HTOTGNBG SHW
(Baresdl, 0T, BOaw6, AHSLAUT)
OLBW VAHBDETD CEIaTlNBO




O\F 00T Aran

U ATTEBD ;@uﬂgmﬁa{ VDT @liH0 International e Journal of Tamil Research

iy e P
i ¥

TS S

ApEDETeYT O}, DEDICUPBEDT paany &. oGS CamWdr

WO &.PSDUFD dpmaiey K.dpSaIniody

dp ey OhF.HI06D HUTBITSION Gupn. dpevaedy ar.EByNaBauayl
oD 9.OhHEHH Bugn. dpavaeuy 6f.6F OGN
dpevaneuy Epn63pHrd (pafiinaorg Waldpenareay GLeumufed ugeonarLii?yioanPiuics
dpd@Icuy DaOPIONMET  artipoanPiiD ApEDETEUG . LRGN

Warauf PP 6161, HHS M &®. B.ubsydr

B WbaBITeSdT RYENBHO B®. FPEEIFAT DG F.BHENIPISE
wpdaay Aoxwid Byren6ns FousaeonBd eosud Got.EBgmodr
DU ar.APSGIE0L Frtl B®m. GMHEITSIEOT

dpedaauy Gl HpHIDneuaTeNDT dpenaney Op. SIUPDHDT

dpevareuy L. BeuevidITEN awpoaauy &. 1pBaHveuFO

@Iy 6fDedT OIEOTATGIENT ipd@IeNy 616.8 HETCT By

dpvarauy &.Suiudr apm@iauy P.undoros@ong

dpdaicuy 1.&gna60mIoD (@ui‘!pasén) paeuy usaud b PauonmHd
B® oR.ureipmadr (Difed SMWnG) DD 61D.HIZITSIHN

waaely BarBat o s B®. o Ut Smewandr (ureunyd)
AP @TQUT GVFENTEEIED FREVEUFET Em. Fhid OHEHT N

Boyears/vBunend/Biaas SFWT
SHIHHWO
Gupn. (penareuy QPN 5660
+917299587879

www.aranejournal.com
aranjournal@gmail.com

Tt LaTetTL Bg S1blipruiey idlareflg e Glauafel b 9y uiayssL e I5a6T 9 TSSHILD
(Peer Review).i Aafly, Qeuiwliul ® uSey Qsuwliu@Rng aaiLmss
OsMal35185 C\FHTaTHCnILo.

Copy Right @ Aran international e journal of Tamil Research/Dr. Priyakrishnan




HOLFFPIBHDH HOLEF ATFONHT MM uIistlNGMEDTIQUE GMITGOT M
(pewesreur eumesfl jfleumeresr

DG T (HAIT 616MTUTIDTMSY oM iIUBGHEHID MTIPMUIGH 615186
(pewesraul &.0levevsfler

RN ® GHTHFD NFHEHAWMOT IDTIID HTIDGHSHILTXD

(pemeal] LI.alloeor |eHTeRTISI6nT,

@SMehF BB manruilsd HHIGIUTHAT GloamiuT®
pemeraulj l.wewflClomif

FPIBHBHTGOI G1LBTUTMIVMIT HTLDHAGD HTLHEH HTLFIILIQIDID
gl. 2 wmnoCsaveirf]

U DTOOT B 1PHIHMISHBGD G HEMT P BT
Swmwd &.5erm S

SOPF FDIHMHBHANGOT IDTHIULL FelPHBHMOBEIHID L6 LJ60HIFHEIHID
(pewesraury. 6fl.seomreud)

SIOIP BTLHBIHNGT MATIDUT 2 35353%H60T
(peneTal].&. Slersiyer

Smanruighdlso SIDLp AITIPUTSTHUGTUTLEML GIDIDU®IHEH60 -
RHEBISHUIG WD
. 9|meverm,

S1op 1War Asymdsawsr (E-Dictionaries in Tamil)
(pewestau r.opGL6s (G0

BTLEGILD IDHHTNGT MTIPATUIGD FLIPIGHHIT
(penereuy &. Bememwuiymeom

F DI BHUIMMIPUTL BGUPMHDHATGO 1DEHBHATIOT 6T T HIFHAIT
wenereur Cg. Czms



- -
1 1

INCORPORATION & MANIFESTATIONS OF 'SATI ELEMENTS'

