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pHplemenTuiev QUITHTTSTT Blewev

Economic Conditions in Natrinai

&. Oaageowrm, wpupCry wpevaraf L L QuieuTeard, SOPSHED, TFH Hevd FHevayT,
2 PLoemevl1GLIL 6oL
O@pplwmery  : woeraly  &.evsgmune, 2.sILCUITH g,  (LpSHIFemev & SLOLp

o wgmiegaiemn, SOPSFED, HTF FevsseayTS, 2 (GweeliGul i - 642 126.

T.Kowsalya, Research scholar of tamil department, Government Arts college,
Udumalpet-642 126.
Research Supervisor : Dr.J. Sairabanu , Assistant professor, PG & Research Department
of Tamil, Government Arts college, Udumalpet-642 126.
Abstract

Natrinai, Natrinai, one of the Eight Anthologies (Ettuthokai) of Sangam literature,
offers profound insights into the inner (akam) life and cultural practices of the ancient
Tamils. The poems of Natrinai reveal that the early Tamil people sustained their
livelihood through diverse economic activities adapted to their ecological environments.
Agriculture, trade, animal husbandry, fishing, and other occupational practices
constituted the principal means of meeting their material needs and ensuring economic
stability. These productive activities not only strengthened the economic foundation of
society but also contributed significantly to its social and cultural development. Against
this background, the present study aims to examine the economic conditions of the
ancient Tamils as reflected in the Natrinai poems, with particular emphasis on their
occupations, production, exchange, and patterns of livelihood.
Keywords: Economy -Scholarly Perspectives-Ecological Land Divisions —— Hunting -
Foxtail Millet Cultivation- Animal Husbandry -Agriculture -Fishing-Salt Production —
Production — Storage -Barter System Trade.
QYUISF F(HSHSHLD

FBINSHN QeTnTs: elarhigd BHPlenent Lhsefler YsauTpema GaeflliLBsSS

BH&mS eTarevrid. LaTel g SLOpTsHeT Hib eumTpaiiueney Bplenev BmISHs GFmerer LievGaimy
Qamfevsenar ConGsTam(herarary. Heujsefer GCosmeusemarts Liss OFuiub g lien
aflperpserts  Geuarmessienio, eUewflasid, HTeVBL_  euaTiLiL), Wer L9 5He0 CUTeTDEDGY
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e Fer. @F0sTflevaeT  QUIBTTSTT — (LPHTCHTHDSIDGLD — Felps  UOTTFFIHGLD
Y SHATLOTS NG (HSaT. eTarGau poHMlenewris LML _cvsafler aulfl Lewen_wg HolLpiler
Qummernsrr Blevewenw HuianGs @ss. (Henguier CrrEsHLomTs e GTDS.
Speys OFmpser: QummerTasTId —  APehiser FHag — Bevlildflayser -Gauent g
Qsmher — Howar dlwsssw T STUBDL aETISSM - 2 oS Gsmde T LTy g6
— oy deveralssey T e pus®d T CFlly T LGSTL_LomHm - euTesilaLD
(LpETE)IGOT

T (hS50BTms BIvFaflev geTmrer pHBlevent Fipsmuw euTpeiiieney LITHLIILISTS
DIDLDBSIETaNS). PeeF T uTpaley Lo&GHERsS@ HSFwTauFwinTer CHemaUsE@haT GQTDISLI
Qunrmernsagd  @QhpgeTars.  OBTL_&%  FTHFev oewiays  Cowaiemw  Baiss
QFiusnHTHL GuTmer Gl FHUL® eubs wheer Llerery sriseer euTpeiene
QUGTLPGOL_WIHTH LDTHIUSDHTHL Qummer CpL_e0ev mHLIL_evmulerd. erarCGou E25b%emesniaeatev
Qummpernsmy  Gobum®)  eIBIBIGTLD WLOBB(BSHHMSG  CTTLISEGT YUISTH (3HHL_(HenT

2OLOGGTD ).

