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Abstract 

 

The Western Tamilnadu is bestowed with higher incidences of hero-stones distributed in its districts of 

Nilgiris, Coimbatore, Tirupur, Karur, Dindigul, Erode, Salem, Namakkal Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri. Due to the 

impacts of Karnataka (or Kerala), the hero-stones identified from this region are mostly of ‘Three-tier Hero-

Stones’ wherein the lower tier depicts the heroic activity of deceased hero in the earthly abode, the middle tier 

exhibits the deceased hero being lifted to other world by celestial maids and the upper tier shows the deceased 

hero in other world, worshipping the Almighty. 

 

The incorporation of ‘Sati Elements” ( to make the spouse(s) who get self immolated along  with the 

deceased hero) is attested in the three-tier hero-stones identified from the Erode District of Western Tamilnadu 

convey certain interesting manifestations  of sati elements attested for the first time in the history of memorial 

stones, in general and that of hero-stones, in particular. 

 

In this paper, three new types of ‘Sati Elements’ (,viz.,‘raised hand (s) of the sati’, ‘hands of the spouses 

placed in juxtaposition’ and ‘spouses holding each other’s  palm’) attested in certain recently identified hero-

stones of the Sathyamangalam Taluk of Erode District, Tamilnadu are highlighted. And such incorporation and 

manifestations of ‘Sati Elements’ carve a unique place for the Sathyamangalam Taluk of Erode District within 

the ‘Geographical Settings of Three-tier  Hero-stones ‘ of Western Tamilnadu. 
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0. Introduction: - 

 

     The Western Tamilnadu is bestowed with higher incidences of hero-stones distributed in its districts of 

Nilgiris, Coimbatore, Tirupur, Karur, Dindigul, Erode, Salem, Namakkal, Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri1. Due to the 

impacts of Karnataka (or Kerala)2, the hero-stones identified from this region are mostly of ‘three - tier hero-

stones’ wherein the lower tier depicts the heroic activity of deceased hero in the earthy abode , the middle tier 

exhibits the  deceased hero being lifted to other world by celestial maids and the upper tier shows the deceased 

hero in other world, worshipping the Almighty. 
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 The information of ‘Sati elements’ ( to mark the spouse(s) who get self immolated along with the 

deceased hero) is attested in the three - tier hero stones identified from Western Tamilnadu. The hero - stones 

identified from the hero-stones which have recently been identified from the Erode District of Western 

Tamilnadu convey certain interesting manifestations of sati elements attested for the first time in the history of 

memorial stones, in general and that of hero-stones, in particular. 

 

 In this paper, three new types of ‘sati elements’ (, viz., ‘raised hand(s) of the sati’, ‘placing of hands by 

the spouses in juxtaposition’ and ‘holding of each other’s palm by the spouses’) attested in certain recently 

identified hero-stones of the Sathyamangalam Taluk of Erode District, Tamilnadu are highlighted. And such 

incorporation and manifestations of sati elements, carve a unique place for the Sathyamangalam Taluk of Erode 

District within the ‘Geographical Settings of three -tier Hero-stones’ of Western Tamilnadu.   

    

 

I. Structural Pattern of a Typical Three - tier Hero stone:-  

 

        A basic knowledge on the structural patterns of a typical three-tier hero-stone is a prerequisite to 

identify the various elements (of both ‘optional elements’ and ‘obligatory elements’) that are perceptible within 

the three-tier hero stones.  

      The typical three-tier hero-stone is a rectangular slab of stone sub-divided into three- tiers in more or 

less equi-portions. Of these, the lower tier depicts the heroic act committed by the hero against his enemy 

(either human beings or animal beings, as the case may be) with or without his spouse(s). Presence of hero’s 

spouse(s) in this tier is construed as ‘element of encouragement4’ or ‘element of ‘sati5’ (as the case maybe. The 

middle tier shows the lifting of deceased hero 6 [with or without his spouse(s)] to other world by the celestial 

maids who flank him / them. And the upper tier exhibits the deceased hero [with or without his spouse(s) and 

or priest] in other world7.   The motifs of ‘sun’ and ‘moon’ are found sculpted over the ridge of upper tier8.  

 

       In short, a typical three-tier hero-stone conveys us symbolically the heroic act of deceased hero in the earthly 

abode (in the lower tier), the transitional stage of the deceased hero [with or without his spouse(s)] in between 

this world and other world (in the middle tier) and the eternal life of deceased hero [with or without his 

spouse(s)] in other world (in the upper tier).  

 

II.Obligatory Elements Vs. Optional Elements in Three-tier Hero-stones:- 

             A long debate might have taken place in the minds of people to decide upon the ‘obligatory elements’ 

and the ‘optional elements’ that ought to be included within a three-tier hero-stone.  