WITHIN THE HERO-STONES OF WESTERN TAMILNADU
Dr. C.Maheswaran

Neolithic Grooves found at Keezanur, Javadi hills of Tamil Nadu
Dr. R.Ramesh

HIPHBIOIPT HITUTLIPED GHT60 PMuiddHr LuWHTUT®H
e, &. sellwewfl

Recent Archaeological Explorations in Shervarayan Hills, Tamil Nadu
-Dr. Priyakrishnan

FFIPUTEOTIQWIAOT GFHHHT IDTMHT HT I
Burey slfwevsflwesr

FoolBHBHTTHBH6D 01HTOGIpHANHT MIPUTLE® IDT LFHIT

Car.g6

SIOPHIUPHIGIHATNST 60&H(HHIn BHHI HAMIDLILIPMHD
peneeui Cr.Carellbsrme

2 ufiNuGbIDHDID FAPSHOIDTIPUTUIGD HTTMMBHAND HTXSWTEGT G3Hd il
L)L L] &H6m T LG ILITUIs)]

[Biolinguistics and Sociolinguistics Approach towards

Nationality in Bharathiar Patriotic Poems]

pevesteur &. shSrCesyem, Wemereuy &.ASTm

ApSHIIL]
wrrsHu BLer whms (Cared Lmamea)






Ogan vNaMEBH P Widraind

Aran International ¢ journal of Tamil Research

INCORPORATION & MANIFESTATIONS OF ‘SATI ELEMENTS’
WITHIN THE HERO-STONES OF WESTERN TAMILNADU

Dr.C.Maheswaran

Curator (Anthropology Section)
Government Museum

Egmore

Chennai-600 008

Tribal Research Centre

Govt. of Tamil Nadu

Abstract

The Western Tamilnadu is bestowed with higher incidences of hero-stones distributed in its districts of
Nilgiris, Coimbatore, Tirupur, Karur, Dindigul, Erode, Salem, Namakkal Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri. Due to the
impacts of Karnataka (or Kerala), the hero-stones identified from this region are mostly of ‘Three-tier Hero-
Stones’ wherein the lower tier depicts the heroic activity of deceased hero in the earthly abode, the middle tier
exhibits the deceased hero being lifted to other world by celestial maids and the upper tier shows the deceased
hero in other world, worshipping the Almighty.

The incorporation of ‘Sati Elements” ( to make the spouse(s) who get self immolated along with the
deceased hero) is attested in the three-tier hero-stones identified from the Erode District of Western Tamilnadu
convey certain interesting manifestations of sati elements attested for the first time in the history of memorial
stones, in general and that of hero-stones, in particular.

In this paper, three new types of ‘Sati Elements’ (,viz.,‘raised hand (s) of the sati’, ‘hands of the spouses
placed in juxtaposition’ and ‘spouses holding each other’s palm’) attested in certain recently identified hero-
stones of the Sathyamangalam Taluk of Erode District, Tamilnadu are highlighted. And such incorporation and
manifestations of ‘Sati Elements’ carve a unique place for the Sathyamangalam Taluk of Erode District within
the ‘Geographical Settings of Three-tier Hero-stones ‘ of Western Tamilnadu.

Key Words

Hero-stone, Three-tier Hero-stones, Western Tamil Nadu, Sati Elements.

0. Introduction: -

The Western Tamilnadu is bestowed with higher incidences of hero-stones distributed in its districts of
Nilgiris, Coimbatore, Tirupur, Karur, Dindigul, Erode, Salem, Namakkal, Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri®. Due to the
impacts of Karnataka (or Kerala)?, the hero-stones identified from this region are mostly of ‘three - tier hero-
stones’ wherein the lower tier depicts the heroic activity of deceased hero in the earthy abode , the middle tier
exhibits the deceased hero being lifted to other world by celestial maids and the upper tier shows the deceased
hero in other world, worshipping the Almighty.
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The information of ‘Sati elements’ ( to mark the spouse(s) who get self immolated along with the
deceased hero) is attested in the three - tier hero stones identified from Western Tamilnadu. The hero - stones
identified from the hero-stones which have recently been identified from the Erode District of Western
Tamilnadu convey certain interesting manifestations of sati elements attested for the first time in the history of
memorial stones, in general and that of hero-stones, in particular.

