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uruprFd Feefler s0ps Sidsamarsaficv Sllp Gomfuiweib @)oms
umey GeuaflliLim@Lb
Linguistic Features of Tamil and the Expression of Raga Bhava in
Papanasam Sivan's Tamil Kirtana-s

@unseeit Lwpsm, Cursern@flug, @essgiep, Fauml) alyerearss HLPFPwDH FHEOFFHET
USLD, PUPFGLI LVS®VESLPHLD, Qevmens. ORCID iD - 0009-0006-5809-7441
o p>S& ¥

Ragavan Brindha,Instructor in Music, Department of Music,Swamy Vipulananda Institute
of Aesthetic Studies,Eastern University, Sri Lanka ORCID iD - 0009-0006-5809-7441

Abstract

Among the music scholars who established the place of Tamil kirtana-s in the Carnatic
music tradition, Papanasam Sivan-is particularly notable. His compositions integrate the
literary qualities of the Tamil language with the raga frameworks of Carnatic music.
His kirtana-s are characterized by devotional content, ~a  simple linguistic style,
swarakshara alignment, and a textual (Sahitya) structure that harmonizes with raga
sanchara-s (Melodic phrases).Previous studies have focused on Papanasam Sivan's
contributions from the perspectives of devotional literature, the Tamil Isai (Tamil Music)
movement, and concert traditions. However, there are relatively few studies that
systematically analyse, from a musicological basis, the relationship between the phonetic
features of the Tamil language and the expression of raga bhava (The emotive essence
of a raga). This study undertakes a musicological and linguistic analysis of three
selected Tamil kirtana-s by Papanasam Sivan. It examines the phonetic structure of
vowels and consonants, the use of short (Kuril) and Ilong (Nedil) syllables, word
pronunciation, and how these align with raga sancharas. Additionally, the selection of
ragas, the application of gamaka-s (Ornamentations), the compatibility between sahitya
and raga, and emotional expression are also analysed. The findings indicate that the
phonetic characteristics of the Tamil language contribute to the expression of raga
sentiment in Carnatic music. And Papanasam Sivan's kirtana-s serve as exemplary
models for studying the relationship between language and music. This study underscores
the necessity of regarding Tamil kirtana-s not merely as devotional songs but also as

primary sources for musicological and linguistic research.

Keywords: Papanasam Sivan, Tamil kirtana-s, Raga bhava, Tamil Linguistics, Carnatic
Music

QYUIGF F(HSHSHLD

SOpTL_&  @Qevg wrlie  HUps  SGhissamarseflldr QL S 2 FLILBSHw
@enFlievauiseflsy LITUBTFD Peust GPILILI_Sbshsaud. Qaugs LT _vser HLOD GLomyfufesr
@QesFwLl LG Femer b, FTBTL_% @Q)evFuller (TTH LOLILIFEGTIILD  G(HEFeOewTS S
YDLLRGTDET. QUTSH SHTSSRTHET LSS FTibs 2 6rer._s&sib, ereflewowrer Guomfpenr,