@uUm@eTTSTLD:~

QUITIBGTTSTILD GTGTLISDHTGT UeDTWIGDLITS GMLILNBLCLTS),

“Qummertamyy  , OQum@eflwey, Qum@mer MBIV, ISS FTOVHILD  eTGHIY
SpamsuawTd Yudwsdew Economics ererp ymPewvs Gemew Eco ererp &HCpds
Qg FQFTRNBES LInEag. @Bd H0Crss Gaps QFmaveses @@L BliwrsHouse
hold managements) ererny Qumrger."  (B@asrenaufier Qurmeiue Phsevarser .11.10)
erery YFuiv  GRLLSDS BT QFviamsCu Gurmpelud e QFTYL GPS5%5
UBSSDT AP (P FDG).
Qur@erTsTId GPSS JAPEsiseler FHog!:

werflg umpalwelev LpsPwinmer @aTprsls Qurmper alerm@uipbhssemer,

“Qummer wefigealear gL g Gsmawrg @& uwGamy ey amsafiey
STILILRSNG. @ LSS QFvaidsamsls upplujd LWYILGHLD PHSWLDTET LocsHiGenaurL
upPuys QUG Smp@ns.”* (QurGemsTy Phsevar aFeTpy.L.1)

eretry QUTBeTTSTID GUdSS YOLITL OTFaue) HHHS L. UT. GBFTL UDay QFUIHDI].

Qungit CuUTBeTTSTILD 6Teih HTEd6,
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“o2 amra), oL, oepai_tb, eA@uUTmEr, &mo @erud wHmId LIy Loafs
ABLILmGET eTeuaumry BlevnBaupoLiL@HGTDET eTeTLINSLI LDBLLD, D@ GTCUMTE) BITL L 6T
Qumg eumperal THDIFTDET 6TeLING  LDBlujb, uTm LomDpLoewL_ujid  GLITg)
ampailerntey weafigarg GCsamais@nd alBLLIRISEHLD eTaQTN LOTYISEET IjenL_GeTmesr
eTeTLIMSL LipPwb s:mialg GQum@gertsmyd” ( QUITHILIGUT@eTTgSmTyLb. L1.1-2).
etaTm)  Wlehd  OuUTpeTTSTIS™S Lafls QumPwey o1  OSTL_FLu®RSS Q)(HLILIST
S DRI ET

Qumrmernsagib LD sFaeevs Gs Gs. Letenar @GHLLIBL QLTS
“U§  eTeTLIGI LOGNSEE DY LILGHL_WITET IJL_&& (PUYWITS 2 IFFFWTGLD.
uSwmppls GEmerepd Qu  pwHFuley @ ail_ng o ey OETeRTg (FSGLD Loafis

wupPowu  dars®s  ampails  QurmernsTrwTEG

(5005  augeTEILD  LOGSHET
LehrLIm(Lb. 11.10)

ereorny LFuieT =g Lienr_ulev QLIT(BTTSITILD DGOLOHLFIGTATHEGT  T(HSHEHIGHTHH DITI.

Bl leyser:

ST FepsSHF  LohsefeT aTpSmS GVEHF, (LPeVeway, Lo(hBLD, GVBUIHE, LITEHGV
aTar Qaiens B FIIES HADLEIGES. RAICNTH HUSDDGS SGhS CFTfldsmaerd
QF15 auisefle aumpsssds Coeaiumear GLTHL searls GLnmis G% e _eri. eTarGoy
L&FHEH%HGH GLITBafluey Fhmmniseflev BleviD YSFUITUGFWILDTET QReTDTSH NGTHRISI(BSSEN 2 GOoTT
QIRZIET
@VEsF Blevls QUITEBGTTSTILD:

G@MEHTF) GTGTLIG LOGHGVWLD LDGWE FTHHS BIGULDTGLD. (@)BIE& GUTLPSG Tl Ul LDSHSHET
G@DaGT, GDSFPwI T L aTd. @auiseT Lwevevsefsy alenerhs Devewr, Leauar G)b6v,
Fpim@,  Gser  wpsedw QUi sewer  alpuener  QFuig OQUIBaTTSTIS — SeTaienmay
2 L_WGUTEHATTSHS DEHLPHSHIGTATETL.
Cai'en_g OGsmiflev:

YHuiev welBiser FTHSeMNL 2 6rer alevm@Gsamer Gaul ewi_wimgd Smskemer
2 awrays Gopemeuenws plevpey OFUIH/6TaTesT.

“Qar@aln smeareuer CsmL_@RLom QFTEVEFLI

usgGam Qg LSy Gunav™® (5p.Lm.75)

eTaid um_evrerg Geul Reuf G&migwelevenevls LweTLURSS UaTHemw afipsHS HhiFefer

2 ewreydh Gopeweuevws plevmey OFuigereareTy ererLigenet OeuallliLi(BSHIFna].
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LRI B QFT6OTL_ HHaIH6V,

“Quise UL QUBEPAT MBSV’ (Bp.LT.26)
GTGTED BHYIGTEOERTL] LITL 6V 6T(RSHEIHTSEH NS
Sevar alenssHev:

@ pPassai smseaT wTpsmIgL BRSHoar aendEsSTS  LTDDIAISHES
LeneVFFTIV 2 6iter CHTL L _m%Hefley LIV euenFHwmest Sreiwmisener alendshal 2 HLSF WL
Oumss QuThaTTSTISwE CLobLI(BSD) 2 GTaTesTT GTGILIGEHGT,

“gnGULD GTGUGVITLD L{GULDL|S, [BT@HLD

Lowhn SbLo@)d waw@sty Qeapmil ear’”’ (Bi.Lm.30)
GTM  LoGOGUWETTH S LT 606V  GMlehF)  Blev | wsHeflet  QUITBATTSTT — GUOTEILLSS
o mGIeRTILTS  QBES Sevewr alensssemavs  GUILIABRS DT DeOGRTLILIGTLD  &HTHBET6V
waafifler Lk@ OGURLLITETELWTS QbhleTersener 4Bl (PY-FnS. Fkis FTew Loskefd
upeneuker  wHmib  elevmGsal_LBhg Lulismert: LTHHTSS - Ceuertent 2 HLISS
UGTIFFSHG auLflauens  O\FIISGTaTSMa,

“Qamy 48 sTHGLD BESHW® LbBear® (5h.im.7:1)

GTTED LMLV 2 ewridhg@ns Coeyib Qumpertsmy o puSFuiev Logeffler LniFeverru/Lb
AW PYFG. LHer@ LHDID WIS ShSESF®ETL LIDLGHEEHSSG TODILS CFUIG MBS
F LD eTRTLIGMETLD PPy B DS

pevene Blevls GIIMGeTTSTILD:

(LPVEOGV  GTGTLIHI  FT(®R  FTHhS  BOLILITULTGLD. @)h@&  UTLPSFnly W LDSHET
FTVBL_FHaT GUaTTLILIZeTeL Y, HuFFwd, Gasmaievd eredim ewLpSHLILIL L _aoT].
LIGRTEOL_W FeLpSSFev QUITBGTTSTT GUGTEHLOGHW SILOTGHGGHLD (PSP HTTeNFHGHGT GQGTDTS
FTVBML_  UTISSH Q) phgleTens. Gogyb yetm  FHrevpedl g6  GL(HEH0)FVLDTS
FOHSLILIL_L_F). Yeviser B LomRFmer Gouighsew GSmyfladley mBLL_Tuierd. LT FndhHev
whmib  umevL®  Qurpl_sermer Guomd, suld, OeuawGenTy (psHevmeTaunennd SwTHgaL
LIGSSTL_LDTHMHLD QFuIBH6v UTUIGUTET WG/ QFWELLIT(HFHEETILD OLiesst 6T
CLop Q& mreveriy (BhHeard. e1arGeu HTUBEL_SHe6T (LPVSRTLOTSE O\FHTeuT(R) GIIGHTHGT FeLpSHshend (LD
GBbuUSdSWYLD CLB®SHS  CFTaBeTaTsemar 2 TP Fnsl. Farn OCFHHHHeiev

QevL_weT gpaueT Lmeelleney Fnpf) elHm euhs/eTeTSemeT,
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“QEpal Gamev Fevlien YFOGTTH FBHHS)
Ul ypdg @ umd Qprer @eni_wer? (p.Lim.142)
T1@HD (Lpevenevrs Lim_efer euyl mMlalieyF .
2 payg Ggmyev:

LpVeme Bl  LoG&HGT U@, O&Fmer, o @phd, Feoer (psevrerls Luliseer
alewaraiggyerarary. Guogyib o peys CHmifler yflbsaiserTseanb aleTnFuererari. Blevdhams
TRGIFMans  O&Ter(® Lelpedn o (pg  USTURSFHW LIng aurHoer &lasss 2 HLSHS
QFUISH| UHBHIGTETS DG,

“ dlewswy Qamerp wpeswev Lyl
aeupen Moidu Flewe aug@er’ " (Bo.m.121)

eTT@m  (Lpevewevls LimL_e0eT aulf) ey Fmgy.  eflewswd, (LpedSwe eTenib OFTHHET
uwierrny  aupauser  auflwms - GuuiFsew  Osmyfevey  CupOsmenT . (Lpevemey  Blevssad
2 LpauiserTHeyd elaTBRISUNBSSV 2 T LPLY-FmF).

“@Qmtd Ll LGuss wulis smi o wps@er “ (Bi.um.89:5)

GTEYID LML GV  (LpaUemev  BlevSsTi 2 @pp@lever 2 pLSS OFussmer GDILILBSNS.
Caul e _wmBs6ev, 2.1pay, HTUHL - QUGTTSHSE (LPSHEVTTUNMET eLPGULD (LPGVeH6V Blevd S TileT
Qurmpernsmr Blenvevenws oplweluie)Hmns).