In this paper, three new types of ‘sati elements’ (, viz., ‘raised hand(s) of the sati’, ‘placing of hands by
the spouses in juxtaposition’ and ‘holding of each other’s palm by the spouses’) attested in certain recently
identified hero-stones of the Sathyamangalam Taluk of Erode District, Tamilnadu are highlighted. And such
incorporation and manifestations of sati elements, carve a unique place for the Sathyamangalam Taluk of Erode
District within the ‘Geographical Settings of three -tier Hero-stones’ of Western Tamilnadu.

I. Structural Pattern of a Typical Three - tier Hero stone:-

A basic knowledge on the structural patterns of a typical three-tier hero-stone is a prerequisite to
identify the various elements (of both ‘optional elements’ and ‘obligatory elements’) that are perceptible within
the three-tier hero stones.

The typical three-tier hero-stone is a rectangular slab of stone sub-divided into three- tiers in more or
less equi-portions. Of these, the lower tier depicts the heroic act committed by the hero against his enemy
(either human beings or animal beings, as the case may be) with or without his spouse(s). Presence of hero’s
spouse(s) in this tier is construed as ‘element of encouragement® or ‘element of ‘sati* (as the case maybe. The
middle tier shows the lifting of deceased hero © [with or without his spouse(s)] to other world by the celestial
maids who flank him / them. And the upper tier exhibits the deceased hero [with or without his spouse(s) and
or priest] in other world” The motifs of ‘sun’ and ‘moon’ are found sculpted over the ridge of upper tier®.

In short, a typical three-tier hero-stone conveys us symbolically the heroic act of deceased hero in the earthly
abode (in the lower tier), the transitional stage of the deceased hero [with or without his spouse(s)] in between
this world and other world (in the middle tier) and the eternal life of deceased hero [with or without his
spouse(s)] in other world (in the upper tier).

11.0bligatory Elements Vs. Optional Elements in Three-tier Hero-stones:-

A long debate might have taken place in the minds of people to decide upon the ‘obligatory elements’
and the ‘optional elements’ that ought to be included within a three-tier hero-stone.

The ‘space for celestial maids’ attested in Sindhalapadi (of Arur Taluk of Dharmapuri District) and
Kathadikuppam (of Krishnagiri Taluk and District) suggests us that such incorporation could be the first stage in
evolution of hero-stones in tiers. This conjecture gets further strengthened as ‘the ‘element of deceased hero
being lifted to other world’ along is depicted in the stray find of ‘single-tier hero-stone’ identified and acquired
from Sodhanapuram of Sathyamangalam Taluk in the District by the authorities of Government Museum,
Erode®.’ However, in contradiction to this hypothesis, the ‘element of celestial maids lifting deceased hero to
other world’ is avoided totally in the case of two-tier hero-stones wherein the lower tier lower tier displays the
heroic deed of deceased hero while the upper tier exhibits deceased hero [with or without his spouse(s)] the
other world worshipping the Almighty© .

Hence, we could presume, of all the three significant elements that incorporated within the hero- stones
in tiers (, viz., ‘element of heroic act’, ‘element of deceased hero being lifted to the other world’ and ‘element
of Veera Swarga’) the ‘element of heroic act’ and the ‘element of Veera Swarga’ alone are considered more
significant ones. In other words, both these elements are treated as ‘obligatory elements’

Inclusion of elements such as spouse(s), cattle, hunting dogs becomes optional. In other words, the above
elements are treated as ‘optional. In other words, the above elements are treated as ‘optional elements’. For
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instance, cattle is shown with an in -box (as in the case of a two-tier hero-stone identified from Burgur Hills of
Bhavani Taluk at the Erode District)*'or directly on the right side corner, in between the upper and the middle
tiers (asin the case of three-tier hero-stone attested from Anaikatti in the Nilgiris) 2.