WUTTHRETLI  QUITHSSLD LOHMILD  (QTTH  FEHFTTBIS@HL_6T QWD FTHSUI eWLOLIL|
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Gumetty LehTL|Semard QFHTETHGTOTET. (LPHEWSIW YUIeyFH6T LTLIFTFD Feueher LmiselienL
us%  Q@QesFuwin, Slflens  Quissd  wmmib  sFCFS)  wry  YFw  Camewmisefev
ewliLBSSujererer.  erefand, SO  Oomifuier  eudwcy  FmmIFEHSGLD  (@)TTHLITR
Qevellium’ 19 p& b @evi_ulevrer  OQFm_gevrs  QewFudiicy gLt _ulev  LIGLILIMILIGY
Qb yuiayFer GepaunsGel o ererer. @Qm@ UTUBTFD Feualler GCaibOs®BSHSLILIL 1L
epatmy  Hlps  Fissevansemer  @Qevsuiwev wpmiub  Gomifuduey  pevpuiey  LIGLILITIIGY
QFFDF. GPLuTs, 2 uli QuuiCuipsgaseaier ealuiey e, GMlev whHmib 6Bl 6v
erupdgiFafer LweTm®, OFmhseafler o Fflly wHpID e @Q)ITEH  FEHFTIhISHEHL_GHT
Qemenruyib @flgd YyPwer YomuliiGFerner. Goeib, Qurss Gsiay, SHL LIWGTLTH),
FIRSW @QUTE  @omievio  wpmib  2.ewids  Qauefllum®  YySwerayd  LIGLILITIIGY
QFiwliLu@@etner.  Qper  (wpyayFer, Hp  Guomifuler  @eludwicy  LIGSTLSET  SHTBTL_&
Qensuilev @Quras o ewrgaler Geuelllium’ 19 D@L UmSeNGFeTneT eTTLMSS: ST (HSHETDG.
Guogyitb, LmupTFd Feualer Fissemarser Qmiflé@d QewssGLd @ent_ulevrer GHTL_FevL
iy QFuagsHETerT T Aserns lermiGHeTnatr. SLOPS SibSOTHET LIS LITL_GUHETTS
i Giery), @evsuiwev wpmib  Qomfudiied  uIeFHE@HHFTERT (LPSGTEOLD  YBTIHEIFETTHS
FBBLILL_ Cauetriy wSHeT RGeS @)AIaTLIcy FL_1§ SHTL (HHNS).

SpayFOFTpSeT: UTUBTFD Feuer, Hpsh SisSsarser, @QumsLmaid, S0P Gomyuiuwey,

SOBTL_5 Q)enF

Plpsid

ST & @QevF Osereflb@wil LT B wIiler PSHWLDTET Hemev 6l aukIFHeTev
RGTDIGLD. @QUbLogiiley @)Tm&Hid, STeTid LOHMILD FTRGHWLD HYPW FmmiFeT @eTCnToIL_meTn)
Qementhg QevF Qauellim’ e o (BUTSGHRGBTDT. FGSHMT QUYQID FHBHTL_& QenFules
®LOW  YYBISHLOTHS HBSLILGRDSG. 18 opmib 19tb BIHDIST(RGeNV SUITHTTE  FeUTLOFET,
st Saglsr whmid Fuwmor  Faew@Hser YHCuwiri QP CFek@ LoHMILD
FLOWHBS  Fisswanser  SHIBTL_& QewF - Cew_seafley  (pSeTedowITRT (PSS LI
Qupmpser (Sambamoorthy, 1998). @ser &myewions, SUp Gumfuisy Quibppriui L
Gigsenargser UL I etalley Geomhs HaralGauGuw sFCsflsafler Lm LG LDDET.

@F&Lpadey, Sl OGumuisr  QeFsFmever  FipTL% Qs Goent_Feflev
erafleweiLBSS i  @QevFliLjeeiselsy  LTUBTFD  Fauewr  @peud.  HLllp  Gomfulev
BIDMISsassTear  Gissamearsamar Qupnilu  Qaud, SllflenF  eueriERSGL  LkiselliL S
QFigsTy. @Qaugs UM _evsefer FpLuserTs LSS o eTar_SaHb, QeSS Fuwib, eTefw

Qumflserr . wphpib @orsumea GeuelliLm®k S uweT ewL _wreard &TenTl LB S eTneT.

uTUpETFLD Faucller Fisseensefer e ewwowls Lewrly, Hup Oomifuier eaduiuiev
YYLolIsGGLd Qevg Geuelllim’ HSGw @ent_ulevrer @evwumgd. s Gomifuler @plsv,
QB e eTpSSHIFET, DS @edweroliLFer whmibd 2.ulg, GuiGwLpssFefeT LieTLSer
R WT @IS FEHFTITRIF@HL_GT @Q)ewewTigl @QevF @L L S LUTHSRGTDar. ST eum e,
‘srumed,  'spusmbliGs  Gumety  Gidswarsafly FTRSWSPHGL  @QUITESDDHEGLD
@en_ulevrer Gsm_gi) Ggelainss FHTewrliL®S nS.
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Qs <uiaier GCrTSHLPLD 6TVMH@HLD: Q)bH QYuIay, LITUBTFLD Feuefler eLpeirmy
Cainb0sBssLiu_ 1L $0ps% Sissemarsear L (R wlii®S$S, aumper Gomyuiuicv
wHmib @enFuiicy e FHemerts L@GLumiey OFuSng. @Qags Ln LT _vser yovag LI
sUflensls Lm_cvF@nL_errer QULTE Qs yuieller eTeveneus@ o1 L1 gevev. GLogyiLb,
Qaevs  2emalley  evevs THsIFafleT o ewiges  UPey  GumeTn  YLOFEIGET  (@)EE
QY ImuLILIL_efevenev.
u@Liumieys s 1_ewliy: Sl Gomyfuiweyd @ens Geueflliim@Lb