@& Blevs GWIMEBeTTSTILD:

BB eTeTlg auwiev  Gleueflder  BledmBS  FOLDTET  BEULILITLILITELD. OLIC]
QUTLPSH I I LDSHSFGET 2 LPaIGHT, 2 pSPWT T I’ | aTh. LO(BSBIOILDTETS BT @UeTD Blewmbsb
UGS ereTUSaTTL QmG 2.pays CBThCen wpsFws Osmyfevrs eflermPwig). GBev, H(HLOL

wpHevrer Ludiser aflevearalssLiLi L ).

2 payg Gsmylev:
Blevgens 2 (LpaUBSD@ LOTHIFEGTULD 6T(REHISEGTILD LIWGTLGSHSTT. LIGVLIeOD 2 (LpSI
LTRSS L FgwTeT Blus@e allevssamar pL_e OFUigeTereri. Q)semar,
“ agC8sm® QFern UL 1y LHLIGY
18Cerm® Quwgth wrewry oery “*? (B, Lim. 210)
GTGIT) BHMIGHGRTLI LITL_6UTed Lo(hd Bev afleudmud Glsalt LusiRerng.  Goeyd LoderflF
pLay QFUISEDG FmwTs: SHL_sl QUL 1§ FHeafley auwevFHaflsy 2 6rer LSeTsemarts LI GaIF

QFeirmyerersenarub FTL_FLILRGHPNS bHDeHHT.
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Gaulliy:

wHSSPV  GHwrer  Gpev  aflenerdFer  THLBUDGTTV  LOSFHaTGT  BIFHTeSHG
afssiii’ 1L g Curs eehFwerer Oppasameard Sraludh m@EFET HYeowss CFiss
GNGUSBIGTATGT GTGTLISENGT |,

“Qumy GBpH LD gl @ ergeon 2 paul”'> (5p.Lim.60:2)

erairy  FHTaECevumflwmg &b uTL_edev  Gpeveney  Freflwd  gm@BEFefley Crllga  aidhB
QFuiPerwrs uFey CFUiHeTarTTL.
STHEML_ QUATTSH6V:

2B A®),  I(heLD  (LPSHGUTST  HTUBL_FeT  GUATHLILIGGT  eumulevTs
QummpermsrgsBev  GobLl I _euiserTd (ks  BlSsad  GSLphaeTaTRTd.  GT(HEMLD
iSO BESE LTV  SphGI  alpHDey, yaflenT  alHmev  eLpeULLTEHS  SHhIFeeT
QUTBTTSTTSESIUILD GUTEMBHMBUILD UTT S5 OHmewi(h  FAwhs leTrFeTd 6TaTeUTLD.

QBWSv Blevs OUITWRGTTSTILD:
QBUISHEY TGTLISH HL_GVILD HL_6V FTHhS BV LIGSHWTGLD.  @bBlevssal LITSHaUT
Bleopwd, mIeeTFFIT, o oewTd,  aUeweVehd erermy @M L (Rerererd.  L5eTLIG $BH6v
Qsmfs Qaufsefler QUIGTTSTISHIDG (LpSHTLLLTS ADLESCSTH 2 amiays Csmaemu
Lis$% Q&g OFmerereayd LT (B GUBRSIGTOTS. .
it L91g SFH6v
ugsIi FHLgIsGF OFerm @mre, FDT (LpSeTer LieTsemerts LG s5s ubsl
HL_Daenguilev alpuevar OFuig aupseri. eehFw ersemar 2 00 B  HTweneas s
FOHAUTH Y55 Ismar WemBL lpueer GFwuwh b LSHeaT LTSauT qDbSBhHSETH.
ugseul LIVeUenHWTerr LSeTdGerm® S Liewerujd L9 &5 aibsEHemer,
“@uilevCiop Qameion®), Sewgdagd BHS
ameraimiid spQar® awbear Qseng”'* (5p.Lm.111:6-7)
ST pHYIEVERILI LIML_6V LLILBSSIP DS
2.1 alewaralssev:
21  oleweraildsd  Fnl§ WRUTHEOGT 2 LOGRTH — GTGHTLI. Quugser HL_6v  HewgL
LTSS EaTTEsGE  HL1g o Lifenesr afleweradinig.  afleweralds o Lilenest  LoTL (B 6u6sTLY Ferfley
agppFoFemy L9p UGHFeflev euTeniisd CFUIH 6ubS(BLILIGGT,
“Qsram@ QFwaifGaTw — Gsmfll ~ o ewig
Oaewrgev o Lifer Gsmerenar FmHm
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senr fleog erjs@gdy Os@® GBhF Fe_ib “° (p.m.5:7-10)

