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YFusLl LjeweraFeT @ LITienal

A Perspective on Ajivika Narratives

aaralf & Faustwspsl, =g Cuom@flug sUlpssieon wf FusgT sme 9nleiiicy

FeVaT SeiTarTl & geTTSaTI HTehFLgb - 631561.

Dr.S.Sivagamasundari, Assistant Professor In Tamil, Sri Sankara Arts Science College

(Autonomous),Enathur Kanchipuram - 631561.
Abstract

The term Tattuvam - (Philosophy) means "the essential nature of a thing." The
demonstrative word ‘Athu' ("that") denotes different meanings in different religious
traditions. Therefore, philosophy is understood as a branch of knowledge that investigates
the nature of reality and establishes truth by examining the intrinsic characteristics of
existence. In Tamil literary tradition, terms such as Meypporul (Ultimate Reality) and
Samaya Kanakku (Religious Doctrine) are also used as equivalents of philosophy. Ajivika
(Asivagam) represents the metaphysical doctrine and ascetic way of life of the ancient
Tamils. Although no original texts on Ajivika philosophy have survived, numerous
references to its doctrines are found in the writings of Buddhist and Jain scholars,
particularly in texts that oppose non-theistic beliefs, as well as in archaeological and
other historical sources. According to the Ajivikas, the universe is constituted by seven
fundamental principles: earth, water, fire, air, pleasure, pain, and life (soul). They
regarded these seven elements as the philosophical foundations that constitute the world.
This study explains how Indian philosophical ideas are reflected in the philosophical
traditions of Ajivika, Jainism, and Buddhism, and examines their significance within the

broader context of Indian philosophy.

Keywords: Ajivika, philosophy, asceticism, principles, symbols
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<uieys smaad (Abstract)

B5FaILD eTetTn QFTV “ &6 FetTewis eTadls QUITMpeTLRLD. ‘g eT6tin FHL_(BHF
@#rev FowpCsmmid Gam Gamy OGurmenard GBlé@GLd. Ypeler OLITBET HETEOLLSHEHGT
Yrmiihsg Gouibenouienar BlenevsT RLd HBfleysd HeTehFWLoTs: HPaysdh HeVSEGHSH HoHH@ILD
aTetTy GBuI®R aupmEF . @FCFTNNIGSG QevenTins GuILIGUITRET , FOWIS FHEWTSHES 66D
@OUIRF6T  SLOPVEHWSHF  STeRTLILIBGFRSTNS. YFousib ereriig  SOpHler  Gowiufwiev
Q&meTeFHud,  HWEY — AUTPH®FHUJD Y@  YFas  Quuwiuiwe  LpPw  BIEVSET
HevL_ssafevenev. uienib QLmssLh, ewerd Gumern Fow PehiFer TIPS @)ewmLomILiL]
Brevseflsy QBhgID Ln GOsmebumrmpealluey mrevseledBhgib YFass SshaHeumFer LD
eTeRTERTDN GWILILSHET 2 aiTerer. HFausi BeVLD, Bi,S, auer), @)6TLILD, H/6TLILD, 2.l eTeEpILD Gr(LpLD
BTG  26VHTHS FHTL&F  HBLD  HSHSHIQUHEFET T DG . FaUHLD, FLoewTLD, OLaSSLD  HYFHw

SoFlaunsalleb i Qb SeFaunser @)L bOuDHdpLLIS @eiauTiie) alerdhEHeTns.

S payFQFThSer: YFausin, Gouuwe, &HIme) SsHalaukEHeT, &DuiGH6T

ApeTEIeT -

QBPws ssHgIu gL 2Rl GEreeowTar Fbsmear LILSENN QETDTHHDS.
waflls  eaumpsensuier Gsmmmid, o ulfler @Quievly, FHL_eer , 9mib, wmInliy, RS
Gumettm 9y Lien_wrey  eflearTsseps@ alew._ Haamid CrriHHe Qpwmaisy LevGamn
ssgumsear  Gemarflar.  @Q$ssaunser  Oamid  Fowd - CsTl_um@®Ferns oL (HLb

@evevrrioey, oefls aumpener QBMLILIGSSID Guudey PbseaTsHarts elermEFeTng).

Ceugrisewar  apmisH0FTeT@hLd  FTRIGUWILD, Qumaib,  pwmwib,  eeuGFLy FHLb,
LBiombend, Cousmpsd YFWa MUBHS HSHEHAUBGTTEGLD. CoUBBIFEGT YFTTLOTH TNHHTH

QLTS S LD, FLOGRTLD, HYFAUSHLD YPUWIHE DUDFHD Bk BISGTTSLD.