s0p Ouomfudesr 2 udQTupss Sewioli whmib HeT @aluduwicy LiehTL|%H6T (enF
Qaallium’ 1y D& 2 &6BHT5E5  FBSLULUBGRGTDeT.  GOILILTS, — GDlev  woHmib  GbLg v
@aF@nsFHew_Cuuumer Geunum®ib, 2udf wphmib OCuwiGuiipssiseisr @ementayb ()Tms
FEHFTTHRFNN QOF L L SHSb GULY UGHLLGFHGTDET.

umUpTFD Feuafleir LML _cvgefled Haewri@L  QFTHOLUTBRESLD QevF 2 dFfllnG
THDSTE YdHNG. ST eum anm, sTured, 'spusriviIGs . Cumsrp LM _vseld GELg 6V
2 WG Tupgaiser (F1, eum  wm) Qurs &fleuTsssSnG QL welsFeTnar. @BeT eLpevLD,
HL&miGeleT LweTUTL 19 nGs Coemanumear @eduiucy @i _Gaiafl 2. (pamHng).

s0p Qomfulesr  gelufwew LT S@psGLD Qe Oauafiium’ i1y 61 FehFTISSDESLD
Qev_uievrer @ewemiay QITHITAUSSHGT Rh YBFSLOAGE OFWOLGFIDS. Q)5HHs5E, GLoTL
pmitb  @ewsF YFui @b PIMSCFHTCTY FTFHS LOLIYFATTS  (3)1i1kISFeTDET
GTGTLIGDS S HDISH MG/

UGLIUITIGY (LpewD

@QBS NUINESTH UTUBTFD Reaafer ~Gigsewar wrme” (1939) wpsd #5550 BhES
eLpeirmy Gidsenatser Gahnh0SHSHLILIL_L_GoT:

1. 'sm eur e spsT i (Qunsib: eugmef, smerd: H)

2. 'smuned (Qursib: Gomeerid, smarb: 24%)

3. 'spusmbliGs (@Qunsb: evapd), Smerib: eHLIGLD)

RaOeuTH  Sissemerub  eteupd el _wmger  oyg e _ule  LGLILITLIGY

QEFunutii’ 1 g):

o oaluflwer yewioliy: 2uild, OuiCwepsgiFefler UL Fer wHmid GHlev, GIFLY 6L
LIt ().

o Qs el CsibOSBGHLILIL L @)TTHSDGT LIGSTILISH6T, HLOSHLI LIWLGTLTH.

o FRSw- Qs gomiew: OCFTHEHeNeT @EWELILFGHID (@)TTE FEHFTTHIFHEHHEGLD
@e_ullevrer OBy

o FmEH Yeoli: FuEHHeNeT QUL B LGLUTLIGY.
LIGLILITIIGY (LpLY-@FH6T

' . '
1. ‘&1 aum T HHST QT
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UGLILITLI6YS dnm) aflerdaLb
@uorsib ugTen)
SITGTLD 245

@6y LIGHTLFH6T

@ursLl LG S6iT

FIRSW- QITH PHMIGHLD

't erettn OBy GelluieT Q&L FERwineT LWGTLITE
‘g7, ‘o, 'wpwesr OGuman Snis
2 W9QTTOFeT NPs Yaralley LIWGTLIBSSLILIL (DETETT.