              The ‘space for celestial maids’ attested in Sindhalapadi (of Arur Taluk of  Dharmapuri District) and 

Kathadikuppam (of Krishnagiri Taluk and District) suggests us that such incorporation could be the first stage in 

evolution of hero-stones in tiers. This conjecture gets further strengthened as ‘the ‘element of deceased hero 

being lifted to other world’ along is depicted in the stray find of ‘single-tier hero-stone’ identified and acquired 

from Sodhanapuram of Sathyamangalam Taluk in the District by the authorities of Government Museum, 

Erode9.’ However, in contradiction to this hypothesis, the ‘element of celestial maids lifting deceased hero to 

other world’ is avoided totally in the case of two-tier hero-stones wherein the lower tier lower tier displays the 

heroic deed of deceased hero while the upper tier exhibits deceased hero [with or without his spouse(s)] the 

other world worshipping the Almighty10  .  

              Hence, we could presume, of all the three significant elements that incorporated within the hero- stones 

in tiers (, viz., ‘element of heroic act’, ‘element of deceased hero being lifted to the other world’ and ‘element 

of Veera Swarga’) the ‘element of heroic act’ and the ‘element of Veera Swarga’ alone are considered more 

significant ones. In other words, both these elements are treated as ‘obligatory elements’  

             Inclusion of elements such as spouse(s), cattle, hunting dogs becomes optional. In other words, the above 

elements are treated as ‘optional. In other words, the above elements are treated as ‘optional elements’. For 
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instance, cattle is shown with an in -box (as in the case of a two-tier hero-stone identified from Burgur Hills of 

Bhavani Taluk at the Erode District)11or directly on the right side corner, in between the upper and the middle 

tiers   (as in the case of three-tier hero-stone attested from Anaikatti in the Nilgiris) 12. 

               And inclusion of optional elements such as ‘spouse(s)’ (due to ‘sati’), cattle(s) (because of ‘cattle feuds’), 

‘dog’ (in association with ‘hunting’) within the -hero stones in tiers could be attested as local versions, in 

contradistinction to the depiction of obligatory elements such as ‘hero in action’, ‘deceased hero in other world’ 

(I.e., Veera Swarga’) which constitute the part and parcel of hero-stones in three-tiers.    

 

III. Sati elements incorporated in the Three-tier Hero-stones:- 

            While the hero - stones were erected in honour and memory of deceased heroes who sacrificed their 

precious lives in protecting people, cattle and or land from either foes or beasts, the ‘Sati-stones’ were erected 

in honour and memory of spouse(s) who followed the deceased hero by entering the ritualistic self-immolation, 

the ‘sati’.  

 

Interestingly enough, in the Western Tamilnadu the ‘elements of sati’ is also observed to be 

incorporated within the hero - stones themselves in one way or other. For instance, the spouse(s) of the 

deceased hero is /are depicted in the middle tier having lifted by the celestial maids to other world-along with 

the deceased hero and or shown in the upper tier worshipping the Almighty13. However, we should bear in mind 

that mere presence of spouse in the lower tier along with the fighting hero may or may not signify the 

involvement of ‘sati’ in these erections of hero-stone. At times, for want of space, the significant elements alone 

are depicted in the given tiers. Consequently,   the ‘element of ‘sati’ alone (but not the deceased hero) is shown 

in the middle- tier; In the same way, the ‘elements of deceased hero’ alone (but not the spouse who entered 

‘sati’) is depicted in the upper tier of a hero fighting with an elephant from Kal Kadambur14. Contrary to  this, 

the spouse(s) who accompanied the deceased hero by entering ‘sati’ is/are depicted in the other world (, along 

with the deceased hero), irrespective of the fact that she/they   is/are shown in lower and or middle tier(s) - as 

in the case of a couple of three-tier hero-stones identified from Kottamalam15.  

 

IV. Sati Elements manifested within the Three -tier Hero-stones:-  

                Generally, the ‘elements of sati’ are manifested within the three-tier hero-stones of Western Tamilnadu 

simply as the spouse(s) presence in the middle tier (, having lifted by the celestial maids to Almighty in “ Veera 

Swarga’, irrespective of the fact that the spouse(s)’ presence is notified or not in the lower tier. 

 

 Interestingly enough, three new types of sati elements were identified by the author of this paper, from 

certain three-tier hero-stones attested quite recently in and around the Sathyamangalam Taluk of Erode District, 

Tamilnadu16. And the new types of ‘sati elements’ are enlisted as below: 

(i) ‘ Description of raised hand(s) of the sati17; 

(ii) ‘Placing of hands by the spouses in juxtaposition;18 and  

(iii) ‘Holding of each other’s palm by the spouses19  . 

 

 

Certain three-tier hero-stones identified in and around Thalavadi20  (of Sathyamangalam Forest Range) 

bear the elements of Sati in one or two types (of the three types) cited above, apart from regular features of 

hero-stones. 

 

V. Conclusion:- 

 From the aforementioned discussions, we could infer that the uniqueness of ‘three-tier hero-stones’ of 

Erode District (, Tamilnadu State) is manifestations of both ‘element of heroism’ and element of Sati’ within a 

single ‘hero-stones’ and ‘Sati-stones’ in other places of Western Tamilnadu. 
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 Furthermore, the incorporation and manifestations of these newly identified types of ‘Sati elements’ 

help in carving a unique place for the Sathyamangalam Taluk of Erode District within the ‘ Geographical Settings 

of Three-tier Hero-stones of Western Tamilnadu. 

