVGTLOY  HLodGF  Fif)  eteormy  Gasmedipyib LML $69%  (LpSGTewLols  LITL DTS
DSSTILD, HH UTL_mFeer a@&sHelll_mwe mreder @miuler eves g sGplriie
QL 1bQupF QFuisailsd 2 evsermal LTL_g Dmarmiiey CBBLpdDFEHsE ISHL_L & T@TeTLD.
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@@ OQFmevederr  rppSPerney  QuTBGar TP @PLD  eTETLIGME, L% HILLILDTG
Coumyuim’_ewL_ujib  euf SQUGTLOTSHS HWTERTL_TH. QbS&HW  BHeYBMGVEILDS  BHETELOWITCVS TG,
Fhs%  QesHwmser ecraalss sefipui el GaumyliyseErs@d 2 L UL Mo HpberT OgmemenLo
IpTsS g aley BLSEGS Hev_dgiemearar. cpev YAAwWBHGF QFuyd HCrmsiwms eraeis @en &
QEBFVFMOTULD SoUT SULLBFFHTHG SUTH UDLIL DSFen o FFom@gd. “Hen s B Faner
afleugid, fHevi_s5 a@semard OQFmew®) Srer YITUIGS (pewpFafer eferdsid, FbCsF5F DG
@oplilgGsamer Hmobsd QFuwiwmoey g Cu  yertel @ (ses.)  erepBujemarenis, GomGsmeir
aorm®uw Lm_vger CopCsmer aleThisTr LML V&6 LpPi GOLI®LS SMHSoees”  (Qrer® 2010:
23) eretruemeupMeT g LiienL_ulev CpraGLbCuUns), @GHTew QYUITOTIFEhSGd STaH6T eTeUaibs
Sl Qe eupims  Geuew®ib  eraitm LML BTV HYwdews  2.Cansm  eujser  erGm
BleweupTL Ly GoTrTi. 6Tes Gau, QbsdHW  YauTLIL@BGSID LUSTCL  Yauewgs  SUIPL LG e&eT

@uowienev ererls Gumbnd OCFUIGMS).
epeuim_1b 151" Q@1 gyevedwiomer GppLpenmEHer:

o.Garom yaugseflar LSl weludev ‘epevtium b LB QL@ ereTLg Penghg GLimer
R PRV QUL QUGS BET LILPGHLD  LDTMTLOGY HeTl_mlujib  &jevedlwiomeT - QB LpednwT@GLb.  Liev
FaUg Faflsy  STeTLLI@LD  Fevghs LT _msmer Uil ®, @evdsar aBsEHESGL, 2 ABDHESS
HTVEFHL_L_SG6T QVEGEW LoTLFH@ps5@GLd appBleneuldey, “SLlp dmmild BVGIVGEE 2 VR GULPHEGLD
Qiiyesy”  (Qevereneareumyessarmy  2014:12)  eretim QBTVSTUIILSSeT  T(HSSHIOTLILNGT
21 L1L16wL_u96v BETLOGEHET  QUTUPLD  SLIDPBVSGFGV eupmiGLd 2 wHWe aupSensuyd  GlFuwuyer
upSHeFHuD FBSDD Oarea®k 2sHCashu WsFsfliumar Qamevameansg CsibOsBLLFw e WGbhs

Feuerld OFeV| &G G,

QaspGs FreDTHFus Fpsmoent LDUISTOLTS, 'BToser @ebLsSHN QB Qb
@Fmeveiler 2 aiewio auigauth GBHITLOEY LIV FQULQ FHer YTmuihs), @QmiGuiley Lewpw 2 6T LoHMILD

BlHeT(RSHeNeT &IOS TET(R HFGFTVMeV LS OL_(HSHWSHS FnDGUTLD.

9Cs08umer, yppTeyTomit UL  FASEDBES  UTL_Vseer BT bCUNSISamL,
serafldmawunss QFTpsmart L&SsToe, '@Qael b Posig Gumyerg oer QeuefliiLeL wrss
@V ®, oehisep T uTDSE R0 (PLY-b& abs LlarearCr epevm _sams 2m% CFuIST].
oy safldy eTpdgI Beoypwns @mps 7, 'n' Caunur@somenys, 'ar, ‘e wsshismaTLLD
BSHSL LT 14 6T  HlpavsEG apud QFlub QFug, dapv yPAwi sBHw  QurmeaerGu

BleOeUBTL 19 aTh.  @)FeveT, “TET DFT LOWGSHLD, TSI GWFT LOWEELD , oo [OE TR CE A

CunGsmer Qg etar Ml (P wTd LwhGSe; UTL_Cushiserney Gl Blevev; PSS NS
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o Julb  2.@IHE  epevipld  Hew_sasng ST @ _msear;  CnGasmer  GTSDHFTHS
ST L L’ (eengy  eteiiny HPlwnsl Hausedss mplemy plevev;” (Fr@gmser 1985:6) (@Qdsenaw
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QsrvsTiu gl e & CFTREHSG OCHTVMLLTETD.... wTw® aupEGser . ereimy TP uNBHBS.
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aumanasuiev, elGamTrowsgib e i) oL ey T Yeaujser wmpluw eflenL_FeTTe) BSHE (LPGITL]
TTEHBES Lwmselln OGuibuTever pafer; pmsGeas @pmrenevs UFGCFTHSS 66T  LDETLD
2015510 QUDNG). Hvaus@ren_w CL@psal @evesvwimuier, oenflGsmeuuilsy aunbgleTar 5igsGeTsLD,
urgiiens, Hepulilgwd, 2 sl psedw QFTHHERGGHImL_ 2 erareurCn GLmmer G%TeTEnHHeV
erard@ s HfsTEw” (wewlGsemey 1956:16) sFeg seley yPBSBHS LGS S®end: Hevr_plu
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QSSHWI  YLPLOTGT  YoUGTLILIREGSID  LGTGL, LT _SHTev (LpH6Y BIVFN ULPEIF  aUbD
QeEmpLigGungmsener BT IHYIFH LepQueny GQFmeveurs” (Fmllprengwi 2014:274). erearGa,
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