And inclusion of optional elements such as ‘spouse(s)’ (due to ‘sati’), cattle(s) (because of ‘cattle feuds’),
‘dog’ (in association with ‘hunting’) within the -hero stones in tiers could be attested as local versions, in
contradistinction to the depiction of obligatory elements such as ‘hero in action’, ‘deceased hero in other world’
(I.e., Veera Swarga’) which constitute the part and parcel of hero-stones in three-tiers.

Ill. Sati elements incorporated in the Three-tier Hero-stones:-

While the hero - stones were erected in honour and memory of deceased heroes who sacrificed their
precious lives in protecting people, cattle and or land from either foes or beasts, the ‘Sati-stones’ were erected
in honour and memory of spouse(s) who followed the deceased hero by entering the ritualistic self-immolation,
the ‘sati’.

Interestingly enough, in the Western Tamilnadu the ‘elements of sati’ is also observed to be
incorporated within the hero - stones themselves in one way or other. For instance, the spouse(s) of the
deceased hero is /are depicted in the middle tier having lifted by the celestial maids to other world-along with
the deceased hero and or shown in the upper tier worshipping the Almighty*3. However, we should bear in mind
that mere presence of spouse in the lower tier along with the fighting hero may or may not signify the
involvement of ‘sati’ in these erections of hero-stone. At times, for want of space, the significant elements alone
are depicted in the given tiers. Consequently, the ‘element of ‘sati’ alone (but not the deceased hero) is shown
in the middle- tier; In the same way, the ‘elements of deceased hero’ alone (but not the spouse who entered
‘sati’) is depicted in the upper tier of a hero fighting with an elephant from Kal Kadambur®*. Contrary to this,
the spouse(s) who accompanied the deceased hero by entering ‘sati’ is/are depicted in the other world (, along
with the deceased hero), irrespective of the fact that she/they is/are shown in lower and or middle tier(s) - as
in the case of a couple of three-tier hero-stones identified from Kottamalam?®®.

IV. Sati Elements manifested within the Three -tier Hero-stones:-

Generally, the ‘elements of sati’ are manifested within the three-tier hero-stones of Western Tamilnadu
simply as the spouse(s) presence in the middle tier (, having lifted by the celestial maids to Almighty in “ Veera
Swargad’, irrespective of the fact that the spouse(s)’ presence is notified or not in the lower tier.

Interestingly enough, three new types of sati elements were identified by the author of this paper, from
certain three-tier hero-stones attested quite recently in and around the Sathyamangalam Taluk of Erode District,
Tamilnadu®. And the new types of ‘sati elements’ are enlisted as below:

(i) ‘ Description of raised hand(s) of the sati’;
(ii) ‘Placing of hands by the spouses in juxtaposition;® and
(iii) ‘Holding of each other’s palm by the spouses?® .

Certain three-tier hero-stones identified in and around Thalavadi?® (of Sathyamangalam Forest Range)
bear the elements of Sati in one or two types (of the three types) cited above, apart from regular features of
hero-stones.

V. Conclusion:-

From the aforementioned discussions, we could infer that the uniqueness of ‘three-tier hero-stones’ of
Erode District (, Tamilnadu State) is manifestations of both ‘element of heroism’ and element of Sati’ within a
single ‘hero-stones’ and ‘Sati-stones’ in other places of Western Tamilnadu.
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Furthermore, the incorporation and manifestations of these newly identified types of ‘Sati elements’
help in carving a unique place for the Sathyamangalam Taluk of Erode District within the ‘ Geographical Settings
of Three-tier Hero-stones of Western Tamilnadu.

Foot Notes

1. The majority regions of Western Tamilnadu have constructed the erstwhile ‘Kongu Nadu’. And that
is why, in an attempt to reconstruct the history and culture of that ancient territory, districts such
as Karur, Dindigul, Krishnagiri, Dharamapuri are also included within the Western Tamilnadu.
Likewise, there exist differences of opinion amongst scholars in including the Nilgiri District within
the erstwhile Kongu Region.