STTLILIG R NS

auger] @ omsib FIGhS LITOUSDS

QauafliLBSib QursHoms YBwLILBS NS

& (HEWGET

‘wr' aarp  Qpyey @aluidr QeTL_Fdd), @ussGer
HHEOGTL LIGHTLL 65T @)ewiwmiPma). SO o FFflier
DwiHs ugmefl @) ITSHSF e
FEHFITTBIF@HSHS (@)L _LDefSF I

@@SuIGwLOLIL |,

&HLDSH

Vol:8 Issue :31 July 2026

Qv TR SGHGHTL_ B (Feuerr, 1939, L. 242):
1. | s sPsd) s LwsHov | aw Bovd) s Aew | | ovr, &5 Aeov Az s evf
I
ST QUT GUT Hlb ST GUT QUIT GTeOGT | $HT aurT. Gou . GUT | GUIT . LILPBILOGHGWGDWL/LAT ||

2. “ “ &) swUT LTUS
LIT , g , j’m | 13 (13 ||
H[b ST
Qum eTeGT | % « I
FeUGTILILY:

paeVTaIg FaFsPuL_er @LLIBmsulev, Q)reRT_meus FrsHuileT Ljaummis LUTESF 4H%

2JerallevTa  HL&HL  LIWGTUTER  STLILGRDSG. @)% FTRSWSDET LTSS 6T  QITHF

Fmwederr Q&m_fevr HDHHEFnG.

2. 'smumed

UGLILITLIGYS Fam) aferd LD
@uorsib GLorgestid
SITGTLD N
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e uwiev LiGHTLFHeT

@ursLl LG S6iT

FTHSW-(3) TS QPHMIGHLD
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'srumed ereiry QFmevalsy Qg ey @edsear (Hm wum, &)

LTRSS LILIL_(HGTaTET.

Gmrger  Qursib

FEHFTTBIFEATULD OFTCUTL_F).

L9 g&mFLOTesT

FMIGHGVUJLD

eTaflw

Onyev gadsear Gurser @urss@er  LTSHTFLOTET

F@HFITIIMISH@HL_GIT

LIIGTLIT®  HTewTLiLi(HH ).

Qv TG HIGHTL_ B (Feuet, 1939, L. 307):

Qe wiLmIFeTDET.

VGUT MY TLI

1. | &7 ; sum &F , ovr ; U g e MG S U & | $& SU LSS il
&
ST U a9 . &((heHGHT 8] WeyQuir | wspS . w Qerrm ||
)
3. | awflsugev , ; ,our , &Ff , | & fl e Aovs 1 & | ug HevewssLuss slevd ||
VI ;
FT . o vv UIT | SHenewT plevey Gl Y] . B Lo 8 w
V) Qe . (5 ||
FaUeTILILY:
ST FrsF UL WUTTRHT eWLoLIL] FHAGRTLILIRSDS. eLpeTprd FusFulev, GpLg 6V
WTBIFERSGH OB  QFTDH@HLL, — GPV  WAUTEIFHEREGS — GOlev  OFTHHE@HLD
QurrssLILL (Reterer. GFThaefler OCLITHEHESGLD WEISE  HeOLOLILSGLD  (@)ent_uflevmer
Qsm_gy Oseflaur&mns).
3. 'spusmbliGs'
UGLILITLIGYS Fam) aflerdaLb
@b L9evamf
SITATLD eHLISLD
RN LIGTTL ST 'spusmolIGs, ‘s _sgsa, 'srssmer, smewrrsd)

@ursL LG SeiT

Gumettn Gempsefler Quicoimer o FFALIL LT Fer

FTGOOTLILI(H) B GOTDGOT.

L9evamf

@orsLb

L&G)

FTHHS 2 I FFF

QeuelliLTL 19 D& 2 FBSSTEH HBWLILIRS DS
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FISSW- QITH PHMIGHLD L9evamf QeSS et QOGO LOWITGOT
ALY ININ(C) SLOLPF QFrhHefer
LIGHRTL|H@HL_GT (R miF ).
Qv TG HIGHTL_ B (Feuetr, 1939, L. 229):
& Al &7 ur 1 ; & || il ev ewr ; 5, U ST ||
sH 1 &mb 19 . || Gs . . FOL_G
I
55 &M owpsruusrl| | s ewevdsuur  susw ||
60T LIT ST &P . (6T
7%0Fmad || s (e /||
sl T ur T ;& f || Ao evr U s ||
sl ep 1 smb 9 . | Gz FOL_5;
I
88 & Novpasruugt|| N NEs o ur s u
s w ||
60T o ST &S & . (BT
17%0smars || et . ||
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2 gay@lepar. OpYe eTIpHHFHIT A4FF aralley o eTer LT _seflev (6.4,
QurasFer sws QauellliLn®k 4Hs QL Szl CUIIFDS.