Qouimisr  Fasy  @iBu  Ppseer  eemhdn  seldgemer G S
Qupmierars). H.up. 69yb BIHDIEIG D umphs Lo&seld), Csrar (Makkhali, Gosala) yFeus
FLOWSFeT (p&EGw  peTCaTTIg TS  FBSLULRRDTI. QbdS SHFIAUSFET  LOWISHHSHE
“Blwg” (Niyati) 4G LD. 2 SV BeL_QLimLb I EGILD (LpeTea L’ 1y G

BloewrudssLuc 1L _emeu. LwefiFefer pwHFwmev elPevws THD LPYwns. Tern GCFHTerendeniL
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YFaisiser aeuynisGears. @asnag whp QB  ssgunisalldBhg  YFarsoms
CauniLIB$SISDDSI.

Y Fausigsefer Feranio:-

YFausiser Wsayd ereflevowmear Hmaup auTpssew  ConOFTeTL_mTriser.
26VHL LUDMIS®aTd HnhE Sl auTpssaw  CupOsmearaCs o wihs UTPSMS 6TaTdh
Fh@avrg. GLogyilh 2 6VHLD LIV LG LILIGNL_& SHFIQUBIFETTV eS| 6TeTmiLb, 2 udfler Liwiewrib
QuinevFulet PwWPFEHS@G 21 L' L . eremid aujsker pLoLderg. Qssevsuws Gowiudiicy
Fpgemerser Liereri @QbGw Fow LoHMID FSHHI MUGTTFFUNGYILD LOGDLPFLOTET BHTSHHSHMS5

THUBSS LIS

YFus FLOWSHFGT eLpeV BIGVSHET @GN (LPLPEILOWITSHS vl _sshailcvenev. @Q)HLILIen b
Quagg LoHMID FloewT (PeV&H& WwikIFET, HCFTHT FTeV SHVOML (BHET, QST FTGTDIFHET,
S @VEHWBEFET OHYID QUTTHN]  BUIRFET (LPLD YFIFH HSHHAUD GDSS L6V
SHaUcVSHGT VWGP TDS. SOILILTS HevCaHS), wenflGLoseney, AevriiGsmoib Gumep LD
QesHwrisellsy  YFausiser wHmib  Yaugsefer  OEmerenaser . LD GOILIL ST
SreRTLILRFTNS. @)SGHILILFHer Cray agemmmid CFuIFFemTs DL (HILDGVGTLOG, Q)eVSFHILIL

Lewaraysefler eaumuievnsey yFasd Fpsemarsamer OeuefliLiR55R6TDET.
YFausLl Ljenereysei:-

L|GOGTYFGT  GTGTLIHI FHDLIGYGT ,  H(hSHSI(HAUITSHSLD  LopmILd  @evsSw  GeueliLim®
YPweunpleir QemenTaurT@Ld. QevEHw YFNUTHET BHHEHIAUS HBSHSBIFEOT GUTFHTHEHSHGLI
yiflw ®QULIUSDEHTHS — HDBHET, 2 @TWTL V&6, HSTLILITSSTHISHET, 2 auewLodher GLimerm
Hoarayd  Fmmiseertl  LWeTL(RhSHFeTers.  @Qeeunn  YFauss  SSHHQIUPLD  LIGY
QevsSwmiseile  Lewawaller  euflwrs  QeellL@SSLILIL_BHeTens.  YBSLI  LEnETeFeT
YFUFHF T BB GOFTETENS, FIMAUD QUTLPSHS ,2.UEHLI LITFewal oHmILb Loas% eumpailev

@DES HHEIF®TL LTS LIOEGSIGSTL_(HSH6TN ).
@asGumsaficv YFalgss Fnmiser:-

YFausd @QHFw FLpSTWSFT FewhFwmear LGHuler YaTibss CoHameuseamar ¢ aray
BleonGaupluig  ererevmib. YFusisefet HHHMUSHV (LpSHwoTeT eetTm  GLouibenLouder
wawTd serevn CHTL_LTEH. YT YFUFSDE eishseaniD eweas OBTL_[JLimeT

eLpeuLIQUITHL_Feweruyd Lpmld GPLIRLCLTSE emau BIbHSTLOTGTEN6 TGN FnMIHGTDHETH.
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Qsmear HawGsFluilev

“eriiunmgyib smer QFLm @éveuarayd BHmerpm (urm.cresor: 696)
GTGIMLD
“@evevrg Camemm G&L_mo 6T eTes
(urm. eresor:698)
FRea555% ST _LILGS DS

@Qansrer  efleTHEHD YUY LI emisHeT  LIHDLD el _SedeT  eTeimib  Blemev

QupBlrE@GLD eTedTLIZ GILIT(HET.
Qpemar “o rersOHL_mg @evevd) CHTHIMNS TR TSRSDAT HFHaTS).
YFussemsL LnHY) LweflGlosemeuiey Fwdbsdenissi Pnb CHL_L- Hrensuiev LleTeuHLOMM)
IO
“@uieveurts LITLOTeRISFHET SHpPuUTaseh Revseaid OCFwiwm’
(L. eTavor:126)
GTIM FImmFGTETH. 9Bt QUTHET OSTL_5& LOVTS LY LILIGHL_WITGT DeISHET Flg/Lb
Q&L B 9fuTsedal GTTLISTSLD.