2. As the typical three-tier hero-stones were first identified from Pulapally, a hamlet nearby Sultan
Bathery of the Wynad District of Kerala, all the three-tier hero-stones were designated as ‘Pulapally
Type Hero-stones’. However, the author this paper prefers to call them as ‘Typical Karnataka Three-
tier Hero-stones’, since most of them are associated with the Hoysala rule and warfare.

3.In a stray case (of Onthanai, a tribal hamlet of the Burgur hills, Bhavani Taluk, Erode District), a woman
is depicted of stabbing a tiger with a fruit hook. And this interesting three-tier hero-stones is displayed
in the ‘Sculpture Gallery’ of Government Museum, Erode. Interestingly, in yet another three-tier hero-
stones identified from Kittampalayam in the Sathyamangalam Forest Range, a woman is depicted to
attack the tiger along with his spouse, the hero (For details Cf. K.R.Sathanandhan & B. Kandasamy).
4.Depiction of spouse carrying a vase in her hand is interpreted by a section of scholars as ‘element of
encouragement’ to the fighting hero, with intoxicating liquor.

5. Contrary to this, another section of school interprets such depiction of woman with vessel as facilitator
of inflaming the spouse by dousing with oil, in the act of embracing “ sati’, the ceremonial self
immolation.

6.Interestingly, in some of the three-tier hero-stones the spouse(s) is/are depicted of being lifted to other

world (, along with the deceased hero) by the celestial maids.

7.Curiously enough, in some of the three-tier hero-stones of Western Tamilnadu, the woman/women who

entered ‘sati’ alone is/are shown (without depiction of deceased hero and or priest in the other world

worshiping the Almighty. Such instances, we may presume, are emphatic reference of ‘sati’.

8.In some three-tier hero-stones of the Western Tamilnadu the symbols of ‘sun” and ‘moon’ are depicted

within the upper tier earmarked for other world.

9.As this is a single tier hero-stone, the ‘element of Veera Swarga’ - the transit stage - alone is given

importance and get depicted.

10.In the typical three - tier hero-stones, the other world is depicted usually as ‘Siva Loga’ - the abode of

Lord Siva (with depiction of ‘Siva Linga’, ‘Nandi’ etc.). However, in a three-tier hero-stone identified at

Anaikatti of the Nilgiris, the other world is depicted without any such elements (, say ‘Siva Linga’, ‘Nandi’)

suggestive of its period before the advent of Saivism in the Nilgiris. Interestingly, in a hero-stone identified

by the author of this paper at Periya Puliyur, nearby Kavindapady of Erode District, the other world is

depicted as ‘Vaikuntam’ - the abode of Lord Vishnu (with depiction of ‘Garudalwar’) .

11. It is identified from a two-tier hero-stone of Thattakarai wherein a cattle is shown in an in-box, adjacent

to the left side corner of its upper tier. Such depiction of cattle within the in-box suggests that the deceased

hero has scarified his precious life while safeguarding the cattle wealth (from the ravenous attack of
predatory beasts).

12.For details Cf.Maheswaran, C, & M.Kumaravelu (1986).

13.This is the common ‘element of sati’ identified by the author of this paper from three-tier hero- stones

of Western Tamilnadu.

14.For further details Cf. Maheswaran, C, & K.S.Sampath (2010).
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15.For more details Cf. Santhanandhan, K.R. & B. Kandasamy (2006).

16.This field work was arranged by the joint efforts of Dr., K.R. Sathanandhan (Former Head) and Dr.

S.Saravanakumar (Head), Department of History, Gobi Arts & Science College [Autonomous],

Gobichettipalayam.

17.1t is interesting to note that the typical ‘sati’ - stones’ depict only such ‘raised hand - with auspicious

symbols such as bangles, lemon, eternal lamp.

18. & 19. And such practice of extending support by the spouses to each other are referred to as ‘giving

shoulder and hand’, in Kannada.
20. Doddamudugare, Basavanagudi, Errhanahalli are some of the Lingayat hamlets at the Sathyamangalam
Forest Range that house unique types of three-tier hero-stones which depict these unique ‘elements of sati’.
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for posterity the heritage structures such as these hero-stones located in the vicinity of their habitations sites.
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