@SETSSMNT  VUTTHRET WL 6T  YTIDLIGEMS).  eLpeTpId  FasPulev, o SHHITmI%H
U@ 'srssmer QFTHODTL G STr s NapLSSe LSSLILIL HeTeTd. @&

waetmr@RL wCearTrleevuliler @ OeuaflliLim _n%s% FHHSLILIL_GUTLD.

Cuopsenr . L@GLUmiele Lpgeyser LIGTaUIBLD dnmIFHenerd FL 19 GSHTL_(HETDe:

a0 Hmpi: SO Gumifuisr Ghlev whmib Gy e KTCursikiser @urs alflanssssnHE

'srumed')
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Quer_mb  gmy:  sfler  QuuiCuepsgisefier  KgCursmser  (@Qorsmiseler &%
Qavefllium’_ v QuievunsGRenar. SO oS REOWELOLIL]  FLOHBISEHSSHD
Caewauwimesr sTHCDTL L _Se0% e9ILLFSHH D).

ePGTDTLD  Fnmy: UIMLBAFD Feuet, Gomifuierr erafli penL_ewwils LIWETLIHSSIAISET  eLpeVLD
@Qursunes Geuelllium e Cruigwrsd OFigererTs. @augs LML _EHeflley FTHSWSP 6T
QurmersG @omss CasiaysG Qe _ulevmer Csm_gy Gseflaursds srerliLBF D).

BAGTHTLD Fnmy: RAIOUTH SHidbFSaTujd @F GO L o ewriemas enwinrTsHd 6% Tet(h
QL Reaterg. 24bs 2ewieas Oaelliu®ssn Qurstw GCsib0s®RSsLILL (HETend).
@& FTHSW-@Q)TTH POHOILUNGT QRF LGTLITSS HHSLILGF DS

Py

urupTFD Peuehler SOpsSETsSamenser sp Gomfluduieys@Gib SIBTL_& @)ensudler
QuresuTagEDGL Qe _wlevTer  Qam_filear  yuiey OFSHETT TS FFHer
upBIGHaTner.  @eugd  Um_wseflev. Sy Gomifluder  geduliwey  Yewioli  QevF
Qeuelim’ 1y 6t QFWHUTL-BG FapTsF QFWVLIRF NS

Quu@Lumieiler  wpLyayser, UTLBAFD Hauesller Sissearser O GomySulesr
QenFs5% pevest QeI &a10uCHm®), @ursLTISSL LTS&@LD @omSudwicy
QYLbFBIFaTuD  QFTI(BETTRT  GTTLIMSS  FHTL_(HFeTnar. eTerlal, @IS LITL_GUFHET

sUfensF wHmid SHBTL_% QevFulwaded Yuieysd STOTHS: FHHSLILBSHE euFwiLb.

CuaGrrs@ Yuaysensstar UAGSI®IST: QbS Yuiay P SHisHSaTHEDGT
i Hb  ewliu@GSSUIGLILSTY, UTUBTFD Peucfler Lp  Sissemearseieyn (30Cs
e seer uiay GFwieus euFluwion@tb. Gy, p suiflenss Lim_eordflwgsefer
(er.&m., CHTLUTVS (HayewT LTTSWTH, LOGHDLOGHGIULILY FH6IT) LITL VHE@HL_6T GLILIE OFuwieuBer
epeuLd Qb (Lplg-eysafier Oungsserenoedwsd Car@sseunin. slifler Lp CuImapSHGH6T
2YVeVS QeGP e aumFeT @QevF OeuellLm e eTeIITn LTS SF DT  6TGTLISILD

THIHTV YuieydhGHFlw SeneLILITEGLD.
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