sDCumensw  eaumer  QupLlwe elepepTafseT  HBSHSHILILIG QTN 2 6VHESHF6V
QBs@ QurmL_ser wreayh (Lweflser,alevk@, STaITh, WL LD 6Ta HPGY/ILD (F)(HSGLD
9 Lien 11 Qumrmerser GCasmermGeaur ufliwGair @evenev. eTeiHpITH6T. emau 2Lflader)
LOTHDOLOGOL_HMSE| GTGTH DTHFHGT.
wenflGosemevullsy  Fowssemrsss S God  Csl  smensuley  YFausmrev
“psalprey” eTend GUSsLILIGRTDeT. iyt CUIehiser HBagissmar hie® CnrTsHE
urg.  Heustr, 2.6,  FBomew  eufm@L, YHwOEYwh  SlpTsErsGF  Fmliflenn
2 GHL_WIE6 GTTay)ID 2 aTewLoulena 6TeNFeL o ewrias.
FrmGwid , Gursb,epwmuisd pHei ShHsHeuniseneihd YFasib, Foewrib, OLimssLb.

YFW  YWUDEHS  SSHEHAUBGNVID Tl BLUOLPSHIMFHET @)L 1DOUDPBSHCV Y BIFTEIGF

&L 1 QuUpmieTend).
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Q@imreL Qaumib BlSS BIVTS (FEGITLOG) GUTL_ HELOLIL|LD, e % CFHTETenHULD 2 iLD
aflub 2 IHGL  YFuss OQFmeTensd  BIVTEH  YDBH(HSBHV  Ceuer(Hh  GTeTLIS)

el GLogenevls LGGwmev P (Lpy-Fmngy.(27:108-165)

Bhds  mrovns  eraewLIGOUDIbBVCEAuI (9.9  900)  yib  yew® Ouads
Oppuierevgd  Fwewr CrréHev omiss LT, YFaSMTHD HDWRDSF. 61pLSOSIH
um_evskefley  YFUFSFBEGIGF@HLD  FweamGry  RSGL  LomLSEE@HD  LpayLb
@) bGLpmyeTaTET.
bvGss yPAAwi “gerg 5 erenr YyFaus BIdleverrs &mldBes.

(urm. eresor 671)

QYSYSDTGTTGY — HWLDGS  DYeWTl SHFWIGVL], Djewtentev, OLIMT(BET,  BFLpa)  6TeiD  BAGTGLD
QbBIHOUTReTTSS STeILGSDSG. Gomer ag euomer WwHEHewrh CFTaelIGLDD @)hHTev

25560, @He0 erettn QEhaUITEY/LD osseflen_Guw Ligeiiis).

Ly ajewi:-
YFausflar BwuPs0FTeTenHUNGET BlLOGY FeAweT Liki@GeTmeTTd Q)6 LmBTETHMILI
um_elev QUITEISH6V HTerLoLY-H/.
“wigb eerGy wreummd Caafly
&I peirmyb L9pF ST UTTT
@QetrarTOBeTmey/b ()evGin;
QuiGureny aliwGseib @)eVGioeeesss
( umereser 192)

@uum_edev @B  OGeueteng gL T  5CHTHIL  WFaudenar AWy GQFweTHmILD
2 ul56@ 2 auemownsEd QFTLILIL 1§ (hHH6V HTewld H55%5. BwFeow, “wpep” 6TaTD LPG
SUpTe HI 1y QFTLILGR TN eBF OCFWcvHeT BWBHWITEw (LpLg6y HL L LILIRLIGHG
ereTLIg/D, BwHevw  WBHCwT  1PFSCHT  QFVBN  QUIGVTSY). GTRTLIHILD  (3)6UeEOLDUITE)
saildaemails QLpSHs semilwet Lm@eammerTi OseflamsHwens eaTal(hLd i (LpLY-SHns).

BwSs0smearens yfwi aumpenssa poul L g Gomei_jsermev Lerupmis L L GG
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<2YehiseT EIGETRYEIUY OEETINES Q& meiTens 9| H TGS/ YFUSTHETTEV

@FSHOGTETOTLILIL L& CTaSH(RSGIUS 21y OBHsSG PSHSHTH 2 6Tens).

LITHG6a [RTGVSHGET

1.Gsm.p. Fp5FTLO), (Q)BHIWSSHSHI0usHeMEeHF LD, GLownliLeT LUFLILSD, FGLLTLD.
2.60C88), FHFHFFsHS LSLILSLD, @GLoLGSHTewTLD.

3.ywprenmm (Uespw 2 gL _eir),Fmiprenswi LGy, GFerene.

4. 106l CLoFerey, FEHMVF FTSSHTTH, O\FGTanGHT.
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