 

Foot Notes 

 

1. The majority regions of Western Tamilnadu have constructed the erstwhile ‘Kongu  Nadu’ . And that 

is why, in an attempt to reconstruct the history and culture of that ancient territory, districts such 

as Karur, Dindigul, Krishnagiri, Dharamapuri are also included within the Western Tamilnadu. 

Likewise, there exist differences of opinion amongst scholars in including the Nilgiri District within 

the erstwhile Kongu Region. 

 

2. As the typical three-tier hero-stones were first identified from Pulapally, a hamlet  nearby Sultan 

Bathery of the Wynad District of Kerala, all  the three-tier hero-stones were designated as ‘Pulapally 

Type Hero-stones’. However, the author this paper prefers to call them as ‘Typical Karnataka Three-

tier Hero-stones’, since most of them are associated with the Hoysala rule and warfare. 

3.In a stray case (of Onthanai, a tribal hamlet of the Burgur hills, Bhavani Taluk,  Erode District), a woman 

is depicted of stabbing a tiger with a fruit hook. And this interesting three-tier hero-stones is displayed 

in the ‘Sculpture Gallery’ of Government Museum, Erode. Interestingly, in yet another three-tier hero-

stones identified from Kittampalayam in the Sathyamangalam Forest Range, a woman is depicted to 

attack the tiger along with his spouse, the hero (For details Cf. K.R.Sathanandhan & B. Kandasamy). 

4.Depiction of spouse carrying a vase in her hand is interpreted by a section of scholars as ‘element of 

encouragement’ to the fighting hero, with intoxicating liquor. 

5. Contrary to this, another section of school  interprets such depiction of woman with vessel as facilitator 

of inflaming the spouse by dousing with oil, in the act of embracing ‘ sati’, the ceremonial self 

immolation. 

6.Interestingly, in some of the three-tier hero-stones the spouse(s) is/are depicted of being lifted to other 

world (, along with the deceased hero) by the celestial maids. 

7.Curiously enough, in some of the three-tier hero-stones of Western Tamilnadu, the woman/women who 

entered ‘sati’ alone is/are shown (without depiction of deceased hero and or priest in the other world 

worshiping the Almighty. Such instances, we may presume, are emphatic reference of ‘sati’. 

8.In some three-tier hero-stones of the Western Tamilnadu the symbols of ‘sun’ and ‘moon’ are depicted 

within the upper tier earmarked for other world. 

9.As this is a single tier hero-stone, the ‘element of Veera Swarga’ - the transit stage - alone is given 

importance and get depicted. 

10.In the typical three - tier hero-stones, the other world is depicted usually as ‘Siva Loga’ - the abode of 

Lord Siva (with depiction of ‘Siva Linga’, ‘Nandi’ etc.). However, in a three-tier hero-stone identified at 

Anaikatti of the Nilgiris, the other world is depicted without any such elements (, say ‘Siva Linga’, ‘Nandi’) 

suggestive of its period before the advent of Saivism in the Nilgiris. Interestingly, in a hero-stone identified 

by the author of this paper at Periya Puliyur, nearby Kavindapady of Erode District, the other world is 

depicted as ‘Vaikuntam’ - the abode of Lord Vishnu (with depiction of ‘Garudalwar’) . 

11. It is identified from a two-tier hero-stone of Thattakarai wherein a cattle is shown in an in-box, adjacent 

to the left side corner of its upper tier. Such depiction of cattle within the in-box suggests that the deceased 

hero has scarified his precious life while safeguarding the cattle wealth (from the ravenous attack of 

predatory beasts).  

12.For details Cf.Maheswaran, C, & M.Kumaravelu (1986).  

13.This is the common ‘element of sati’ identified by the author of this paper from three-tier hero- stones 

of Western Tamilnadu. 

14.For further details Cf. Maheswaran, C, & K.S.Sampath (2010).  
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15.For more details Cf.  Santhanandhan, K.R. & B. Kandasamy (2006).  

16.This field work was arranged by the joint efforts of Dr., K.R. Sathanandhan (Former Head) and Dr. 

S.Saravanakumar (Head), Department of History, Gobi Arts & Science College [Autonomous], 

Gobichettipalayam.  

17.It is interesting to note that the typical ‘sati’ - stones’ depict only such ‘raised hand - with auspicious 

symbols such as bangles, lemon, eternal lamp. 

     18. & 19.  And such practice of extending support by the spouses to each other are referred to as ‘giving 

shoulder and hand’, in Kannada.  

20.  Doddamudugare, Basavanagudi, Errhanahalli are some of the Lingayat hamlets at the Sathyamangalam 

Forest Range that house unique types of three-tier hero-stones which depict these unique ‘elements of sati’. 
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Colophon:  

  I wish to record my deep sense of gratitude to the innocent indigenous people who preserve 

for posterity the heritage structures such as these hero-stones located in the vicinity of their habitations sites.  

 

 

  