eraar@p umL v GPLUIBRPns. 2 0l9n@ aleevwns Grevenevls QUDBBLILIGET 6uTueVTS
QTP HTSFHV OpevevTers 2 LlDEG BSITTaTSTS eTRIG W GTOTH 6TEGUTLD.  DMIeMe
(gyomll), i@ (auewer), (pdgl, wWTeeT Fhsd (LpHedw GuTEHL &epd alpuener GFwwliL
UBDBLILSGT eLpulomd  GBUISEY  BlevsFer OUTwmeTTHTT eueridFFeow yfiha  OFmerer
PYFDS -
eureRflLILb:

ueewL_wg  SUOpIFer o errml B, OeuefllpT ® eureniumiseflev FmbHSHbSTT.
Camewfl, pmeumi, UL @ , wWIHFWeT (pSweaDdD S el TS DSLI
LwWSTURSGTS. oGS Ul gD, Qamhens, wpP, OGsmemy. GumeTpar FIEDLHLI
UL 14 GTRIGOTTS TGS

UgSeUd  LOGTHEOGTLI Yp  BTRHFHerSHG OHTer® euTenid OFUIg6TeTSE6T,
poPlevenruiev(38)ag umL-v GYLNIRSDS. HCHCLT LGV BTSN HLILIGVHGHLD LGV
s WTeT OLIMT(HL_H@EHL-_T BLD BAL LYD& GUBHSIGTTSEET,

“ Gaupiuew BT R FTVST albS

vevelevar preurys Gsmemmid QuUbkgID” ® (Bi.LT.295)

GTGTHD LML GV 2 eIfSHSIQUSET  CLPEULD LielTenl _wid SLOLPISH6T uTewlFsHSev  eThmin)

Qné@ws OCFuieuGer Gl B @)BSsemev HBweiiig)Hmng).

LIGSTL_LOTDMI (LPGOD:

sime_ws s shser HusDe Sl bs OUTLsmar Jdws Sl
2 eplifer eped Few_s% GuUTHL Fewar, L9p Blessaufl b OFTHGH USDSG LUDOTSH
B05G% Csenauwmer GuTmersearts QuDMIG GFmewr_eooGuw LIGRTL _OTHI  (LPEDDILITGLD.
FRSHTVSF  QidepempCu  CuEBTIWTSL LpssSS0 Q)bbSS.

QBUISEV Bl6V LDSGHET SHmiFHer 2 LiLieTh%Heafley afleverwdaniyw o Lifever alHm sHD&
aleweviwiTa GBeveney LIGHTL LOMTHDTE GLIHM 6UbEHHe6T,

“o 1wami SBs 21y Gprer_ @peveder “'7 (Bp.Lim254)

aer®mn um_edev 2 Gevrdgawmy PRSI  )CsCUTR LTFSMuTFET FL_SGF CFeTm)

g Sa1 aups QmIey, FDT (pSeVTeT LBeTHear Ugsal waHefli alhm SH@& LLTHDITS

Qpevenevls QLIHMI GUhHSBIGTETHEGHT,
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LOITGTD LDTeMGV LOSIPHS LITSaln

(13

@eRsOLm Ou er eref@efar Lomd”*® (pp.Lim.239)
eTaib Gerhwermd um_eder aulfl 9mwevrid. o paui el GFHHSEFHeeL LIV euenswiTeT
wevgsear alpmiF OFemerer  GFuIPulewaruyLb,
“ ygiwwg Os@aCSTHL HIagLd
Qprgiem 19 (Bm.im.118:8-11)
“FiSFeme @Q)SLpLILI GHEEESCLT®
L958ema algajoey OsmerafGym eresr
WA R G e igwer P> (B.im.91:6-8)
eTaitb  Lm_evsafler euflns  eisers@ ellewevwiTs OBV (LPSEUTET  HTENILBIGEGTLI
QuDPBEHFS: Fm(BILD  GTTLISESTUYLD  HPNINUGIBDSS.  6TaTGal  LIGRTL _LDTHN)  (LPEHDWI TGS/
2 awreys Caemausemer mplewmey OFUE O&metusn@ L BGWL ApLiLenr_wHrs afermGwig)
GTGUTGUITLD.
ry-ajew:

FLpFSPeT - Fomewr  QuBERWISSGL  QUTBETTSTID - @6 lILELOWTSS TS
dHETNG. SDErF, (Lpevenev, LoBLD, OBUISE, oTaw  BlevdFGHLpedlaT g LiLienL_udev
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